Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

November 10, 2014
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, November 10, 2014 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons Rodney Strait, and Mary Ann Ferris were present. Councilpersons James Coulter, Brian Parrish, and David Signorelli (in hospital with heart transplant) were absent. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were Assistant City Manager Travis Blosser, City Attorney Trey Simmerman, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Mayor DeMarco updated everyone on the condition of Councilperson Signorelli.
Petition of Citizens: Willard West of 914 Orchard Street, Shinnston asked for an answer to his question from the last meeting. Mayor DeMarco responded this is a Council Meeting, not the Police Department. Mr. West accused the Magistrate of running an illegal poker game. City Attorney Simmerman explained a Council Meeting is not the place for accusations such as this.
Jim Slusser of 505 Thomas Street, Shinnston asked if there is an update on his prior requests. He again brought up the question of a Sexual Harassment Policy. He stated the drain at the bottom of Thomas Street is plugged with rock. Assistant City Manager explained it is on the agenda of Public Works.

Mickie Arco of 4 Bernado Street, Shinnston thanked Council for paving Harvey Street.

In Executive Reports: Assistant City Manager Blosser reported Harvey Street was a project that had been in the works for years. There are some berm problems that will be addressed. The paving job for Harvey and 2 side streets cost $65,000. We will focus on paving in the next budget.
Blosser spoke about the Water Plant Tour. He stated Stantek Engineering was chosen as the engineers for the upgrades to the Water and Sewer Plants.

There were no protests on the Water Rate increase so the new rates will go into effect in February.

The East Avenue Sidewalk Project is almost done. He reviewed the Charles Street Sidewalk Project.

Mayor DeMarco Thanked Assistant City Manager Blosser for the Water Plant Tour.

Councilperson Ferris reported the Museum Board met. The Museum will be open Saturday and Sunday April through October 2015. About 45 people signed in during Frontier Days. The Museum held a private showing for the Home-Schooled children. She stated the donation from the Sue Brantley Smith Estate will be recognized. The Museum will collaborate with the Shinnston Historical Association. The Museum has an official Facebook Page.
Maxine Weser stated she had sent a letter of appreciation to the Sue Brantley Smith Estate. Ms. Ferris thanked her for that.

Councilperson Strait stated he had participated at the Trunk & Treat at First United Methodist Church.

Kathleen Panek of the Shinnston Information Center reported Shinnston had received quite a bit of Media coverage nationally and in Canada from the B & Bs For Vets in print and online.

Councilperson Ferris moved to accept as presented the Minutes of: Regular Meeting 10-14-2014; Work Session 10-27-2014. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

On the Agenda: Mayor DeMarco read the Proclamation for the Community Garden. It was presented to Lee Reger, Phyllis Reger, Pastor Cindy Murphy, and Jill Fratto. Jill Fratto wrote the Grant Application – Shinnston Thrives – under the Growing Healthy Communities Fund. Ms. Fratto stated a second Grant Application has been written.
Mayor DeMarco moved to read the Resolution for Holly Alley by Title Only. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Assistant City Manager Blosser read the Title of the Resolution to name Holly Alley.

Mayor DeMarco moved to accept the Resolution naming Holly Alley. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to read the Ordinance on First Reading by Title Only. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Assistant City Manager Blosser explained what the Ordinance was about and then read: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON PROVIDING FOR A PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT, WHICH CHARTER AMENDMENT WOULD AMEND SECTION 9 BY DESCRIBING WITH GREATER PARTICULARITY THE JOB DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CITY MANAGER.
Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to accept on First Reading the Ordinance as presented and set the Public Hearing for 7:00 PM January 12, 2015 in Council Chambers. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Assistant City Manager Blosser explained the purpose of the Ordinance for the Save-A-Lot property and the need to annex the property as quickly as possible.

Mayor DeMarco moved to read the Ordinance on First Reading by Title Only. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. Assistant City Manager Blosser read: AN ORDINANCE TO ALLOW THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO ACCEPT THE SAVE-A-LOT PROPERTY
Councilperson Ferris moved to accept the Ordinance on First Reading. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Assistant City Manager Blosser explained the Service Line Agreement with the Harrison County Board of Education. Since the Board of Education did not provide plans of the Middle School, they installed the meter that was supposed to be installed near the roadway near the school. This Agreement mandates the Board of Education is responsible for fixing any water leak within 24 hours or the water will be turned off. The Board of Education is responsible for the water line from the road.

Mayor DeMarco moved to go into Executive Session to discuss matters involving the sale or lease of property and advance construction planning which, if made public, might adversely affect the interests of the City; to discuss matters with counsel pursuant to the attorney/client privilege; and to discuss personnel matters.
Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Strait moved to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Strait moved to adjourn. Councilperson Ferris seconded. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

________________________________________
Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

