Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

October 13, 2015
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Tuesday, October 13, 2015 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Ferris gave the Invocation. Also present were Interim City Manager Debra Herndon, City Attorney Trey Simmerman and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to approve the Minutes of Regular Council Meeting 9-14-2015 and 9-28-2015. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Minutes were approved by unanimous vote with the correction to Regular Minutes of 9-14-2015 adding a second to the motion to go into Executive Session.
Petition of Citizens: Alea Bartlett of 93 Fourth Street, Shinnston asked for information about parking on Fourth Street. It was No Parking between Signs. Now it is No Parking on the side of the street away from the hill. What is the minimum width of a street for freedom of movement? How wide is my street? How wide are other streets? She requested the Minutes placing the signs in Fourth Street. Parking is now on the hydrant side of the street.
Vice-Mayor Burnett explained the signs had been there for years and most likely would not be in any Minutes as they were placed as a safety issue. He said snow plows had knocked them down and they should be replaced.

Councilperson Kovalck said the No Parking should be on the other side because of the hydrant. He will ask the Chief of Shinnston Volunteer Fire Department look into it with the Chief of Police.

Erik Ferris 1020 Matthews Street, Shinnston asked that the ATV Ordinance be passed.

Adam Southern of 4 Riverdale Ridge Road, Shinnston asked that the ATC Ordinance be passed.

Tino Felosa of 55, Simon Drive, Shinnston asked the ATV Ordinance to be passed.

Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco reported the Harrison County Development Corporation met the new Director, Jamie Metz.

Interim City Manager Herndon reported: OFFICE – Finance Director attended Auditor’s training and Government Finance Officers Association training.  One bid for audit is in, Scott contacted two others that may get bids in soon.  Decision needs to be made by end of November so there is still time to get these in and to the Audit Committee for selection.  We are moving the bill pay window back to the right side as you enter the building.  Having the bill-pay activity next to the Manager’s Office and the Conference Room makes it very difficult to have a professional conversation.

POLICE – The Chief and Deputy Chief attended Officer Kirkpatrick’s graduation from the WV State Police Academy.  Kirkpatrick will start working with Chief Carlson on Tuesday to get final training to be on his own.  Chief Carlson is doing some background on a certified officer who may be available a the beginning of November.  I have interviewed him and am satisfied contingent on Carlson’s research.

PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE – Public Works is back to a full contingency of workers and Dusty is pleased with the two most recent hires.  One seems to have mechanical skills and the other has been very quick in picking up meter reading and repair skills associated with water.  Dusty and I have met at least twice a week on the task list and I am pleased with the progress he has made.  Dusty has started laying up cinders for the coming winter.

WATER PLANT  -  Agenda item.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – The plant itself is doing well but the Lincoln Package Plant will continue to be an issue until we replace it with a lift station.  Stantec is working with John to design a lift station – the question is whether to design a temporary or permanent one and this question goes back to whether the City is going to go ahead with the Phase II sewer project and when that might happen.  I’d recommend a work session with Stantec in the near future.

VEHICLES / MAJOR EQUIPMENT –  Dump truck is back (transmission) and parts have been ordered for backhoe.  The parts take a while to get here as it is a JBC which came from England. The backhoe can be operated in the mean time.  Public Works is getting vehicles ready for the coming winter.

AGREEMENTS – I have reason to believe that the contract negotiations will get attention from the state or national union representatives.  I think there is concern about working conditions since the number of Union employees went from a long-time average of 17 down to the current  11.  These numbers will improve as new hires get past their 6 month-probationary period and join the Union.

WATER PROJECT (12” MAIN)  - Richard Gaines and Bruce McDaniel from Stantec met with Scott Aldridge from the Water Plant and Dusty Watson from Public Works to go over all the aspects planned with the project.  I think there has been a lack of communication in the past between the engineers and the people in the field which has resulted in problems.

BUILDING CODES / PROPERTY MAINTENANCE – Two structures down on Walnut Street – Jim Hammond has been very good to work with – he will be taking down another on Station.  Code Enforcement Officer Vince Smith has met with City Attorney Trey Simmerman and they have set action items that I’ve very happy with.  Vince will come to the Work Session to share.  Rick McElroy is finishing up one or two more projects and then he will be fully retired.  The City Attorney and I met with Clarksburg and Bridgeport’s City Managers and Attorneys on some strategy involving Home Rule which should make enforcement easier.

COMMUNITY CENTER  - nothing to report

MUSEUM  - nothing to report / defer to Mrs. Ferris.

GRANTS – Reuben and I will soon begin the application for Land and Water Conservation Fund grant for pool repairs.  Still need to schedule Scope of Work meeting for Stantec and DOH Project Manager.

RECREATION –  Reuben met with Jennifer Waybright regarding wheelchair swing.  As soon as Public Works gets more pressing needs caught up, we need to add installation of benches and trash receptacles at park and moving playground. 

WEB PAGE, FACEBOOK, TWITTER – Reuben met with CityNet regarding app but it was cost-prohibitive.  

BUSINESS DISTRICT – nothing to report.

SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY / BLUEPRINT COMMUNITY / ON TRAC – Should be able to schedule a meeting as soon as board seats are filled.

ECONOMIC /COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – The Mayor and I attended a meeting of the Harrison County Economic Development Corporation where the new Director was introduced.

ANNEXATION - nothing to report at this time.

CONTACTS – nothing to report at this time.

Mayor DeMarco asked if we know what % of Rights-of-Way have been obtained? Herndon replied up to 70% now and must have 80% to proceed. 
Mayor DeMarco asked if we are done patching streets? Oakwood Area is not done.

Mayor DeMarco asked if the new Code Officer is looking at 585? Herndon replied, yes.

Councilperson Ferris requested a discussion of parking and the community building with input from James Swiger at the Work Session.

Under Board Reports: None to report.

Mayor DeMarco read a Proclamation honoring Mary Ann Spadafore for her Service Award. Monday, October 19, 2015 was proclaimed Mary Ann Spadafore Day. Councilperson Strait made a motion to accept the Proclamation. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Ferris made a motion for the City of Shinnston to accept the Resolution to go on record in support of the Harrison County Board of Education Excess Levy. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion that we authorize out attorney to prepare an Ordinance repealing Shinnston’s Ordinance prohibiting the use of all-terrain vehicles on City streets so that Shinnston follows State Law on this matter. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Councilperson Ferris read a statement regarding her approval of the Ordinance. In discussion, Mayor DeMarco asked the attorney about the process. Simmerman pointed out it will allow ATVs on the shoulders of City streets. Councilperson Coulter asked about insurance and was told insurance is required. Mayor DeMarco, and Councilpersons Coulter, Strait, Ferris, and Kovalck noted yes. Vice-Mayor Burnett and Councilperson Parrish voted no. Motion passed.
Development Director Perdue asked if the City was funding the wheelchair swing. Councilperson Ferris made a motion to use levy funds to pay for the wheelchair swing. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Re Water Issues: Water Plant Operator Scott Aldridge spoke of the status at the Water Plant. He stated one raw water pump and one high lift pump check valve and both flocculators are down. He explained other things that are needed at the Water Plant. Mayor DeMarco made a motion for the General Fund to loan up to $60,000 to the Water Fund for repairs if Council is presented with a Plan for repayment. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. Councilperson Ferris thanked Aldridge and Charles Dotson for their service to the City of Shinnston.
Home Rule Amendment: The City would like to see a Home Rule Amendment to allow on-the-spot citation authority to the Building Inspector for bad properties to streamline the process. This was a discussion of the planned process. There was also a discussion of the proposal relating to the City having power for the Building Inspector instead of the State Fire Commission.
Re the Selection Committee for City Manager: Interim City Manager Herndon stated 12 resumes had been received. Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to form a Selection Committee of Lee Reger, Adela Cortez, Jim Scudere, Carla Hinerman, James Coulter, and Mary Ann Ferris to “weed out” resumes. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed with Mayor DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Burnett, and Councilpersons Strait, Parrish, and Kovalck voting yes. Councilpersons Coulter and Ferris abstained.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to name Vice-Mayor Burnett and Councilpersons Strait and Kovalck to be the Water Committee. Mayor DeMarco and Councilpersons Coulter, Ferris, and Parrish voted yes. Vice-Mayor Burnett and Councilpersons Strait and Kovalck abstained. Motion passed.

Re Board Appointments: 

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to appoint David Harbert to the Library Board for 2015-2020. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to appoint Rodney Strait to the Planning and Zoning Commission for 2015-2017. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote with Councilperson Strait abstaining.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to appoint Kathleen Panek to the Planning and Zoning Commission for 2015-2017. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to appoint Jay Riley to the Park Board for 2015-2021. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to appoint Ronald Byrd to the Building Commission for 2015-2018. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to appoint James Lowman to the Sanitary Board for 2015-2018. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to appoint Robert Powelson to the Zoning Board of Appeals for 2015-2017. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to appoint Gary Fazalere to the Zoning Board of Appeals for 2015-2017. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to appoint Derek McIntyre to the Zoning Board of Appeals for 2015-2017. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to appoint Jill Fratto to the Shinnston Development Authority for 2015-2018. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to appoint Mary Ann Spadafore to the Shinnston Development Authority for 2015-2018. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to appoint Mary Jane Wright to the Shinnston Development Authority for 2015-2018. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to appoint Debra Herndon to fill a vacancy on the Shinnston Development Authority for 2015-2017. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to go into Executive Session for: 
Pursuant to WV Code 6-9A-4(b)(2)(A): To discuss matters arising from the appointment. Employment, retirement, promotion, transfer, demotion, disciplining, resignation, discharge, dismissal or compensation of a public officer.

Pursuant to WV Code 6-9A-4(b)(2)(12): to discuss any matter by express provision of federal or state or rule of court is rendered confidential, or which is not considered a public record within the meaning of the freedom of information act as set forth in article one chapter twenty nine b of this code.
Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Parrish made a motion to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
Councilperson Parrish made a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

