Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

November 13, 2017
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, November 13, 2017 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Pat Kovalck, Councilpersons Maxine Weser, Mary Ann Ferris, and Bill Watson were present. Councilpersons Rodney Strait and Brian Parrish were absent. The Shinnston Strikers, the State U-10 Soccer Champions, led the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilperson Ferris gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Amy Haberbosch Wilson and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Mayor DeMarco congratulated the Shinnston Strikers and read a Proclamation honoring the State U-10 Soccer Championship players and coaches. He then presented each young lady with a copy of the Proclamation.

There were no Petitions of Citizens.

Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco reported he participated in the Veterans Day Parade. Councilperson Ferris noted there was no coverage of the Shinnston event in the newspapers nor on TV. Mayor DeMarco stated he will be going to the Harrison Power Station meeting Thursday. The Harrison County Development Corporation meeting is November 15.
Vice-Mayor Kovalck yielded to Chris Hannah of Stantec for the Water Report. Mr. Hannah reported there were 2 options for Option #2 that was agreed upon in a meeting of all our Principals. RUS reached out to Richard Gaines. Since approval was prior to May 2017, American Iron and Steel requirements do not apply. Therefore we may qualify for another 20% in grant money.

We still do not have 100% Rights-of-Way signed. The Mayor expressed the displeasure of the Council at the delays in getting this Project started. The 7-year delay in re-engineering (design) and inflation have caused the $1.3 million change in costs.

Councilperson Watson made a motion to accept Option 2 based on the contractors numbers. Vice-Mayor Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco requested better communication between Stantec and Council. The communication needs to be better. He stated that we missed the estimated cost by $1.3 million and that is embarrassing. He requested a timeline as to when things can get started. We need to get figures from the contractor so we can award the contract and close the loans.

Councilperson Ferris stated that we took all but one Right-of-Way out of the mix to get to 99% tonight. There should not be a problem with City Line

Mayor and Council want an answer from the City Attorney on why this took so long and if taking Chipps out gets us to 100%. They also want in writing what is the role of the Inspector who was introduced last month.

City Manager’s Report:

CITY HALL
· Bids opened on 10.10.17. Continuing to finalize the bid calculations for the Phase II Water Project,that went over bid.  Recent discussions involved, USDA, City of Shinnston, Contractor, and Stantec. 

· Union negotiations are open and underway. 

· I am completing updated Census Data for Shinnston city limits. 

· I met with members of the Shinnston Alumni on their plans to hold an event in the New Municipal Building for June 2018.

· Met with representatives from CEC regarding the storm drainage issues on Van Rufus. 

· The Mayor and I attended the Quarterly Economic Development Council meeting held at Salem University on 10.18.17.

· I will be graduating from the FBI Citizens Academy on 11.16.17.  I would recommend this nine-week class as it was extremely informative on what we as citizens and leaders can do to help law enforcement tackle some of the concerns directly affecting the City. 

· We received cost estimates from Amos Contracting for additional areas to be patched, graded, rocked, and paved.  
· Throughout the month I met with Harrison County Economic Development on planning activities for 2018, Quarterly & Annual meetings, Board meetings, etc. We will be holding our next board meeting on November 15, 2017.  
· I am continuing to work on legal responses to Public Service Commission filings for Sunshine Acres. 

· Water account paid out $ 54,219.03, Sewer account paid out $ 5,332.1, General account paid out $32,776.48.

· New information was submitted to Rossman for collections of 97 customers totaling $29,256.18.
 

· There were 211 Terminations printed for the month of October and 97 Work Orders issued (118 in September).

     October                   September             August       
          

            Turn Off =   

       21                          25                           18         
            
              


Turn On =    

       24                          26                           22                                               


Re-Read =    

       30                          21                           29                                     


General Complaint =           8                          11                             7        


Check for Leak = 
         5                          12                           18                        


Reconnect =   

         8                          17                           11   

Disconnect = 

         1                            1                           17                 
POLICE 
· The Police Department reported 319 calls for the month of October (224 in September). 

· The Department participated in several Halloween events;

McDonalds of Shinnston on 10.05.17 from 5pm-7pm

Meadowbrook Mall Halloween Trick/Treat with the Officers on 10.05.17 from 5pm-7pm

Halloween Town at Ferguson Memorial Park – 3pm-5pm on 10.21.17

The 5th Annual Big Elm Trick or Treat Event. 

Shinnston Trick or Treat 10.31.17 from 6pm-7:30pm.

· The Department gave out over 1,200 treat bags.  These events allowed the officers to interact with at least 1,200 children letting them know not to be scared of the police. 

· The City received the $20,000 grant award for the 2017-18 PRO from the Division of Justice and Community Services.  This PRO position will now be supported by this grant and the Harrison County Board of Education.  

· The Shinnston Police Department requested and received $13,328 in grant money from the Governors Highway Safety Program for the months of October, November, and December.  The funds will allow the officers to work overtime for School Bus Safety, DUI Patrols, Distracted Driving, and Speed Enforcement, Click It or Ticket, Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over Campaign, and various DUI Checkpoints.  This allows the officers to have more interaction with drivers to combat impaired driving, and they can focus solely on that detail without having to stop and answer calls.  

· The Annual AAA Community Traffic Safety Program Awards Ceremony will be held on Friday, November 17th at noon at the Bridgeport Conference Center. 

· The Department conducted their annual nighttime firearms qualification on October 18th, 19th, and 20th.

· The Shinnston Police Officers participated in the Drug Take Back incentive on 10.28.17. The Department was able to collect two garbage bags full of prescription medication for the DEA.

· The Police Officers conducted a DUI Checkpoint on Veterans Memorial Bridge on 10.27.17. 

· Donations were received by the Fraternal Order of the Police towards the purchase of a new Kevlar Vest (estimated cost of one vest $1000).

· The Shinnston Officers worked the Governors Highway Safety program for distracted driving DUI saturation patrol, school bus safety, and speed enforcement. 

PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE 
· Line Repairs
· A two-inch line in Bethlehem.

· A service line on South Stewart Street.

· Two service lines on Paterson Drive in Enterprise.

· A service line at Holcomb’s in Enterprise.

· Back at Holcomb’s for another leak.
· Taps
· Ash’s residence on Turner Lane.
· Road Repair
· The crew rocked two alleys on Pleasant Hill: next to McLain’s and behind Trough’s.

· Public Works smoothed out the ground and loaded a piece of water line at the Morris property in Enterprise.

· The gate was installed up off of the top road at the City Park.

· Bowman Alley was graded and paved.

· Storm drain work at the corner of Woodlawn Drive.  Repaired the drainage overflow in the turn. 

· Grading, patching, leveling and paving work was completed on Walnut Hill.  The large tree was removed to stop the brick road at the top from deteriorating.

· Factory Street was graded, rocked, and paved in areas. 

· Several patching and repair jobs were finally completed for residents in the Enterprise area from previous line leaks.  They will continue to work on this list.  

· Raised three water valve lids for paving of Highland Avenue. 
· Grass & Brush
· Brush hogged the East Shinnston water tank and Owings water tank, pump house and valve house; DEP compliance requirement. 

· Cut grass and trimmed at the city park, and in town.  
· Storm Drains
· The crew dug out the storm drain line on Saints Alley and built a concrete form to pour a storm drain.

· Worked with Tom Chickerell on the Van Rufus sink holes.  This will be an ongoing issue until a project is established for this area.   
· Day to Day
· Daily tank and booster pump checks.  Bathroom and garbage checks are now completed weekly at the parks and through town. Gypsy and Booster pump checks done at night as needed.

· Meter Reading

· Daily tank checks. 

· Chlorine residual checks and reporting for testing. 

· Vehicle maintenance. 

· Cleaned the city park bathrooms and emptied City garbage cans. 

· The PW crew cleaned up the city garage. Loaded cinders into the cinder bays.  Hauled old diggings to the Maley Farm. 

· Monthly completion of work orders, turn-ons, and turn-offs. 

· Completed Miss Utility work requests

· Parade preparation and clean-up throughout town.

WATER TREATMENT PLANT
· Plant is currently operating with no problems.

· Scott and I met with the owners of Woods Boat House.  They are graciously willing to allow the City ROW to place a generator should we receive the Homeland Security Grant.  This permission will move us one step closer to the requirements for the grant. 

· The equipment has been ordered in accordance to the DHHR grant; telemetry computer & accessories from Patriot and Hach. 

· The tank gauge at the Twin Tanks has been repaired and is registering accordingly. 

· Raw water pump has been installed by Davis Electric and is currently working properly. 

· Scott and I met with the Health Department, DHHR, DEP, and TriValley representatives to discuss the TriValley contract.  The Apartment Complex located on Manly Chapel Road is currently purchases water from TriValley, who purchases water from the City of Shinnston.  Neither are responsible for maintaining the lines.  There are current violation for lead and copper readings that must be addressed. The City is working with all parties to assist as necessary.   

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
· Flows
· Rain=7.06-inches

· Total flow=11,443,700-gallons

· Average flow=369,000-gpd

· Highest daily flow=0.985mgd on the 23rd
· Lowest daily flow=0.064mgd on the 19th
· Sludge
· Wasted to the Digester=146,796-gallons

· Decanted from the Digester=51,672-gallons

· Processed through the belt filter press=76,334-gallons

· Hauled to Meadowfill Landfill=19.44-tons

· Tasks
· Put the sewer camera in the sewer line up past 411 Howard Street; resulted in resident responsibility. 

· Flushed the sewer line at 1111 East Pike Street (twice), Emergency Squad location, Clark Street, Lincoln Football Field, and cleaned up the sewer flusher.

· Cut grass at the CSO’s. Checked CSO’s and changed out the dechlore feed drum. 

· Maintenance and repair of Maple Street Grinder Station. 

· Drained and cleaned out the chlorine contact chambers. 

· Crew worked with T. Chickerell to help camera and dig-up VanRufus Street storm sewer. 

· Ran the belt filter press & hauled sludge to the landfill; process control testing complete. 

· Micro switch was fixed in order to repair rotors at the Plant.

· All grounds maintenance has been completed for the season. 

· Monthly, quarterly samples from both Plants were taken and submitted; six month sludge samples were submitted to lab; chlorine cylinder and dechlore drum changed out. 

CODE COMPLIANCE
· See February Code Compliance Report (separate report).    
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
· We held the final Wind Down Wednesday of the year on 10.04.17.  This fall edition, was successful in capping off a great season. Planning has already begun for the 2018 season which will kick off on May 16 with Brewstel Brew House and Hostel coming from Elkins.

· On 10.18.17 the SDA discussed the purchase of 20 new Christmas Lights, Small Business Saturday and moving the Murder Mystery Dinner from May to February. We discussed the possibility of having the Dinner in the New Municipal Building first floor.  The next SDA meeting is on November 15th at 6:00pm. 

· 10.21.17 – Shinnston’s Fall Festival at Ferguson Park. Families visited the park for games, hay rides and pumpkin painting. The LHS Key Club participated in a Trunk-or-Treat, Designers Garden Center on Meadowbrook Road donated pumpkins, Ihop donated hot chocolate, Old Goat Kettle Corn provided 300 bags. Thanks to Matt Post for running the hay rides, and Kelly Amos for help in planning and coordinating the event.

· Construction began on the band shell accessibility apron, as part of the WV Division of Culture and History Facility Enhancement Grant.  Please try to stop by the park to see the completed project. 

· Held a Park Board Meeting on 10.24.17 to discuss pool improvement projects for next year. Also discussed the installation of the fans for the Bocce Courts, which was approved by the board. 

· AJ met with City Construction at park to discuss the installation of park benches. The quote came back at $13,000 which is too high for the project. We will have to look into other methods for installing the benches.

· Breakfast meeting at Casey’s of Shinnston on 10.30.17 with local small business owners to discuss and plan Small Business Saturday.

· The Lions Club organized a very successful parade for Shinnston’s Veterans Day activities.  A thank you to the American Legion and the Bice Memorial Museum for hosting the Veterans luncheon after the parade. 

· Planning is underway for the 2018 festival on August 15-18, 2018.  Please contact AJ Hammond if you or your organization would like to help in the planning process. 

· On 11.04.17 we held the Second Annual Fall Arts & Crafts Walk downtown, featuring local musicians, artists and crafters.  Businesses also participated in this event with weekend hours. 

· We are taking registration for the first annual Holiday Homes on Parade!  Sign up to win prizes for decorating your home or business, or follow the map of the registered applicants around the City to vote on your choices for winners.  It’s a great way to decorate the City, get to know your neighborhood. 

· Sign ups are still underway for the Annual Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving morning, November 23rd
· Our ‘Shop Local’ program is in full swing with hundreds of items to give out, promotional shopping bags, rugs, banners, etc. advertising the Small Business Saturday Event in Shinnston on November 25th.  Special Guest, Santa and Mrs. Claus, will be in town along with a chance to win prizes for participating in our Passport activity for a chance to win many prizes.  

Mayor DeMarco asked it the telemetry is working. City Manager Wilson said John and Charles say yes but he does not trust the Gypsy tank with the telemetry.
City Manager Wilson passed out copies of Council’s Goals and Objectives to start working on Budgets.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to Table the Minutes. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to approve the Resolution allowing the Municipal Bonds Commission to receive monthly bond debt service by electronic funds transfer. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Watson made a motion to go into Executive Session for reason of Finance. Vice-Mayor Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote

Vice-Mayor Kovalck made a motion to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-mayor Kovalck made a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 P.M.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

