Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

October 14, 2014
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, October 14, 2014 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, and Brian Parrish were present. Councilpersons James Coulter and David Signorelli were absent. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were Assistant City Manager Travis Blosser and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Marion Russell of 608 High Street, Shinnston asked about finances. Do all City employees get the same amount toward their retirement? Assistant City Manager Blosser explained the retirement system. Russell then asked – What happened to all the B & O from the bridge and the school? Blosser explained some has yet to be paid. Some was used to stabilize the Water Fund and some was used for the tennis courts. Russell then stated the utilities seem to be high – Why? Mr. Blosser stated he would be explaining that in his report, Russell then asked – When will you publish the vendors report? He then stated that Charles Street is dangerous.
James Slusser of 505 Thomas Street, Shinnston stated the last audit was performed Fiscal Year 2012 in 2013. How do you choose a firm to do the audit? Mr. Blosser stated the State chooses the Audit firm. Slusser then asked - How was Tetrick & Bartlett chosen? I want an answer! Does the City have a Sexual Harassment Policy?

He then stated – We have 7 Police. How many cruisers? Mr. Blosser stated we have 8 cruisers. Slusser said – I think the Police should be doing Community Service daily. Do they wear uniforms? He was told yes and they also wear bulletproof vests. He then stated – I think they should be walking the City and introduce themselves. Slusser then stated that Blosser should have the books audited BEFORE he takes over as City Manager.
Linda Hollar stated there have been cars on the walking trail in the Park.

Ann Riley was asked to explain how the Neighbors Helping Neighbors started. She said they started because the Baker house needed to be fixed up and they knew she was ill and he had been taking care of her. They asked permission to fix the house. After receiving permission, they power washed and craped the house. It took 2 coats of Primer and 33 gallons of paint. The porch was found to be in need of repair so that was fixed also.
Mayor DeMarco read a Proclamation honoring the Neighbors Helping Neighbors Project and presented it to the members.

In the Assistant City Manager’s Report: Mr. Blosser stated the installation of Filter #2 started September 15. With a completion date of October 10, 2014. It was delayed due to issues with the supplier of the sand media.  Final completion is expected to be October 15. Requests For Proposals for engineering services are to be postmarked by today. Monday of next week he will work to distribute that information to the individuals who are part of the selection committee. Those committee members will be Blosser, Public Works and Field Services Supervisor Dusty Watson, Councilperson James Coulter, and one employee selected by the Union representing hourly employees.
Accountants Tetrick and Bartlett have been at the City over the last few weeks working on our financial compilation for FY2014. In the next few weeks he will give the order to place an advertisement for accounting services to perform a “Comprehensive Audit” of the City’s three funds for the last two Fiscal Years _ FY2013 and FY2014. This is being done due to the changeover in Management and to ensure the monies moved to other funds to cover shortfalls are correctly identified and money returned to the fund it came from.
Blosser gave updates on the current projects and stated he is continuing to analyze the City’s cash flow.

Assistant City Manager Blosser thanked the Council for appointing him to be the next City Manager sating he is honored to become the next City Manager.

There was a discussion about sidewalks and roads and the State Road Department.

Councilperson Ferris stated there was no meeting of the Museum Board.

Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to accept the Minutes of Regular Council Meeting 9-8-2014; Public Hearing 9-29-2014; Special City Council Meeting 9-29-2014 with correction. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Assistant City Manager Blosser read the Resolution To authorize the sale of surplus vehicles. Councilperson Ferris moved to approve the Resolution as presented. Councilperson Strait seconded. In discussion, Councilperson Strait asked if there was a minimum bid and if it was As Is. He was told no minimum bid and it is As Is. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco moved to read the Ordinance on First Reading by title only. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Assistant City Manager Blosser read: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON PROVIDING FOR A PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT, WHICH CHARTER AMENDMENT WOULD AMEND SECTION 8 BY ADOPTING THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE CITY MANAGER RESIDE WITHIN THIRTY MILES OF CITY BOUNDARIES.
Councilperson Ferris moved to accept on First Reading AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON PROVIDING FOR A PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT, WHICH CHARTER AMENDMENT WOULD AMEND SECTION 8 BY ADOPTING THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE CITY MANAGER RESIDE WITHIN THIRTY MILES OF CITY BOUNDARIES and set the Public Hearing for October 24 in Council Chambers at 7:00 PM. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Councilperson Parrish moved to read the Ordinance by title only. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. Assistant City Manager Blosser read: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNTON PROVIDING FOR A PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT, WHICH CHARTER AMENDMENT WOULD AMEND SECTION 19 TO REQUIRE THAT DEPARTMENT HEADS RESIDE WITHIN THIRTY MILES OF CITY BOUNDARIES.
Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to accept AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNTON PROVIDING FOR A PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT, WHICH CHARTER AMENDMENT WOULD AMEND SECTION 19 TO REQUIRE THAT DEPARTMENT HEADS RESIDE WITHIN THIRTY MILES OF CITY BOUNDARIES on First Reading and set the Public Hearing for October 24 in Council Chambers at 7:00 PM. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Parrish moved to adjourn. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. Meeting adjourned at 7:55 P.M.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

