Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

March 9, 2015
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:15 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, March 9, 2015 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Travis Blosser, City Attorney Trey Simmerman, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Mayor DeMarco welcomed newly appointed Commissioner Chunki Angotti. Commissioner Angotti spoke to Council stating he did not know how this City manages to do what they do with the little they have to work with. He thanked Council for moving him to the beginning of the meeting as he had another engagement.
Petition of Citizens: Cindy Scott, 949 Hood Avenue, Shinnston said she has been coming to Council Meetings since April 2014. She thinks cell phones should be turned off and that faces have been made when people speak.
Damon Eakle, 75 Clement Street, Shinnston brought photos to show Council the crack in his driveway to show how the State needs to grind down the street and fix the curb. He asked if City Manager Blosser had met with the Department of Highways yet. Blosser said not yet. He said he will check what the State will do and keep Mr. Eakle updated.

Jim Slusser, 505 Thomas Street, Shinnston stated Tetrick & Bartlett is still working on the Balance Sheet. He says the City should have a reduction in fee. He thinks the position of Community Development Director is a waste of funds. In another point, he stated the former City Manager is a revolving door. City Attorney Simmerman replied he had reviewed the Sections of Code cited by Mr. Slusser previously and it is to prevent appearance of impropriety – as in cannot go out and start a company using the previous position to gain personally.
Slusser continued, the Audit Report stated there are not enough checks and balances in the Office. City Manager Blosser replied that refers to the Segregation of Duties. We do not have enough Staff to Segregate Duties.

Councilperson Coulter stated he personally does not have a smirk on his face. Valid things have been brought up. He is listening. He does not like when Council as a whole is attacked. He does not like personal attacks. He would like to see comments to be in a more respectful way.
Councilperson Strait said he may have “made some faces”. He said he respects the people here but does not appreciate the personal attacks on Council. He said we should be working together.

Mickey Arco of Harvey Street said the City did an excellent job with snow removal.

Councilperson Ferris asked if she could assign $500 of her salary to the Library. Blosser replied, yes.

Executive Reports:  City Manager Blosser stated citizens may be seeing Stantec and City workers looking at meters and meter wells for a new meter upgrade. Morris Avenue will see work on a sewer and water main. He has been informed by Enterprise Sanitation that service was interrupted by a truck being down. Blosser stated customers should be calling the City if there is a problem with service.
Blosser informed Council the Masonic Cemetery has been sold to a private company and they will begin selling cemetery plots.

Mayor DeMarco asked about the backhoe. Blosser stated the status has not changed. We need a part. Public Works did what they had to to keep it working.

Councilperson Coulter reported the Shinnston Development Authority met at the Media Center of Lincoln Middle School. The meeting started with a tour of the facility. The main part of the meeting was a presentation by Shae Strait who is working on his thesis. He is proposing to focus on the West Fork River Rail-Trail and research a plan for the rail-trail. This Plan will be FREE to the City. It possibly could include a concept of downtown landscaping and creating walking trails around the City. He is also working on the concept of living spaces above shops.
Mayor DeMarco reported receipt of resignation from Debra Herndon for the Library Board and the Shinnston Development Authority.

Councilperson Ferris moved to approve the Minutes of: Regular Meeting 2-9-2015; Special Meeting 2-23-2015; Work Session 2-23-2015 as presented. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded. Motion passed by unanimous note.

Councilperson Strait moved to approve Proposed FY 2015-2016 General,
Coal Severance, Excess Levy and Water Fund Budgets as presented. Councilperson Parrish seconded. A discussion ensued. Motion was passed by unanimous vote.
City Manager Blosser stated he and the Finance Director have been looking over Finances and he expects to make a significant announcement by June.

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to approve the Resolution to Support the Designation of the West Fork River Water Trail System and authorize the Mayor to sign it. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. In discussion it was stated this is only an endorsement. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to authorize the acceptance and conditions of the Governor’s Community Participation Grant Program through the West Virginia Development Office of $15,000 for the Water Treatment Project and for the Mayor to sign the Resolution. Councilperson Coulter seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to go into Executive Session for reasons of Personnel. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Parrish made a motion to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Parrish made a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Regular Council Meeting on March 9, 2015 stood adjourned at 8:50 P.M until the third Tuesday in April.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

