Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

January 12, 2015
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, January 12, 2015 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, and Brian Parrish were present. 
Mayor DeMarco administered the Oath of Office to Pat Kovalck, appointed to fill the unexpired term of the late David Signorelli until the next scheduled election in 2016. Councilperson Kovalck took his seat on Council.

Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Travis Blosser. City Attorney Trey Simmerman, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to accept the Minutes of Regular Council Meeting 12-08-2014 and Special Meeting of 12-17-2014 as presented. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Petition of Citizens: Jim Slusser of 505 Thomas Street, Shinnston again asked City Manager Blosser about the dead meter at Trinity Church. City Manager Blosser explained he had given a detailed answer at the last meeting. That we are prioritizing and that at this time the cost of replacing that meter is a lower priority versus the cost of replacing it. Slusser questioned that former City Manager Herndon is currently working part-time for the City.  Mr. Blosser explained she is working on a part-time temporary basis, is in compliance with State Retirement regulations, and is not receiving benefits.
Under Executive reports: City Manager went over the agenda with Council, stating Rob Johnson of Steptoe & Johnson was present to answer any questions Council may have regarding the re-financing of the Bonds. He again explained the Bonds are being refinanced to bring the City back into compliance with the terms of the Bond Issue.
He explained Item #6 was to appoint Blosser to represent the City on the Region VI Planning and Development Council. 

He updated Council that the owners of the Save-a-Lot property had sold the property to a private entity for $125,000 and did not give it to the City. Mayor DeMarco asked if Council needed to do anything about the Resolution previously passed re that property. Attorney Simmerman will research it, but believes since the property was never transferred to the City, they will not.

Blosser stated Phase I of the filters at the Water Plant was completed on December 21. Phase II is moving forward and is expected to be completed in March.
City Manager Blosser thanked the Public Works Department for the work they did over the weekend and today repairing water leaks in the cold temperatures. He stated unfortunately we can expect more leaks this winter due to the age of the infrastructure.
Mayor DeMarco opened the Floor for Comments on the Ordinance on Series 2015 A Bond Issue. City Manager Blosser spoke in favor of the Ordinance as we cannot close on the new Bond Issue until we are in Compliance. Hearing no other comments, Mayor DeMarco closed the Public Comments.

Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to read by Title only. Councilperson Coulter seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
City Manager Blosser read: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE REFUNDING OF THE OUTSTANDING WATER REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 1983 OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON THROUGH THE ISSUANCE BY THE CITY OF SHINNSTON OF NOT MORE THAN $237,500 IN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF WATER REFUNDING REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2015 A; PROVIDING FOR THE RIGHTS AND REMEDIES OF AND SECURITY FOR THE HOLDER OF SUCH BONDS; AUTHORIZING THE SALE AND PROVIDING FOR THE TERMS AND PROVISIONS OF SUCH BONDS AND ADOPTING OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING THERETO.  

Councilperson Parrish moved to accept the Ordinance as presented on Third and Final Reading. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco opened the Floor for Public Comment on the refinance of Series 2015 B Bonds. City Manager Blosser urged passage for the previously stated reasons. Maxine Weser asked if the Bond refinance would go beyond the original maturity date. The answer was it cannot. Mayor DeMarco closed the period of Public Comment.
Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to read the Ordinance by Title only. Councilperson Coulter seconded. 

City Manager Blosser read: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE REFUNDING OF THE OUTSTANDING WATER REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 1976 OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON THROUGH THE ISSUANCE BY THE CITY OF SHINNSTON OF NOT MORE THAN $843,000 IN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF WATER REFUNDING REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2015 B; PROVIDING FOR THE RIGHTS AND REMEDIES OF AND SECURITY FOR THE HOLDER OF SUCH BONDS; AUTHORIZING THE SALE AND PROVIDING FOR THE TERMS AND PROVISIONS OF SUCH BONDS AND ADOPTING OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING THERETO.  

Councilperson Ferris moved to accept the Ordinance as presented on Third and Final Reading. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Councilperson Ferris asked during Discussion if there should be a – between Re and Funding since it is a re-funding of the Bonds and not a refund. Mr. Johnson assured her that was the wording used but the – could be added if she wished. Councilperson Ferris said if that is the usual form it is fine. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Mr. Blosser stated there will be Supplemental Resolutions with final totals of the amounts of refinance.

Councilperson Ferris moved to appoint City Manager Blosser to represent the City on the Region VI Planning and Development Council. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor DeMarco opened the Floor to Public Comment on AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON PROVIDING FOR A PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT, WHICH CHARTER AMENDMENT WOULD AMEND SECTION 9 BY DESCRIBING WITH GREATER PARTICULARITY THE JOB DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CITY MANAGER. : AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON PROVIDING FOR A PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT, WHICH CHARTER AMENDMENT WOULD AMEND SECTION 9 BY DESCRIBING WITH GREATER PARTICULARITY THE JOB DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CITY MANAGER. Hearing no comments, the Public Comment period was closed.

Councilperson Ferris moved to read the Ordinance on waste materials by Title only. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Mr. Blosser read: AN ORDINANCE BY THE CITY OF SHINNSTON AUTHORIZING A NEW WASTE MATERIALS SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH ENTERPRISE SANITATION, INC

Mayor DeMarco moved to accept the Ordinance as read on First Reading and set the Public Hearing for January 26 at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Ferris moved to accept the Resolution for Shinnston Route 19 Sidewalk 2013, State Project Number U317-SHI/NN-4.02. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed with yes from Vice-Mayor Burnett and Councilpersons Coulter, Strait, Ferris, and Kovalck. Mayor DeMarco and Councilperson Parrish abstained due to Federal employee restrictions.

Councilperson Ferris moved to accept the Resolution for Shinnston Route 19 Activities Walking Trail, State Project Number U317-SHI/NN-5.00. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed with yes from Vice-Mayor Burnett and Councilpersons Coulter, Strait, Ferris, and Kovalck. Mayor DeMarco and Councilperson Parrish abstained due to Federal employee restrictions.


Mayor DeMarco moved to go into Executive Session to discuss matters with Council pursuant to the attorney/client privilege. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Kovalck moved to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Kovalck moved to adjourn. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

