Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

December 8, 2014
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:05 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, December 8, 2014 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, and Brian Parrish were present. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Ferris gave the Invocation. Also present were Assistant City Manager Travis Blosser, City Attorney Trey Simmerman, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Mayor DeMarco requested a moment of silence in memory of deceased Councilperson David Signorelli.
James Nedrow of 502 Morris Street, Shinnston presented Council with maps of the River Trail being established on the West Fork River. He thanked Council for working with DNR to establish a river access in Shinnston.

Executive Reports: Mayor stated he had participated in the Christmas Parade Sunday and had been NC at the Shinnston Community Band Christmas Concert Saturday evening. He stated it was the best Concert to date.
Mayor DeMarco made Council aware that Harrison County Development Authority is planning to dissolve and create the Harrison County Development Corporation. It will be a “pay-to-play” organization with the small cities having a representative on the Board. Large contributors have more voting members on the Board.

Assistant City Manager Blosser offered condolences to the Signorelli family on behalf of the City, Staff, and employees. Blosser explained his method for creating the Budget. Each Councilperson was presented with the Budget Request form given to Department Heads, requesting the Council turn in their request for the Budget.

Blosser stated the City is still accepting applications for Water Operator Class II and Water Operator Trainee.

Blosser stated he researched the question regarding the dead meter at Trinity Church. They are receiving a minimum bill each month. The issue with the dead meter is a matter of cost effectiveness. The original meter was installed by the City of Fairmont. The customer was turned over to being a Shinnston water customer by the City of Fairmont. The meter is no longer being made and the company appears to have moved to Australia.  The cost to replace the meter, due to other issues with the location, would cost the City of Shinnston $8000 to $10,000. It is more cost effective to wait and replace that meter when more improvements are being made in that area. Shinnston is dealing with aged infrastructure in an era when Grants and Federal Funds no longer exist. The City is prioritizing projects by most cost effective to the most of the system.
Blosser reiterated there will be a Business Roundtable on December 11, 2014 at the Woman’s Club at 6:00 PM for the business community to talk about their needs. There will be a Town Hall meeting for the citizens of Shinnston at the Woman’s Club at 6:00 PM December 19, 2014. He urged all citizens to come to this meeting to tell the City their needs. The City cannot fix problems unless people tell us a problem exists.
There has been a problem acquiring the type of sand required for the Filter Beds at the Water Plant. Blosser informed Council he believes sand has been located and he is negotiating acquisition of it. The Filter installation will be complete once the sand is in place.

Councilperson Coulter asked if there is a completion date for the final demolition of the old bridge. Blosser replied none has been given as yet.

Councilperson Ferris moved to accept the Minutes of Regular Council Meeting 11-10-2014; Public Hearing 11-24-2014; Special Meeting 11-24-2014; and Work Session 11-24-2014 as presented Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded. Vice-Mayor Burnett requested corrections to the Work Session Minutes to clarify the person(s) being referred to as He. Motion with corrections passed by unanimous vote.
 Councilperson Ferris moved to read Agenda Item 1 on the agenda by Title Only. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Assistant Manager Blosser read:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON PROVIDING FOR A PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT, WHICH CHARTER AMENDMENT WOULD AMEND SECTION 8 BY ADOPTING THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE CITY MANAGER RESIDE WITHIN THIRTY MILES OF CITY BOUNDARIES
Councilperson Ferris moved to accept the Ordinance on Second and Final Reading. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Ferris moved to read Agenda Item 2 by Title Only. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Assistant City Manager read:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNTON PROVIDING FOR A PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT, WHICH CHARTER AMENDMENT WOULD AMEND SECTION 19 TO REQUIRE THAT DEPARTMENT HEADS RESIDE WITHIN THIRTY MILES OF CITY BOUNDARIES 
Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to accept the Ordinance on Second and Final Reading. Councilperson Ferris Seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Ferris moved to read Agenda Item 3 by Title Only. Mayor DeMarco seconded.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Assistant City Manager Blosser read:

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE REFUNDING OF THE OUTSTANDING WATER REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 1976 OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON THROUGH THE ISSUANCE BY THE CITY OF SHINNSTON OF NOT MORE THAN $843,000 IN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF WATER REFUNDING REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2015 B; PROVIDING FOR THE RIGHTS AND REMEDIES OF AND SECURITY FOR THE HOLDER OF SUCH BONDS; AUTHORIZING THE SALE AND PROVIDING FOR THE TERMS AND PROVISIONS OF SUCH BONDS AND ADOPTING OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING THERETO. 
Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to accept the Ordinance on Second Reading and to set the Public Hearing for January 12, 2015 in Council Chambers at 7:00 P.M. Councilperson Coulter seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Ferris moved to read Agenda Item 4 by Title Only. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Assistant City Manager Blosser read:

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE REFUNDING OF THE OUTSTANDING WATER REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 1983 OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON THROUGH THE ISSUANCE BY THE CITY OF SHINNSTON OF NOT MORE THAN $237,500 IN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF WATER REFUNDING REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2015 A; PROVIDING FOR THE RIGHTS AND REMEDIES OF AND SECURITY FOR THE HOLDER OF SUCH BONDS; AUTHORIZING THE SALE AND PROVIDING FOR THE TERMS AND PROVISIONS OF SUCH BONDS AND ADOPTING OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING THERETO 
Councilperson Ferris moved to accept the Ordinance on Second Reading and set the Public Hearing for January 12, 2015 in Council Chambers following the first Public Hearing.  Councilperson Coulter seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco moved to go into Executive Session to discuss matters arising from the appointment of a public officer or employee, or prospective public officer or employee. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Coulter moved to return to Regular Session. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Coulter moved to set a Special Meeting for December 17 at 5:30 P. M, in Council Chambers to make an appointment to the vacant Council Seat in Ward 3. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Ferris moved to adjourn. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 P. M.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

