Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

December 12, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:05 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, December 12, 2016 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Pat Kovalck, Councilpersons Maxine Weser, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and Bill Watson were present. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Ferris gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Amy Haberbosch Wilson and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Petition of Citizens: Vanessa Shaver of 583 Pike Street, Shinnston showed pictures of 585 Pike Street and what it is doing to her property. She showed photos of her driveway in May and her driveway now. It is a safety hazard.
City Manager Wilson stated there is no asbestos in 585 Pike. The estimate to demolish is $7,500.

Executive Reports: In the Mayor’s Report, Mayor DeMarco went to WVU with Vice-Mayor Kovalck and LaReta Lowther for the Business students to present a business plan created for the Community Building. He participated in the Christmas Parade with Councilperson Strait. He also was the MC for the Shinnston Community Band Christmas Concert.

City Manager Wilson thanked the Shinnston Volunteer Fire Department for the City Christmas Tree and the successful Mannequin Statue Challenge.

CITY HALL  

· Thank you to all who participated and attended the Shinnston Christmas Parade, Tree Lighting Ceremony, Mannequin Challenge and the Shinnston Band Concert.  

· I received the nomination was elected by the Harrison County Chamber of Commerce members to serve a 3 year term as a Board Member. 

· Mayor DeMarco, Debra Herndon and myself attended the Governor’s Ceremony at the Capital on 11.29.16 to receive a grant from the WV State Department of Transportation for the design and construction of new sidewalks; Lincoln High School to Route 20 for $193,000.  

· I am working with the Regional Rail Trail groups to plan the next Rails to Trails meeting in Shinnston on Tuesday 01.26.17.  We urge as many to attend as possible.  

· SDA will hold their next meeting 12.14.16. 

· We received the final business plan for the Shinnston Community Center on 12.08.16.  I was not able to attend the presentation, but have been able to review the final document.  Mayor DeMarco, Vice Mayor Kovalck, and LaReta Lowther attended the presentation by the students at WVU.  

· We have completed a second round of interviews for the Community Development position and plan to hire this week.

· Continued development of the Leadership Harrison web project and attended the Basecamp Team for community projects. As this project develops, it will be a tool used for both those wishing to volunteer their time looking AND for those organizations seeking out volunteers; a Market Place to connect.  

· Followed up with numerous citizens on City complaints regarding water line leaks and breaks. 

· Ongoing meetings and correspondence with Stantec regarding the Charles Street Sidewalk Project. 

· Met with Jill Fratto and Debra Herndon regarding the City’s Wellness Grant Application submittal requirements.  

· Reviewed subdivision plats within the City limits to be submitted and recorded at the County Assessor’s Office.

· Finance has entered and filed all B&O taxes for the month of November. 

· The City has completed and submitted the Annual Home Rule progress report. 

· Completed the monthly accounts payable and receivable as well as all budget checking for the months of November and December.

· I am continuing to post necessary social media updates on our website, FaceBook page, Twitter, and now Instagram. 

· Street light list was updated and reported to Mon Power for outages and/or repairs. Please continue to notify the office if you should notice a pole light out. 

· There were 60 accounts turned over to Rossman & Co/PCB for outstanding collection accounts for a total of $32,882.04. 

· There were 94 Work Orders issued for the month of November.

           Rereads = 25               Re-Connect = 6


Turn On = 21               Dis-Connect = 11

          Turn Off = 24               Check for Leak = 1               

           General = 6

· On 11.09.16, there were 9 accounts turned off for non-payments. To date, all but 3 accounts were turned back on.  Both accounts were inspected for tampering of meters; nothing reported. 

· On 11.23.16, there were 227 past due notices mailed out for a termination date of 12.08.16.

POLICE 
· The Police Department was able to complete the annual Angel Tree adoptions.  The department received enough donation s to buy for eight angels, and allowing a $100 limit for each one.  The officers paid for anything that went over the $100 out of their own pocket.  The items purchased were delivered to the Salvation Army on December 9, 2016.  

· The Police Department provided support for the annual Veterans Day parade, and provided support and security for the annual Turkey Trot.  The two events were successful, and were without incident. 

· The Shinnston Police Department received recognition from AAA at the annual luncheon in Bridgeport.  The department received the highest award which is the platinum award for the third year in a row.  The award is recognition for the departments’ continuing efforts to make the roads safer, and is proven with statistics that the objective has been achieved. 

· The Department attended a meeting with the Harrison County prevention Partnership coalition.  The meeting was to discuss strategy and objectives for combating the ongoing drug issues in Harrison County.  

· The Police Department hired a new officer to replace Patrolman Kolb who left the department at the end of November.  Patrolman Flevaris started on Patrolman Kolb’s last day and is scheduled to work afternoon shifts until the end of December.  Patrolman Flevaris is a seasoned officer and is certified from the WV State Police Academy. 
PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE 

· The crew read meters and were able to get ahead of schedule for the month. 

· Completed Monthly Water Samples

· DBP Water Sample for Saltwell system

· Fixed 3 leaks on Manual Drive

· Fixed many Water Service Line Leaks (15+)

· Still have 4 leaks in Enterprise to fix.

· Ordered and Received new Leak Detector; has been used several times already. 

· Swept Downtown

· Took Items to Trail Head for the Turkey Trot

· Fixed Drain pipe for sidewalk on Upper Charles St (3 times)

· Fixed major leak @ catholic church

· Filled in hole where sewer was dug up by DeMarcos old store

· Worked on plans to share with Water Committee that will include future water projects. 

· Still working on getting more cinders (Waiting on Power Plant)

· Took 2007 Dodge in for repairs (New Transmission being Installed)

· Finished up 2 new water taps and a new sewer tap

· Met with City Manager and PSC on two separate occasions regarding Jesse Amos Utilities and Riverdale Estate Development. 

· Changed Dead Meters

· Replaced some stop signs

· Walk through of new sidewalk with City Manager and Stantec representatives on two separate occasions. 

· Picked up and installed new Christmas lights and boxes downtown.

· Replaced all hanging baskets with seasonal flowers.
· Continued 24 hour monitoring of tank levels with regards to ongoing issues with the Power Plant system and lowering levels with the Town of Worthington. Corresponding communication with both the City Manager and the Town of Worthington during this monitoring. 

WATER PLANT
· The fence between the church site/apartments and the Water Plant is installed.  This provides an additional level of security for the plant and helps prevent any liability with regards to the existing pipe storage and grounds. 

· D&G was in the process of installing the raw water pump as of 8.05.16.  However, the spider bearings have to be taken back to their shop and machined down since they are too big.  Hoping to have this pump installed by Monday, 8.08.16.

· The new motor has been installed at the plant and is operational. 

· We have ordered the long arm bucket equipment to clean out the ponds. As they no longer carry the bucket type needed to strain the water, we are looking for other solutions.  Insurance have all been resolved. 

· We are still waiting on the check valve to be installed at the plant. Should hear back from the consultant early next week. The check valve at the raw water will need rebuilt once the one at the plant is complete. 

· Scott and Charles have been working on getting updated chemical prices from Univar; the better prices have been able to save us quit a bit of money.

· Josh is continuing to work towards his certification. 

· The crew has been keeping with the grass mowing, grounds upkeep and daily plant operation and maintenance.   

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
· Flows
· We received a total of 1.79-inches of rain.

· The total flow =7,557,800 gallons.

· The average monthly flow = 0.252mgd.

· The highest daily flow = 880,100 gallons.

· The lowest daily flow = 185,700 gallons.
· Sludge
· We wasted 159,714 gallons.

· We decanted 93,949 gallons

· We processed 65,764 gallons

· We hauled 17.14-tons to Meadowfill Landfill.
· Problems Addressed
· John is still trying to get a price for a pump in the Big Elm station.

· WWTP  crew was called out on a sewer problem @ 86 Main Street.  The cleanout was open; a problem of the responsibility of the property owners to address.

· John took the 98 Dodge to SAL’s Garage and they did a breaks were replaced on the front end. 

· WWTP had our propane tank filled to heat the sludge room.

· John and RJ have done standard clean-up and maintenance of the shop, buildings and grounds.  

· We bought two tires for the front of the 98 Dodge @ Enterprise Express.

· John and RJ cleaned off the bar screens in the CSO manholes and flushed the heater core of the 98 Dodge and welded our 55-gallon drum cradle.  

· WWTP crew flushed a sewer line on Vine Street and one on Clark Street.  They were called out to flush a sewer line on Richardson Court; but property owner did not have a cleanout.  Options were given to the owner on various ways to proceed with their problems.

· We had a bad fecal sample this month and had to re-sample. The second fecal sample was taken to the Lab on the 11.30.16.

· John and RJ worked on the chlorine system and found a problem in the vacuum line; it has since been repaired.

· WWTP crew flushed a sewer line on East Pike Street and flushed the Shinns Run main sewer on the Jarret property.

WATER PROJECT (12” MAIN)    

· Richard Gaines, Bruce McDaniels and Chris Hannah called a meeting a meeting at the Water Treatment Plant in order to discuss the existing project status and what will be covered under the funding.  The project is expected to go to bid after the first of the year and we are aligning all details to stay within the time frame.  

· We will be holding the monthly Water System Improvement Project Conference call on 12.13.16 for a status to date on this project from the attorneys and USDA. 

CODE COMPLIANCE   
· See Code Compliance Report (separate report). 

· The Vacant Building Ordinance detailing enforcement and fees for the City of Shinnston is now in effect. 

· We received the Asbestos report for 585 Pike Street and the estimated cost of demolition is $7,500.00.       
There was discussion of purchasing a new water pump now and then getting another with the next phase. Mayor DeMarco asked how much for a new pump. City Manager Wilson replied $52,000 so it is not an issue at this time. 
Mayor DeMarco made a motion to accept the proposed Calendar of Meeting Dates for 2017. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Council Goals and Objectives for the Budget were given to the Council for approval. Mayor DeMarco made a motion to accept the Goals and Objectives as presented. Vice-Mayor Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
The Resolution to enter into an Agreement with the WV Department of Transportation, Division of Highways for the Restoration of the Shinnston Area Rail Trail was presented to Council. During discussion of the Resolution, Councilperson Strait made a motion to Table. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion to Table passed 4-3.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to accept the Minutes of the Regular Meeting 11-14-2016; Special Meeting 11-28-2016; Work Session 11-28-2016. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to go into Executive Session for reason of personnel. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Parrish made a motion to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Strait made a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

