Public Hearing Shinnston City Council 

For Comment on: Home Rule Application
City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

April 28, 2014
The Public Hearing of the Shinnston City Council for Home Rule Application was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, April 28, 2014 by Mayor Sam DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, James Coulter, and David Signorelli were present. Councilperson Brian Parish was absent. Also present were City Manager Debra Herndon, Assistant City Manager Travis Blosser, City Engineer Steve Cain, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained a quorum was present.

Assistant City Manager Blosser gave an overview to those present as to what was the purpose of the Home Rule Application and what the City is applying to do in the Application. The City is asking for the ability to phase out and reduce some Business and Occupation taxes and institute a 1% added sales tax. The City also is asking to eliminate partisanship on the Building Commission and remove the restriction of the amount permitted to be spent on marketing events.
There was Public Comment.

Leslie Gianettino of P O Box 299, Lumberport, WV 26386, owner of Like New Upscale Resale, spoke to Council against the 1% added sales tax. She says it will drive business away from small retail shops.
Walter Post of 61 Roosevelt Street, Shinnston 26431 read a letter addressed to Council from Melissa Aldridge, owner of Home Style and Urban Farmhouse objecting to the proposed 1% tax.

It was explained to the citizens present that the application cannot be changed at this late date, however, before any part of the Home Rule, should it be granted, can be enacted, Public Hearings must take place. Also, should Home Rule be granted, the City of Shinnston will be able to amend the document should they wish to do something not in the application. It was also stated that their concerns were heard and would be considered.
Linda Hollar of Ferguson Street, Shinnston, WV 26431 stated small business in Shinnston is asked for donations by many, many organizations. She also asked about the East Avenue sidewalks and was told the City had been granted the funds but was waiting for a Notice to Proceed from the State.
The Public Hearing was closed at 7:27 P. M.
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