Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

January 09, 2017
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, January 9, 2017 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Pat Kovalck, Councilpersons Maxine Weser, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and Bill Watson were present. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Ferris gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Amy Haberbosch Wilson and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Linda Hollar, 69 Ferguson Street, Shinnston said Council talks about economic development but what about the trash and junk cars in the City specifically on Ferguson Street. They need cleaned up.

Willard West 914 Orchard Street, Shinnston talked about the trash barrels. They are ready to be installed in March. He asked if the people he listed had been thanked and City Manager Wilson said the City had sent Thank you notes to each person on the list she had been given. West said the barrels need 42 gallon trash liners and spoke of where the barrels were going to be placed.

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to approve the Minutes of Public Hearing 12-12-2016; Regular Meeting 12-12, 2016. Councilperson Watson seconded.
In Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco stated Vice-Mayor Kovalck and Councilperson Watson had attended the Harrison County Mayors Association meeting. There were about 50 in attendance. All the Legislators except Delegate Hamrick who had the flu were there. State Senator Romano says the County Commission has an Ordinance to deal with out-of-State property owners. City Manager Wilson will ask the City Attorney about it.

City Manager Report:

CITY HALL  

· I am working with the Regional Rail Trail group as we are the host of the next planning meeting here in Shinnston on Tuesday 01.24.17.  It will be at the Woman’s Club from 6:00pm to 8:00pm.  We urge as many to attend as possible. 

· Continued work on the 2017-2018 Budget; departmental meetings, financial status, and project lists as they relate to the approved goals and objectives.  

· Worked on the development of the Leadership Harrison web project and the Basecamp Team for community projects. As this Volunteer Market Place project develops, it will be a tool used for both those wishing to volunteer their time looking and for those organizations seeking out volunteers. 

· I had the pleasure of attending the December Cub Scout meeting and gave a presentation on homelessness and how they can help out the community.  

· Met with Mark Hawkins and Vincent Smith on redevelopment plans of his Pike Street property. 

· Worked on property development plans with a couple different realtors. 

· Continued work on the Vacant Building and open lot survey to be used for our Downtown Redevelopment Plan by WVU. 

· Alan Ice, Debra, and I met on current issues and necessary case updates within the City. 

· Finance completed the monthly accounts payable and receivable as well as all budget checking for the month December, as well as close out for the year 2016.  All W-2 have been processed and sent out. 

· I am continuing to post necessary social media updates on our website, FaceBook page, Twitter, and Instagram. AJ is now an administrator of the sites and will be posting necessary information. 

· Street light list was updated and reported to Mon Power for outages and/or repairs for 411 Pike Street and 7 Beech Street. 

· There were 60 accounts turned over to Rossman & Co/PCB for outstanding collection a

· There were 78 Work Orders issued for the month of December.

            Rereads = 22               Re-Connect = 11


Turn On = 14               Dis-Connect = 5

            Turn Off = 17              Check for Leak = 2               

            General = 7

· There were 15 accounts turned off for non-payments. To date, all but 3 accounts were turned back on.  Both accounts were inspected for tampering of meters; nothing reported. 

· There were 220 past due notices mailed out for a termination date.

POLICE 
· The Police Department report will be submitted as a separate report from my Manager’s Report, as it may contain information with reference to names and addresses. See Attached. 

· All vacations are complete and the department will resume to their regular schedule.
PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE 

· Fix leak on boot hill in enterprise, @ Sapps Hollow 2” main, @ Sapporitto residence in enterprise, across from Ace Welding 8” main and fixed leak on Long St Enterprise. Councilman Watson – School ST. water comes from basement drain. – No Leak.  Landing Way water is a natural spring. – No Leak.  Nothing found near Enterprise Church; will monitor for leak. Checked customer water issue on Tetrick Road. (customer has leak)
· Had Cinders hauled from power plant.

· Monitored water due to power plant usage.

· Checked sewer @ Mark Southern apartments.

· Helped with Jesse Amos Utilities.

· Water Tap (Fred Towns).

· Reset Matheny Hill Booster station.

· Ordered and installed parts for backhoe.

· Had load of stone delivered to public works garage.

· Maintenance on 2012 F-150 and 2004 F-150 and sent 2007 to Sal’s Garage for transmission repair.

· Put up Christmas Lights downtown and fixed Christmas tree downtown, put up Christmas baskets.

· Finished drain for Charles St. sidewalk.

· Taught new employees snow plowing routes.

· Worked with Worthington on their water issues.

· Dis-Connects and Re-Connects.

· Fixed Furnace @ Public Works Garage.

· Change dead meters and thawed frozen meters.

· Open Clarksburg valve to fill tanks due to power plant usage.

· Took DBP sample for Saltwell System and completed Monthly Water Samples.

· Installed Stop sign bottom of Clement St.

· Leaf bags @ Veterans Memorial.

· Replaced meter lid and ring @ James Akers.

WATER PLANT
· Water Committee Meeting scheduled for 01.12.17.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
· Flows
· We received a total of 5.77-inches of rain.

· The total flow = 17,064,600 gallons

· The average flow = 550,000 GPD

· The highest daily flow = 1,415,800 gallons (*High flow is currently an issue and they are working to locate the reason)

· The lowest daily flow = 242,700 gallons.
· Sludge
· We wasted = 73,985 gallons.

· We Decanted = 61,067 gallons.

· We Processed = 21,138 gallons.

· We hauled = 5.56 tons to Meadowfill Landfill.
· Problems Addressed
· Put the metal roofing on the chlorine building.

· WWTP hosed down the oxidation ditch and clarifiers.

· WWTP was called out on a sewer problem across from GO MART; they didn’t have a clean-out for crew to help them.

· We had a DEP inspection on the 2nd; JB came in from vacation for it.

· The bar screen was bound up again we had to free it.

· JB sent the pump station reports to our DEP inspector.

· Completed monthly maintenance; had to grease the rotor bearings because the water was up and covered them.  Bar screen was bound up again and had to be freed. 

· Line flushed at 600 High Street.

· We borrowed Hepzibah’s VAC truck and hauled 7,500 gallons to our main WWTP.  We finished with another 1,000 gallons with our sewer cleaning unit hosing down and pulling vacuum together.

· WWTP ordered the Big Elm pump and received it on 12.20.17. A small heater was purchased for the chlorine room and propane tank was filled.

· WWTP had to call Mon Power on the 12.14.17, the power was off at Plant and at the west side lift station. Mon Power was also called in for power pole that was down and causing issues; fuse replaced, pole is back up. 

· B&M was called in to help JB with an electrical problem for #1 & #3 rotors. 

· JB had to turn the Bridge Lift Station off; the oxidation ditch was overflowing. Pollution control was called as a precaution. 

· JB & RL responded to a sewer back up at DeMarco’s market on the 12.18.17; area and mess was cleaned up. 

· We got the Bridge Lift Station back online on 12.19.16.  JB called Tim Bosely about slowing the lift stations down due to the flooding at the WWTP.

· JB met with City Manager Wilson about the compliance orders that need addressed on the 12.19.17.  Copies were given to her on 12.20.17 and she is setting up a meeting with engineer, B&M Enviromental and staff to address concerns and submit update.  

· We have a pump in the return lift station here at the WWTP that needs switched out and sent in for repairs.

· On the 12.22.17 B&M installed the Big Elm pump.  They pulled a pump at West Side and the Bridge lift stations to be sent in for repairs.  JB called Bill Spino @ CITCO and they had a truck come in on 12.28.17.  They were able to get those two pumps over there on the 12.27.17.

· WWTP borrowed the city backhoe and loaded the pumps up and took them to CITCO on 12.27.17. 

· WWTP had to drain and clean the chlorine contact chamber so we could get our composite sample in for this month. John and RJ took the samples from the main WWTP and Lincolns PP to Reliance Laboratory the 12.29.16.

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
· We would like to welcome AJ Hammond to the City of Shinnston. He has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Interdisciplinary Studies with academic focus on Communication and Sports Management. He has experience in Community Development, Public Relations, Event Planning, Publications, and a long time volunteer. He and his wife, Gabrielle, reside here in Shinnston. 

· Reservations for the park and pavilions are underway, with many dates already reserved. 

· AJ has scheduled his necessary classes to become a Qualified Water Facility Operator and an Approved Certified Swimming Pool Operator on 01.19.17. 

· WV is working to increase the State Historic Tax Credit to spark redevelopment of WV’s abandoned historic buildings  (PA, OH, &VA are set at 25%, whereas WV is only at 10%). In efforts to be more competitive, AJ and I will be attending this free workshop/forum in Fairmont on 01.26.17 to help further these efforts.

· Industrial Heartland Trails Coalition (IHTC) – Parkersburg to Pittsburg (P2P) Corridor is hosting a free working group in Fairmont on 01.26.17.  AJ and I will attending to learn more about the trail counter lending program, trail projects, connectivity efforts, marketing, etc. 

· AJ has been working on the downtown inventory study for the WVU BAD Buildings program to assist the Shea Strait in our creating a plan for our downtown.  

WATER PROJECT (12” MAIN)    

· Best and Final Offer letters went out on 01.05.17 for the two larger parcels.  The Appraiser (who spoke to the parcel owners) stated the critical issue is the remediation/abatement of the historic waterline on their respective parcels, in addition to obtaining maximum value.  Trey has asked Ben Davisson to pull the historic ROW agreements as a reference point.  

· We will be holding the monthly Water System Improvement Project Conference call on 01.10.17 for a status to date on this project from the attorneys and USDA. 

CODE COMPLIANCE   
· See Code Compliance Report (separate report). 

· We received three cost estimates for demolition of 585 Pike street and have awarded the project to the lowest bidder at $7500.  They stated that once the contract is executed the demolition will begin immediately thereafter.  

· The Vacant Building Ordinance detailing enforcement and fees for the City of Shinnston is now in effect. 

· Three (3) structures have been demolished/removed in the past 2 months and one more is underway. 

Mayor DeMarco asked of the equipment was in good condition. City Manager Wilson said yes, Dusty finished that in November.
Mayor DeMarco asked how the Budget will be presented. City Manager Wilson stated she will use the Goals and Objectives presented to discuss with Department Heads as to what is needed to accomplish the Goals and Objectives and what can be accomplished, what cannot, and what can be over a period of time.

Mayor DeMarco swore AJ Hammond in as Community Development Director. Mr. Hammond thanked Council for giving him this opportunity and said he looks forward to serving the City of Shinnston.
Agenda item Designating School Choice Week, after a discussion, Councilperson Watson made a motion to not support School Choice Week. Vice-Mayor Kovalck seconded. Motion passed on a vote of 6-1 with Councilperson Parrish voting nay.

Councilperson Strait made a motion to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contractual agreement with the West Virginia Development Office for Growing Healthy Communities grant application and as the signatory authority for the grant. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to remove the Resolution for Restoration of the Shinnston Area Rail-Trail from Table. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to approve the Resolution to enter into an Agreement with the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways for the Restoration of the Shinnston Area Rail Trail. Councilperson Ferris seconded. There was a discussion of contract amounts. Motion passed by a vote of 5 to 2 with Councilpersons Watson and Weser voting nay.

Mayor DeMarco and City Manager Wilson will not be at the February 13, 2017 meeting.

Mayor DeMarco asked for a Budget timeline.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to go into Executive Session for reasons of personnel and finance. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Strait made a motion to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Parrish made a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:25 P.M.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

