Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

August 11, 2014
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:03 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, August 11, 2014 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and David Signorelli were present. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Debra Herndon. Assistant City Manager Travis Blosser, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained a quorum was present.

Under Petitions of Citizens:
Maxine Weser of 70 Ferguson Street, Shinnston stated she wanted to ask a few questions as there is no mention on the agenda of important items. She wants streets, water sewer, and employees to be discussed. She spoke about the proposed Community Building stating Dr. Kalaycioglu donated his building to the City and she hopes it is not torn down in his lifetime.

Willard West of 914 Orchard Street, Shinnston said Maxine covered his thoughts. He asked, does anyone look at the sidewalks? Councilperson Strait replied to him stating he does walk the sidewalks and that we do what we can.
Cindy Scott of 949 Hood Avenue, Shinnston asked, “Why don’t we have a noise Ordinance?  Mayor DeMarco replied that a question should be asked in advance so we can research an answer.  Scott asked about the proposed boat ramp. Assistant City Manager Blosser stated he had a meeting about the boat ramp with DNR and an engineer. She also asked why the State Road put a $600 stop sign by her house.

Dan Sowers of 114 Stewart Street, Shinnston thanked Council for giving him their time. He stated Council and the Police are doing a great job. He said people are speeding through the stop signs at Stewart and North Streets.

Cheryl Vandegrift of 948 Hood Avenue, Shinnston asked if there are buildings available. She was asked about buildings in Shinnston by someone who wants to do a candy shop. Assistant City Manager Blosser explained the City tries to match people up. Building owners have not been forthcoming with registering their buildings so the City can do this effectively.

Councilperson Ferris moved to accept the Minutes of: Public Hearing 7-14-2014; Regular Meeting 7-14-2014; Special Meeting (Executive) 7-28-2014; Public Hearing 7-28-2014; Special Meeting 7-28-2014; Work Session 7-28-2014.Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Under Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco reported he presented the Resolution to Randall Hall. He received an invitation to the Vintage Theatre pool party.
Mayor DeMarco said he met with Harrison County Superintendent Manchin and stated Shinnston would like to be a model city. He also asked Superintendent Manchin about seeing the plans for the Lincoln Middle School.

Mayor DeMarco, City Engineer Cain, and Assistant City Manager Blosser net at the Water Plant and toured the facility. He also met with Neighbors Helping Neighbors.

Councilperson Ferris replied to a previously asked question by a citizen regarding Emma Clarke writing Grant Applications. She stated writing Grants is not as easy as it seems. M. L. Quinn now has her own grant writing firm. She can and is willing to write grants for Shinnston. However, her fees start at 3 times what Ms. Clarke is paid. She also called the Ethics Commission regarding the question raised about City Manager Herndon and herself serving on the Museum Board. She was told it is not a Conflict of Interest per State Code 20.13-37 since neither she nor Ms. Herndon would have no personal gain.
City Manager Herndon reported she will meet at 1:00 P.M. tomorrow with the Project Manager on the Sidewalk Grant Projects to see the sidewalks.

She reported we have a contract for the Prevention Resource Officer (have received the grant since 2009). She has been asked for the paperwork to be returned by August 27. She requested Council to add the PRO Resolution to the Agenda tonight to make that possible.

She asked State Senator Sam Cann if the funds he acquired for the Water Project could be moved to pay for Plant repairs. Senator Cann gave approval. Charleston said there is no problem if we rewrite the request so the paperwork can go through. She requested that theResolution be added to the Agenda.
Councilperson Ferris moved to add the two items. Councilperson Coulter seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Assistant City Manager Blosser used Power Point as a visual aid to give his report on the filters at the Water Plant. There was a discussion of the Distribution System. The Conserve Water request starts tomorrow.

He answered questions regarding the Enterprise (Water and Sewer) Funds explaining with current rates there is no “wiggle room”. The City can only charge operating costs. He showed actual figures for June 30, July 31, and August 8, 2014. As of August 8, 2014 the balance in the General Fund is + $104,521.81.
The presentation for Home Rule will be August 25 starting at 8:00 AM at Bridgeport City Hall.

Councilperson Ferris moved to read the Ordinance by Title only. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

City Manager Herndon read: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO PROVIDE FOR THE PROHIBITED USE OF AN ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS DEVICE, DRIVING WITHOUT HANDS-FREE FEATURES; DEFINITIONS; EXCEPTIONS; PENALTIES

Mayor DeMarco moved to accept on Second and Final Reading. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to allow Councilperson Ferris to sign the Resolution for the Prevention Resource Officer on behalf of the City. Councilperson Coulter seconded. Motion passed with 6 Aye votes and Councilperson Ferris abstaining.

Councilperson Parrish moved to accept the Resolution to change the scope of the Governor’s Participation Grant funds. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor DeMarco moved to go into Executive Session pursuant to WV Code 6-9A-4(9)to consider matters involving or affecting advanced construction planning and personnel. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Signorelli moved to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Signorelli moved to adjourn. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 10:01 P.M.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

