Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

September 8, 2014
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:03 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, September 08, 2014 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and David Signorelli (via phone) were present. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were Assistant City Manager Travis Blosser and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained a quorum was present.

Marion Russell of 608 High Street complained about the proposed rate hike. 

Jim Slusser of 505 Thomas Street stated he has lived in Shinnston all his life. He challenged the rate increase of 67%. Assistant City Manager Blosser stated the rate increase is not 67%. And explained the rate increases in detail. 

Cindy Scott of 949 Hood Avenue thanked the City for getting the boat launch moved. She says there is a problem with the new bridge and asked for a guard rail at the end of the bridge. She stated Vine Street is being used more and requested a Children At Play sign for Vine Street. She asked about a lower speed limit on Hood Avenue and Assistant 
City Manager Blosser said they are already talking to the State about that.
Damon Eakle of 75 Clement Street stated when he moved into his house, the sidewalk was 4 inches above the street. It is now below the street. He asked if the City could get the State to fix the artesian wells below the street and get the street milled and paved.

Marion Russell made comments about personnel in Public Works. Councilperson Ferris tried to explain the changes coming in personnel in Public Works.

Willard West of 914 Orchard Street said the drain on Mulberry Street is plugged. He said the City says it belongs to the State and the State says it belongs to the City. He stated he would fix it but cannot get the lid off.

Maxine Weser asked how many years are left on the Bonds being refinanced for. There are 4 years left on the 1976 Bonds and 12 on the 1978 Bonds. They can be refinanced only for the term of the loan.
Cheryl Vandegrift asked about the cost of repainting the water tanks. She said the price in Buckhannon was a lot less.

Asked about the rate increases, Blosser stated the quoted 13.5% quoted 2 weeks ago has now been reduced to 6.5%.

Linda Hollar asked if the water tanks have had any work done on them since 1996. Blosser stated the answer is no.

Mr. Slusser asked when was the last complete audit done? Blosser answered 2013. Slusser asked if someone had been “asleep at the wheel”. Blosser explained the problems are due to aging infrastructure.
Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco attended the Drug Coalition meeting.  Harrison County Prosecutor Shaffer attended. Shaffer spoke highly of the Prevention Resource Officers.

He called Rick Rock about the landscaping at the EMS building. The Mayor reported on attending the Harrison County Mayors Meeting. Mayor DeMarco went to Charleston to receive the PRO grant written by City Manager Blosser and the Underage Drinking grant written by grant writer Emma Clarke. 

The Mayor received a call regarding the boat launching area. It will be located where the old Tech Shop was. He talked to Anthony Fratto of the Harrison County Board of Education and was told the tennis courts are almost finished. He attended the Home Rule Board presentations.
Assistant City Manager Blosser reported the Water Plant filter upgrades are 50% completed. The new Filter #1 is in and working better than expected.

Blosser met with Fairmont, Monongah, Morgantown, and other PSDs regarding the new law for water systems. Conversations regarded cost sharing with Fairmont and Monongah for the costs of water testing since all have water intakes in the same vicinity as well as looking at the costs of a secondary water intake BEFORE it is mandated.

Blosser attended the Municipal League Conference. He is now the Secretary/Treasurer of the West Virginia City Managers Association. 

Councilperson Ferris reported there had not been a Museum Board meeting.

Councilperson Strait reported he met with Pastor Cindy Murphy to create a plan to put together a clearing house for the needs of older citizens.

Councilperson Ferris moved to accept the Minutes of Public Hearing and Regular Council Meeting of 8-11-2014 and the Utility Improvement Plan meeting of 8-25-2014. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor DeMarco moved to accept the Resolution for the Utility Improvement Plan. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

City Attorney Tom Michael is retiring. Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to accept the Resolution appointing Trey Simmerman as City Attorney. Councilperson Coulter seconded. Councilperson asked if it would be effective immediately and was told yes. It was stated he will have time to work with Attorney Michael to get acclimated. Motion passed by unanimous vote. Mayor DeMarco administered the Oath of Office to Attorney Simmerman.
Mayor DeMarco moved to read the Ordinance by title only. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Assistant City Manager Blosser read: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA, AMENDING THE ORDINANCE OR RATE SCHEDULE ESTABLISHING A REVISED SCHEDULE OF JUST AND EQUITABLE RATES, FOR THE SERVICE AND FACILITIES FURNISHED THE CUSTOMERS OF THE WATER SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA.

Mayor DeMarco moved to accept on First Reading. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor DeMarco moved to set the Public Hearing followed immediately by a Special Council Meeting on September 29 at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to read the Ordinance by title only. Councilperson Coulter seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Assistant City Manager Blosser read: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA, PROVIDING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CODIFIED CODES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA WITH REGARD TO SEWER SERVICE RATES.

Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to adopt the Ordinance on First Reading. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to set the Public Hearing on September 29 at 7:00 P.M. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco moved to sign the Resolution regarding Underage Drinking. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Regarding the City Manager Contract, Councilperson Ferris moved to Table. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco moved to go into Executive Session for reasons of personnel. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Signorelli moved to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote

Councilperson Signorelli moved to adjourn. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 P.M.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

