Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

March 10, 2014
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, March 10, 2014 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and David Signorelli were present. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett was out-of-town.  Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Debra Herndon, Assistant City Manager Travis Blosser, Community Development Director Reuben Perdue, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Councilperson Parrish moved to accept the Minutes of Regular Session February 10; Public Hearing February 24; and Work Session February 24 as presented. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Ron Byrd of 615 Maple Street, Shinnston addressed Council regarding an unnamed alley between Locust and Maple Streets. He stated it is paved but unnamed and not maintained. He asked that the alley be named and maintained.
In Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco reported he judged the Science Fair at Big Elm. He also reported the Bill in the Legislature to allow Building Commissions to be non-partisan did not pass.

City Manager Herndon reported she has been working on the Budget. She stated she has a meeting with a representative of the West Virginia Development Office tomorrow and will show him around town – the businesses, park, etc.

Community Development Director Perdue reported on the Arts & Crafts Festival, the Supplement, and the United Way Promo that will be at the businesses in the City.

Assistant City Manager Blosser stated he had also been working on the Budget as well as on the Home Rule application. He is also working with a new collections company with all of 2013 and parts of 2012.  Accounts turned over so far are approximately $15,000 of collectibles. 

Blosser stated Chief Carlson has requested and been given approval to send some officers to free training classes.

City Engineer Cain has sent a detailed schedule for the Water Plant for the super chlorination of the filters . He will be meeting with the Water Plant employees and the Public Works Department this week regarding who does what. They will be back washing, cleaning the sediment basins, etc. He will then set up a date for Council to tour the Water Plant.

City Manager Herndon had the initial meeting with Mr. Elser of the Brownfields Abandoned and Dilapidated Buildings and he explained the project. She felt it was a good meeting. We have a good list from the Police Department and Ms. Herndon thinks we are off to a good start.

Mayor DeMarco moved to accept the Resolution to Authorize the Application and Contract For West Virginia Governor’s Community Participation Program Funds as presented. Councilperson Signorelli seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
City Manager Herndon sent the Strategic Plan worked out by the Shinnston Development Authority and compiled by LaReta Lowther. Councilperson Ferris moved to adopt as presented. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Assistant City Manager Blosser gave Council a handout pertaining to the Home Rule application plan to reduce B & O taxes and replace it with a 1% sales tax. The suggestion is to reduce Retail B & B from 34 cents to 28 cents per $100 and eliminate the Manufacturing B & O. Stillman, Thomas, & Battles has given projections and has been 98% accurate so far. It would reduce B & B by $19,337 but would net $153,600 with the 1% tax. Councilperson Coulter moved to authorize City Manager Herndon to pursue Home Rule. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
City Manager Herndon answered questions Council had regarding Budget items.

Councilperson Signorelli moved to go into Executive Session on matters of Personnel. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Signorelli moved to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Signorelli moved to adjourn. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

