Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

January 11, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, January 11, 2016 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were Interim City Manager Debra Herndon, City Attorney Trey Simmerman and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Motion to approve minutes: Public Hearing and Regular Meeting 12-14-15; Special Meeting 12-19-15; Public Hearing, Special Meeting and Work Session 12-28-15; Special Meeting 1-4-16 -  Ferris / Parrish.  Approved unanimously.

There were no Citizens Petitions.
In Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco he attended the meeting of the Harrison County Development Corporation. Representative of the Harrison County Development Authority attended that meeting and were pleased with the work of the Development Corporation now that they have hired a Director. He sent an e-mail regarding street lights that were out. He informed those present to go to the First Energy web site and fill out a form.

He reached out to Department of Highways at Meadowbrook regarding Clement Street and he, Interim City Manager Herndon, and Public Works Supervisor Dusty Watson have a meeting with them at 8:30 A.M. tomorrow.
He reported he had gone to the Jeff Wetzel Challenger League kick-off with Harrison County Parks & Recreation. Mike Book likes what Shinnston has done. 

Wednesday at 6:00 P.M. the Mayors Association will meet and they will be meeting with Region VI.

Interim City Manager Herndon reported: OFFICE – Scott has been busy with end of year reporting and preparation of W-2 forms.  There are some new requirements concerning the Affordable Health Care Act, as well. 

POLICE – the Department will be working DUI, Distracted Driving and Click-it-or-ticket grants.

PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE – Dusty is working with Scott Aldridge and Charles Dotson on timing for dredging ponds.

WATER PLANT - Check Valve for high lift pump has been ordered.  Repairs are coming along.  Pump at intake may be done in a couple of weeks.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – John and I interviewed a couple of applicants and Chad Owens has been hired as an OIT at the Wastewater Plant.

VEHICLES / MAJOR EQUIPMENT – nothing to report

AGREEMENTS – PSC was reviewing the agreement between us and Whitehall PSD.  They’ve set an Administrative Law Judge hearing on it for July.

WATER PROJECT (12” MAIN) - I’ve reminded the attorney and engineer that the next conference call is January 14th.

BUILDING CODES / PROPERTY MAINTENANCE – Very pleased that 41 Vine Street has been secured and arrangements are being made to demolish garage.  Vincent Smith has a good relationship with the owner’s representative and same company acquired Baker property.  Reuben also met with the representative and discussed the City’s concerns and the Bad Building Program.

COMMUNITY CENTER - Nothing to report.

GRANTS – Will be getting the Intents-to-Apply in for the Transportation Alternatives grants and the Recreational Trail grants for the 2016 cycle in the next couple of days.  Robert Kozul from Stantec has been helping me with the technical parts of these.

RECREATION – Reuben has been very busy with bookings (he doesn’t take any till Jan 1) for pool and pavilion as well as planning for the 2016 season.

WEB PAGE, FACEBOOK, TWITTER – nothing to report.

BUSINESS DISTRICT – nothing to report

SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY / BLUEPRINT – Next meeting will be on the 20th.

COMMUNITY / ON TRAC –ECONOMIC /COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – Will be attending the WVRC Fast Track program with Jill Fratto and LaReta Lowther on the 14th.  We were selected to get $3,000 for the Activities Park.  This initiative is tied to Brownfields, so our ability to get the Activities Park identified as a brownfield area continues to pay off.

ANNEXATION – Trey is working on apartment annexation (Cook). Minor boundary adjustment.

CONTACTS – Made MANY contacts last week while attending the Legislative Preview Luncheon on the 6th and the board meeting of the Harrison County Economic Development Corporation on the 7th.

She also reported the State approved the Audit Contract. There is a Conference call on the Main Line Project on the 14th. Trey will be on the call. We received a Water Source Plan by Thrasher from Region VI.
Bruce McDaniel from the City’s engineering firm, Stantec, reported on the 12-inch Main Line Project. He stated the EDJC documents are done. We are obtaining rights-of-way, targeting 80% in February, currently at 60%. Lines are being redrawn due to a refusal of R-O-W. They are also working on the Transportation Enhancement Grant Projects. The East Shinnston Sidewalk Project has been signed-off on. The Charles Street Sidewalk Project has required the plans to be reworked due to new ADA requirements. The plans have been sent to Charleston. The Rt. 19 Sidewalk and the Activities Park walking trail must be re-designed. The Rail-Trail Project is in the design phase and is with the DOH Project Manager. The Rail-Trail paving is in the first stages of design.
The Package Plant at Lincoln Apartments lift station design is ready for approval to eliminate the Package Plant.

The Advanced Meter Reader Project will be limited to cone metering and the bulk of the money will go into tanks and the treatment plant. The Check valve replacement has been ordered from GA Industries and is several weeks from completion.
Mayor DeMarco asked about the Rail-Trail Bathroom Project and was told it is still open.

Vice Mayor Burnett made a motion to appoint Samuel Dylan Oliveto as Chief of Shinnston Volunteer Fire Department. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. Vice-Mayor Burnett pointed out he will be the first 2nd generation Chief.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to approve the proposed 2016 Meeting Schedule as presented. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. The Schedule will be posted on the Shinnstonwv web site.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to appoint Amy Haberbosch Wilson as City Manager starting February 1, 2016. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Strait reported the garage at 41 Vine Street had been torn down due to the efforts of Councilperson Coulter.
Mayor DeMarco made a motion to go into Executive Session for matters of Personnel. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Councilperson Parrish made a motion to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Strait made a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 P.M.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

