Public Hearing Shinnston City Council 

For Comment on: 3 Issues
City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

September 29, 2014
The Public Hearing of the Shinnston City Council for 3 Issues was called to order at 7:04 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, September 29, 2014 by Mayor Sam DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, James Coulter, Brian Parish, and David Signorelli were present. Also present were Assistant City Manager Travis Blosser and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained a Quorum was present.
Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation.
Mayor DeMarco stated Issue #1 - AN ORDINANCE TO ABANDON AN UNNAMED ALLEY ADJOINING WALNUT STREET IN THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA was tabled awaiting more information.

Mayor DeMarco opened the floor for comment on Issue #2 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA, AMENDING THE ORDINANCE OR RATE SCHEDULE ESTABLISHING A REVISED SCHEDULE OF JUST AND EQUITABLE RATES, FOR THE SERVICE AND FACILITIES FURNISHED THE CUSTOMERS OF THE WATER SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA. 
Maxine Weser of 70 Ferguson Street stated she is not happy about the rate increase. She is against the water rate increase proposed.

Jim Slusser of 505 Thomas Street stated he is against the water rate increase. He expressed concern for the finances of the poor and the elderly.

Edward Ayers of 32 Roosevelt Street stated he is against a rate increase of this magnitude.

Mike Ridenouer of 695 Down Bridge Road, Enterprise stated he is against the water rate increase. He again accused the City of giving free water to his neighbor.

Cheryl Vandergrift of 948 Hood Avenue asked Council to not pass this increase and the sewer increase in the same year. She stated we do not have to fix all the problems in one year.

Hearing no other requests for comment, Mayor DeMarco closed comment on AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA, AMENDING THE ORDINANCE OR RATE SCHEDULE ESTABLISHING A REVISED SCHEDULE OF JUST AND EQUITABLE RATES, FOR THE SERVICE AND FACILITIES FURNISHED THE CUSTOMERS OF THE WATER SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA
Mayor DeMarco opened the floor for comments on Issue#3 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA, PROVIDING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CODIFIED CODES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA WITH REGARD TO SEWER SERVICE RATES.

Maxine Weser of 70 Ferguson Street stated she is against a 28% increase in Sewer Rates.

Jim Slusser of 505 Thomas Street stated Council and City Management had robbed the Water Fund to pay employee salary increases. He is against the sewer rate increase. He stated the City had never before in its history been this much in debt. Councilperson Ferris stated he was incorrect, that in 1982 there were members of Council who – Mr. Slusser interrupted her, but Councilperson Ferris requested he allow her to proceed to answer the his statement and then proceeded to inform him the City was so in debt in 1982 that some members of Council wanted to declare the City bankrupt. Mr. Slusser maintained the City had never been in debt for the dollar amount it currently owes.
Hearing no more comments, Mayor DeMarco closed the Public Hearing at 7:20 P.M.
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