Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

November 9, 2015
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, November 9, 2015 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. James Coulter was absent due to his Mother’s funeral.  Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Ferris gave the Invocation. Also present were Interim City Manager Debra Herndon, City Finance Officer Scott Fowler, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to accept the Minutes of Regular Meeting 10-13-15 and Work Session 10-26-15 as presented. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Citizen Petitions: Wanda Ashcraft of 602 Highland, Shinnston spoke for Rebekah Lodge #47 thanking Council and the City for the use of Council Chambers for their meetings. Rebekah Lodge #47 won First Place in International competition for their project to send a Shinnston girl who was going blind to Disney World. Mayor DeMarco thanked the Rebekah Lodge for brining honor to Shinnston.
Fred Aldridge, 411 Pike Street, Shinnston, proprietor of Urban Farmhouse and Home Style in Shinnston, spoke to Council regarding the proposed change in the ATV Ordinance. He is against the change as his concern is the image of the City of Shinnston to people coming in to the City.

Judy Noble 107 4th Street, Shinnston spoke to the traffic /parking pattern on 4th Street. She thanked the Council for filling the potholes.
Mary Lou Lantz 1242 E Pike Street, Shinnston said she does not want to see ATVs flying down the streets of Shinnston. She stated they are crossing the right-of-way on her property.

Bill Watson 1237 E Pike Street, Shinnston does not want the ATV Ordinance passed.
Edward Ayers 32 Roosevelt Street, Shinnston spoke against the ATV Ordinance saying kids are on the 4-wheelers and they and other riders are not seeing kids on bikes.

Jim Barker 1244 Philly Lane, Shinnston stated he has broken every law with an ATV and is against passage of the ATV Ordinance.

Okey Hall 1246 Philly Lane, Shinnston is against the ATV Ordinance because of noise and the danger of them getting themselves or kids hurt.

Brennie Nichols of 1226 Philly Lane, Shinnston is against the ATV Ordinance change.

Pat Post 61 Roosevelt Street, Shinnston is against the ATV Ordinance change. She said ATV riders re on the Rail-Trail which is against the law. The noise factor and the fact they are already ignoring the law is why. She thinks it is a bad idea to change the Ordinance.

Derek McIntyre 236 First Street, Shinnston is in favor of passing the ATV Ordinance change. He recommends the City license them for a fee.
In Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco stated the Harrison County Development Corporation Director Jamie Metz started Monday. He was previously with Monongahela Power. Metz presented a 100-day Plan which includes a visit to Shinnston City Council.

Interim City Manager Herndon thanked Derek McIntyre for changing lights At the Water Plant.

Interim City Manager’s Report for November 9, 2015:
OFFICE – Audit proposals have been reviewed.  Interim Manager, Finance Director and Accounts Receivable / Payable Clerk met and have established parameters for writing off debt.  In their down time (usually 21st through end of month, each month) Carla and Leslie are reviewing accounts and writing off uncollectable debts.  We’ve needed to do this for a LONG time – Scott has a good knowledge of what is practical and prudent.  Turned over 28 resumes for City Manager to Carla – she will be contact for the work of the Selection Committee.

POLICE – Officer Matthew Riffee has joined the Department.

PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE –  Still pleased with the Public Works Director and performance of the department.  This week I adjusted his salary to reflect the amount the Council approved with the budget.  

WATER PLANT  - Task items for repairs approved in Oct. 13 meeting moving forward.  I expect to hear from the Chief Operator regarding his future plans within the next two weeks.  He has been off on sick leave, but his time will run out this pay.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – Nothing to report at this time.

VEHICLES / MAJOR EQUIPMENT –  Anderson Equipment should be here Monday (9th) or Tuesday for backhoe.

AGREEMENTS – Will get my version of the City of Shinnston / Whitehall Public Service District Agreement to Jessee Corley prior to his November 19th meeting.

WATER PROJECT (12” MAIN)  - Conference call this past week with bond counsel, lender, engineers.  Right of ways were stated at only 58%.  Encouraged engineer to work diligently on this.  USDA asked for attorney agreements for our former City Attorney, current City Attorney and our bond counsel.  Seems like every conference call, there are more hoops to jump through.

BUILDING CODES / PROPERTY MAINTENANCE – Vincent Smith has been working on several issues including (but not limited to) new location for Game Day Pizza, construction in Riverdale Estates and Ashby Apartments.

COMMUNITY CENTER  - received plans for parking lot from engineers. 

MUSEUM  - nothing to report at this time / defer to Mrs. Ferris.

GRANTS – We had a good meeting with the state on the 5 open Transportation Grants.  Our proposal for the downtown sidewalks will be affected by our ability to move forward the projects we have already been granted.  I’m glad I brought in Scott and Reuben as I’m not sure what role I will have in these pending projects.

RECREATION – Will try to get a Park Board meeting and ask their help to develop a task list during the park system down time.

WEB PAGE, FACEBOOK, TWITTER – nothing to report.

BUSINESS DISTRICT – Several businesses came in to take the Small Business Saturday items we received from signing up with the American Express Program.  I am encouraged by the cooperation the businesses have exhibited. 

SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY / BLUEPRINT COMMUNITY / ON TRAC – Really great meeting – the SDA seemed re-energized and committed to working on Community Development projects.

ECONOMIC /COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – nothing to report at this time.

ANNEXATION - nothing to report at this time.

CONTACTS – nothing to report at this time.

Mayor DeMarco said he thought we were farther along with rights-of-way but are at 58%. Asked if we can give Bruce McDaniel a checklist. Herndon stated the USDA is giving him one. She will send copies of that checklist to Mayor and Council.
Mayor asked about Small Business Saturday and remarked about how the new businessman Marchio was amazed at the cooperation between the City and Small Business.

Councilperson Ferris said the Museum Board had not met. They sponsored an essay contest and there were 3 entries. They are co-sponsors of the Veterans Day Program.

Kathleen Panek reported the Tourist Information Center had dropped off Shinnston rack cards at the I-70 Welcome Center in Wheeling.
Vice-Mayor asked why water meters are being painted white. Herndon will ask.

Finance Officer Fowler spoke about the Audit Selection process. He requested Council approval of the firm Balestra, Harr, and Scherer, Inc. CPA of Huntington. Vice-Mayor Burnett spoke of the score system used for the selection and how involved it was. He was impressed with the process.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to accept the recommendation of Finance Officer Fowler of Balestra, Harr, and Scherer, Inc. CPA of Huntington for the audit of Fiscal Years ending 2013, 2014, 2015. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice Mayor Burnett made a motion to read by title only. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Interim City Manager Herndon read: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON AMENDING ARTICLE 146.03 PART ONE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO EXEMPT THE CITY’S MUNICIPAL BUILDING COMMISSION FROM THE PARTY AFFILIATION REQUIREMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA CODE 8-33-3.

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to adopt on First Reading: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON AMENDING ARTICLE 146.03 PART ONE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO EXEMPT THE CITY’S MUNICIPAL BUILDING COMMISSION FROM THE PARY AFFILIATION REQUIREMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA CODE 8-33-3. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to read by title only. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Interim City Manager Herndon read:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON WEST VIRGINIA ENACTING ARTICLE 148 PART 1 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO EXEMPT THE CITY FROM THE LIMITATION IMPOSED BY WEST VIRGINIA CODE 8-12-5(52) BY RAISING THE PER CAPITA AMOUNT THE CITY MAY APPROPRIATE AND EXPEND FOR ADVERTISING THE MUNICIPALITY AND PROMOTING CITY EVENTS FROM TWENTY-FICE CENTS PER RESIDENT ANNUALLY TO ONE DOLLAR PER RESIDENT ANNUALLY. 
Mayor DeMarco made a motion to adopt the Ordinance on First Reading. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to read by title only. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Interim City Manager Herndon read: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO REPEAL AND RECREATE ARTICLE 355.01 PART THREE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, ALLOWING ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES ON CITY STREETS, ROADS OR AVENUES CONSISTENT WITH W.VA. CODE 17F-1-1, et seq.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to adopt AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO REPEAL AND RECREATE ARTICLE 355.01 PART THREE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, ALLOWING ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES ON CITY STREETS, ROADS OR AVENUES CONSISTENT WITH W.VA. CODE 17F-1-1, et seq. on First Reading. Councilperson Parrish seconded. 

During discussion, Councilperson stated he understands the opposition but would like to see a permit issued for 5 years at $100 for citizens only. More discussion ensued.

Councilperson Kovalck made a motion to Table. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded.

Vice-Mayor Burnett thanked the Shinnston Volunteer Fire Department for input and cooperation. The traffic pattern on 4th Street has been this way for 50 years. Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to keep the traffic pattern as is. Councilperson Ferris seconded. During discussion, Councilperson Ferris withdrew her second. Councilperson Ferris mad a motion to Table. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded.

Councilperson Parrish made a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 7:59 P.M.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

