Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

July 10, 2017
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, July 10, 2017 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Pat Kovalck, Councilpersons Maxine Weser, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and Bill Watson were present. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Amy Haberbosch Wilson and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Petition of Citizens: Louis Belcastro of Box 211, Lumberport, WV Spoke about the bocce courts. He proposed naming the bocce courts the Willard West Bocce Center.
Executive Reports:

Councilperson Ferris reported the Museum Board met at 5:00 P.M. They re-elected the current Officers. The following programs are scheduled: July 28 – Jazz, Wine, & Cheese; August – Art Show; September – Leslie Haning will talk about her book; October – Ghost Stories; November – Veterans; December – Christmas Parade.
Mayor DeMarco stated he was at the Ribbon Cutting for the re-opening of the Family Dollar 2 weeks ago. He was the MC at the July 1 Independence Concert of the Shinnston Community Band and Fireworks. Last week he and City Manager Wilson attended the Harrison County Economic Development Corporation meeting. He met with Jason Burnside regarding renaming the Shinnston Community Garden – Lee Reger Community Garden.

Vice-Mayor Kovalck gave the Water Committee Report:

SHINNSTON WATER COMMITTEE MEETING                                  6/28/2017

Those in attendance were: Bill Watson, Pat Kovalck, Travis Watson, Scott Aldridge, Charles Dotson; and Bruce McDaniel of Stantec.

Raw Water Intake discussion -Davis Electric said that they were too busy at this time to install the Raw Water Intake pump at the river. This pump has been out for several months. In the event of the other pump failing, we would be out of water for hours or days until this pump was re-installed.

We discussed plans for the Raw Water Intake (RWI). These plans include replacing both motors and pumps. It would take approximately $30,000 to replace what we have with the same type of pumps. The main problem with the pumps that we have now is that there are no screens on the intake pipe, so rocks and other debris can reach the pump. The Johnston Screens are budgeted into Phase II of the water project already. By replacing the pumps and motors as well as installing these screens, we will have a complete new RWI system. We can add 2 new pumps into our bidding process.

Bruce McDaniel warned us about buying a “Spare” RWI pump. He said that he has seen these pumps lay around before and the spider gears within will flatten out rendering the pump useless.

Travis Watson said that he doesn’t want to cut anything out of the Phase II water project to pay for these pumps. We all agreed and discussed the possibility of the Water Fund Purchasing the pumps if income permits.

Air in the Intake Line at Water Treatment Facility – The air that has been discussed before has not been remedied. This causes the “scum” to come on top of the water instead of sinking. This costs the city a considerable amount of over-time. Bruce McDaniel said that the air should dissipate in the flash mixer at the plant but for some reason is not. The air relief valves may need replaced as we have discussed many time before. However, there is a problem locating the Main Line between the RWI and the Plant! Therefore, the line must be located before the air relief valves can be located.

Stantec has agreed to help our public works find this line and more importantly the air relief valves. I asked that we set August 1, 2017 as the date of completion for this task. Stantec and Public Works agreed to this deadline.

Telemetry – As discussed before a new computer is needed to upgrade the whole telemetry system. This new computer and software would give us the capability to see the entire system from our phone or tablets. Therefore, reducing the amount of over-time taken by reading the tanks manually. This will pay for itself in time.  The cost of $6,000 for the computer and software will enable us to keep a current, up-to-date system in the foreseeable future.

Cleaning of the Caustic Tank – Weavertown Environmental was supposed to have faxed Amy papers to sign and return. 

High-Lift Pump #2 – This pump needs new bearings. The cost is approximately $2,000. This was placed on the “back burner” this past winter. This pump is a very important back-up and needs the bearing soon. Pump #1 is in good shape and working fine, but a back-up is very important.

Owings Booster Pumps – One of The Owings Booster Pumps needs replaced. This past winter the heat in the building went out and one of the pumps froze. There are two pumps in this building. In 2006-07 the water project replaced one pump. The older pump was the one that sustained damage from freezing this past winter.

E-Coli Testing – Charles stated that the equipment to test for E-Coli costs $700-800. This cost will be split between Shinnston and Monongah. So, the one-time purchase of this equipment will cost the City between $350 – 400.

Target on Tanks -The targets on the East Shinnston and Owings Tanks are broken. Bruce McDaniel is going to find someone who can fix them. He also suggested putting a pressure gauge on the tap at the bottom of the tank and correlate the psi into feet in the tank.

Burdoff Property – No updates on the Burdoff property. This is the location where we planned to install the new RWI Generator when/if we get the grant.

Water Filter Repair – Degremont Technologies has not been in to look at the repairs needed on the water filters. This was approved at a water committee meeting months ago.

Pressure Issues – Travis stated that when the tanks are over 32’ in depth, the pressure is such that it will blow out meters and lines. Calculations in pressure do not show anything more than a 4 PSI increase in pressure. Further testing will be required. 
City Manager Amy Haberbosch Wilson gave the Manager’s Report:
CITY HALL  

· The Independence Day activities were a huge success, even with the rain delay at the end of the day.  Activities included; Miles for Mission 5K race on the Rail Trail, Shinnston Community Band Concert, local musicians, T&L Hot Dog Eating Contest, Cartoon Headquarters’ Bounce Houses, Swimming, and Firework display hosted by CEC, Inc. 

· A “Thank you” to City Staff and volunteers in helping to get Shinnston ready for these events; Harrison County Parks and Rec helped with the playgrounds and mulch, volunteers helped with garbage and weeds, pool guards assisted in painting, garden club donated flowers, anonymous donation of new $700 freezer to the pool concession, CEC’s donation of $5000 towards the Fireworks display. 

· I attended the Harrison County Economic Development Strategic Planning Committee meeting on 07.06 to discuss the goals, objectives and vision of the economic development in Harrison County.  The group is looking at promoting the area as whole and moving toward a marketing and communication approach once a consistent package is established/created.  

· SDA will be meeting on 07.12 at 6:00pm at City Hall.

· The Street Committee met on 06.15 and will be meeting again on 06.13 at 6:30. 

· The City experienced another substantial leak on 07.07 in the Bethlehem and Owings area causing several residents to be without water.  A special thank you to City Staff and volunteer efforts of Perry Delrio for working until 3:00am on finding a solution. 

· Met with Steve Cain regarding the field notes and work to be completed for the Van Rufus area drainage concerns.  

·  Street Lights reported;  
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· One turn off was completed for Hepizibah PSD for non-payment of sewer. 

· There were 225 Terminations printed for the month of June and 104 Work Orders issued (May – 78, April – 81).
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POLICE 
· Over 180 calls for service were answered by the Police Department; this does not include citizen calls or walk-ins.  This currently results in approximately 36 calls per officer for the month.  

· The Shinnston Police Department is continuing to work with the Drug Task Force and the Mountaineer Highway Interdiction Team and cannot release any information regarding these cases.  Several area cases involving drug related crimes are being prosecuted at this time. 

· The Department Officers have completed their annual in service training for the 2017 training period. 

· The Department attended the DUI training in Bridgeport along side numerous State, County and other municipal police departments. 

· Councilperson Watson reported illegal dumping at the park to the Police Department. Chief Carlson was able to retrieve enough information from the bags placed in the dumpster to identify the owners. They were arrested/summoned to court and released for illegal dumping.  We are looking into signs placed at the park notifying of the consequences of this violation and cost of cameras for the upper part of the park. 

· We recently completed interviews and agility testing for new officers to be sent to the Police Academy.  Two officers were hired and one began service this past week.  They will be under one-on-one training until they complete the academy and graduation.  
PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE 

· Completed daily check-ins with City and City Manager; weekly meetings and Monday submittable of daily logs.

· John Bart began as Acting Utilities Director on July 3rd.  He will be helping each of the utility departments with management, certifications, job duties, projects, communication, compliance and overtime regulations until further notice.  

· The crew experienced several service line breaks and one main line break for the month of June. 

· Crew rotated and ran tanks throughout the week and weekends of the month.  Crew also rotated call-outs for after hour emergencies. 

· Crew completed monthly turn-ons, turn-offs, and installation of taps.  Door hangers were placed as necessary. Daily bathroom cleaning and inspections are being completed at Activity Park, Garage, and Ferguson Park, and city-wide mowing is completed weekly. 

· Patching and repairs began in the East Side area this month.  They will continue patching and repairing roads, lines and landscaping due to water line breaks.  
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
· Flows
· Rain=4.78-inches.

· Total Flow=8,698900gallons.

· Average Flow=289,963gpd.

· Highest Daily Flow=904,000gallons on the 23rd.

· Lowest Daily Flow=157,700gallons on the 12th.
· Sludge
· Wasted to the Digester=129,181gallons.

· Decanted from the Digester=81,032gallons.

· Processed from the Digester=54,020gallons.

· Hauled to Meadowfill Landfill=14.75 tons.

· Works; other than normal operations
· Dodge was repaired and picked up; John calls it his new truck. 

· All samples were taken and delivered to Reliance Lab. 

· Sewers checked, flushed, camera;

1218 East Pike Street

79 Main Street

VanSlyke Residence Clement Street

411 Howard Street
CODE COMPLIANCE
· See February Code Compliance Report (separate report).    
RECREATION
· The third Wind Down Wednesday was a success and the biggest attendance to date for this event. Even with cool temperatures, the attendance was great. The classic car cruise in was a hit, and the event is gaining momentum with food trucks and breweries from around the state eager to attend. We have currently profited approximately $600 from these three (3) events.

· The first Family Night of the Summer was very well attended. The concession stand stayed busy, and families had a great time.

· On 06.16, The WV Jazz Society sent Dan Baker to Shinnston for a “Tunes at Noon” performance at the Bice-Ferguson Memorial Museum. We look forward to the possibility of having Dan Baker back in the future.

· AJ met with Larry Batten of the Small Business Administration on 06.22, to discuss the SBA’s Shop Small in July Campaign. The idea is to promote small businesses in July in order to gain momentum for Small Business Saturday in November. 

· On 06.23, AJ met again with Neel’s Fence Co. to discuss moving the fences back at the basketball court. This will be one of the major improvements to the courts, should all parties agree on moving forward.

· The City of Shinnston and Vintage Theater Company hosted an Improv Comedy BBQ at Ferguson Park on 06.24. The family friendly comedy show is a great asset to the city, and makes good use of the amphitheater. The pool was able to provide food for the event from their concessions. 
· On 06.27, AJ met with Brittany Ours to discuss hosting a military 5k on September 9th. The 5k will raise money for the Tragedy Assistance Program (TAP). 

· AJ was invited to WBOY 12 News on 06.30 for an in studio interview to discuss Wind Down Wednesday and promote other events in our area. 

· Planning is still underway for the Frontier Days.  We are continuing to meet and prepare for the Frontiersman set up, Fireman’s Parade, carnival activities, Arts & Crafts Show, bike decoration contest, GC Murphy display, vendor areas, music venue, etc.  

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to put a message on the Water Bills soliciting donations for the Christmas Lights. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Weser made a motion Re Section 4 Charter of the City of Shinnston
The Council; Qualification; Terms of Office; sand salary of members; Selection of Mayor to amend Section 4 of the Charter of the City of Shinnston by adding the following:

The City of Shinnston hereby ordains that the beginning July 1, 2018, the term limits for council shall be set at two (2) consecutive terms of four (4) years each. After setting out for two (2) years (until the next election) a person would then be eligible to run again for council. Councilperson Watson seconded.

There was discussion of the issue. Motion defeated. Voting Aye: Councilpersons Weser and Watson. Voting Nay: Mayor DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Kovalck, Councilpersons Parrish, Strait, and Ferris.

Board Appointments:
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to appoint Jay Harmer to the Library Board 2017-2022. Vice-Mayor Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Kovalck made a motion to appoint Rick Hursey to the Planning and Zoning Commission 2017-2020. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to appoint Steve Glass to the Museum Board 2017-2021. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to appoint Curt Radcliff to the Building Commission 2016-2019 and Marion Russell.to the Building Commission 2017-2020. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to appoint Pat Kovalck to the Shinnston Development Authority 2017-2020 and to table the other appointments to the Shinnston Development Authority. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to appoint For Calendar Year terms to the Zoning Board of Appeals Gary Wright 2017-2020 and Steve Cain 2017-2020. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Parrish made a motion to accept the Coal Severance Budget Revision as presented.  Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to accept the General Fund Budget Revision as presented. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Watson asked about Fireworks Ordinances since WV Code28-3-23 of 11-12-86 was repealed. After some discussion, Councilperson Parrish made a motion to Table. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to go into Executive Session for matters of personnel. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Strait made a motion to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Strait made a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 9:08 P.M.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

