Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

January 13, 2014
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, January 13, 2014 by Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, and Brian Parrish were present. Mayor Sam DeMarco and Councilperson David Signorelli was absent.  Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett led the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Debra Herndon, Assistant City Manager Travis Blosser, Field Supervisor Dusty Watson, Jill Fratto, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Jill Fratto who wrote the Growing Healthy Communities Grant – Shinnston Thrives – and is Project Manager for it gave a presentation to Council about the grant and the program. The Committee for Shinnston Thrives will meet January 16 at 6:00 PM in Council Chambers. All are invited. The program consists of: 5 mini-health fairs with the first being held January 23. These will be held at the Epworth Center partnering with the Lord’s Pantry food Bank, First United Methodist Church, and MVA Clinic.  There will be one per month for 5 months. Two classes will be held at the Lighthouse in partnership with the Baptist Church. In the Spring there will be a Community Garden in the lot owned by the First United Methodist Church in partnership with the Master Gardeners and several other organizations. Shinnston Shop N Save is working with the project with pricing on spices and other items needed for the project.
Councilperson Ferris moved to accept the Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of December 9, 2013 with corrections. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Michael Ridenour of 695 Down Bridge Road, Enterprise, WV spoke to Council about doing a Poker Run to raise funds for the Shinn Cemetery Preservation Project. Susan Hearn Kirstein of 73 Vine Street, Shinnston did a presentation to Council on the Shinn Cemetery Preservation Project stating they were working with the Shinnston Historical Association. The purpose of the presentation was to show Council what they are doing and why they are doing it. 

Councilperson Ferris asked if they were “legitimized” and Ms. Kirstein responded their registration is in process with the Secretary of State’s Office.

Councilperson Strait asked if they had an estimate of how much funding would be needed – the response was whatever we can raise.
Janice Schaer, 103 Ferguson Street addressed Council with a problem concerning a neighbor removing ciders from the hill on Ferguson Street. It will be discussed at the Work Session.

In Executive Reports: Vice-Mayor Burnett had nothing.

Assistant City Manager Blosser gave the City Manager’s Report.  He stated we had sent out Press Releases about the Boil Orders. Notice was also given via the electronic sign, Facebook, Twitter, and Nixel. However, due to some office glitches, the schools were not directly notified. There have since been discussions with the school system re how they are to be notified of water problems. Assistant City Manager Blosser recognized the City Workers for their work under extreme temperatures and the difficulty of the repairs.
He also state the City is getting ready to roll out a new fleet card that will save the City approximately $1000 per year. The new company will calculate the Excise Tax monthly and deduct it from the bill. This will also improve cash flow.

We are also working on improving collections.

Councilperson Strait asked what chemicals we check for in our water system. Field Supervisor Watson explained what tests are done and required. Watson explained many tests are done with the water, including at the intake. Councilperson Strait suggested we do a Press Release about the water testing we do in light of the water emergency in Charleston.
City Manager Herndon reported on the 2 new Policemen. She stated we lost one of the new City Workers we had hired. 4 of the old police cruisers have been sold. She reported she had had a call from Marion Docks re the Patrick water extension. We are working on 2 properties on lower Station Street. One of the new Officers is involved with helping us get moving on this. The City Attorney is working on a contract with Rick McElroy for Building Inspector. First Energy is looking into changing the street light bulbs to be better at no cost to the City. LaReta Lowther is working on our Strategic Plan. Reclaim Company will begin the demolition of the FEMA structures on Pike Street on Monday. Asbestos abatement was needed on some of the structures. A-Star got the contract for the asbestos abatement.

Field Supervisor Watson reported on the water tanks during the water breaks.

In Board Reports: Councilperson Ferris reported on the Museum Board that had met prior to this meeting tonight. She gave a report on their investments. The Museum will be open on Thursdays from 10 until 6, and Fridays and Saturdays from 10 until 2 for the 2014 Season of April thru October.
Councilperson Strait moved to accept on First Reading AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING PUBLIC DEDICATION OF STADIUM DRIVE. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Strait moved to set January 27 at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers as a Public Hearing to be immediately followed by a Special Meeting of Council. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Assistant City Manager Blosser stated installation of access control on the doors to City Offices for safety issues and Public access is currently in process.

Field Supervisor Watson updated Council on water breaks. 

City Manager Herndon stated she had attended a Chamber meeting today. There had been a presentation about the Honor Flights to Washington, DC. They are in the process of raising money to do an Honor Flight from the North-Central Regional Airport on May 10, 2014. WWII and Korean Veterans go free and Aides (called Guardians) do training and pay $250. She also stated she is now on the Board at UHC on the Finance Committee.

Councilperson Parrish moved and Councilperson Ferris seconded to adjourn. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

