Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

December 14, 2015
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, December 14, 2015 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Councilperson James Coulter was absent. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were Interim City Manager Debra Herndon and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

In Petition of Citizens: Erik Ferris 10200 Matthew’s Street, Shinnston made a correction to his statement regarding what he could have done for the City in his position when the bridge was built. He then continued with a statement about riding his ATV from his house to the trail. He asked for passage of the Ordinance to repeal Shinnston’s ban on ATVs in City Limits. He made a statement of how it could be restricted if this Ordinance passed. 
Adam Southern 4 Ridge Road, Shinnston stated he feels there is a misconception of what would happen if the repeal was passed. It would not ne on any street or road with a yellow line.

Jim Barker 1244 Philly Lane, Shinnston asked if there is a restriction on riding on paved driveways. He does not want mud on his driveway.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to approve the Minutes of: Regular Meeting 11-9-15; Public Hearing, Special Meeting, and Work Session 11-30-15; Special Meeting 12-6-15 as presented. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco reported he was in the Christmas Parade. He welcomed the new flooring business to the City. He attended the Harrison County Development Corporation meeting and the new Director was present.

Interim City Manager’s Report for December 14, 2015

OFFICE – Scott wanted me to correct my last report - the audits will be scheduled as soon as the State approves the contract between the Auditor and the City.  Scott and I have agreed on some retention guidelines and as the weather gets colder will be requesting Public Works help with destroying old bill stubs, invoices, etc. that are from earlier years already audited.

POLICE – Some DUI grant money has come in – we are again piggy-backing a grant in conjunction with Clarksburg.

PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE –  Our newest full-time hire seems to be doing very well and the department seems to be getting stabilized after so many staff changes.  The task list Dusty and I developed in late August is getting very short, of course, new issues come up every day.

WATER PLANT  - Task items for repairs still moving forward (defer to water committee report.)  Marty Blake (Chief Operator) has put in for medical leave – his intention is to come back to work, so we will only advertise OIT at this time.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – Chris Jaggie has decided that the Sewer Plant is not for him, and has returned to Public Works.  A candidate Dusty and I interviewed may be a good fit here.

VEHICLES / MAJOR EQUIPMENT –  Backhoe is repaired.  Dusty and Travis Watson are taking the new (and newish) employees out to the park for lessons in driving the plow truck.

AGREEMENTS – Whitehall contract is at the PSC for approval.

WATER PROJECT (12” MAIN)  - The last task list from USDA distributed prior to the December 3rd conference call has been distributed and discussed.  I finished the last item that could come from City.  Engineers and Attorneys are working on the rest.  I will be unavailable for the January 14th conference call, if anyone cares to stand-in on that one.

BUILDING CODES / PROPERTY MAINTENANCE – Vincent is working through several projects.  He met with SDA and had a meeting with LaReta Lowther, Vice President-CRA Compliance and me to discuss problem properties which have been foreclosed upon.  

COMMUNITY CENTER  - nothing to report at this time. 

GRANTS – Will need to submit Intent to Apply for Transportation Alternatives very soon.

RECREATION – Reuben reported some exciting news about the local Boy Scout Troup and park projects.  Will report with SDA report.  Participated in conference call regarding the WVRC Fast Track program.  Jill Fratto, LaReta Lowther and Reuben will make up the team with me.  This will result in a $3,000 grant for Activities Park.

WEB PAGE, FACEBOOK, TWITTER – Utility Improvement Plan has been removed after Water Committee Meeting with engineers.

BUSINESS DISTRICT – The Small Business Saturday event went very well.  At SDA, Jill Fratto shared some input from businesses regarding their needs.

SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY / BLUEPRINT – COMMUNITY / ON TRAC – Great meeting on December 9th.  Defer to report.

ECONOMIC /COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – I am constantly amazed at how often I’m asked zoning questions in regard to someone wanting to start a business or build housing.  Also, every time a house comes up for sale or an apartment is available, they are filled quickly.  I think the town is very much ALIVE.

ANNEXATION – Contacted Willie Parker at County Commission about annexation for Cook apartments.  Trey and I have the information we need and will get this out as quickly as possible.

CONTACTS – nothing to report at this time.

Interim City Manager Herndon reported the new Public Works employee was great – but he got called back to Lockheed.
She also stated she and Mayor DeMarco met with Stantec on Phase II Sewer Project. It is in our best interests to drop the Gypsy/Haywood Sewer Project at this time. 
Region VI reported they were approved for the Water Plan so we do not have to pay.

Councilperson Ferris asked if Stantec will hold on to the information gathered so far and use it for the sewer project in the future if we use them when we do the project. Herndon replied yes.

Councilperson Kovalck reported on the Water Committee. The water pump has been sent out to be repaired. The motor was OK. It will take about 5 more weeks for the repair to be done. Mr. Dowler is pricing a meter that will measure PH, etc. at the intake and will notify when there is a problem. Scott at the Water Plant is on the Committee for Marion County and is looking to see if they will share the cost. The roof is fixed, the needed repairs are done. They are re-implementing the pre-chlorination. The walk way id fixed. We are looking for the best check valve for our system. Councilperson Strait said the filter is back online. We need to replace the check valve and then we will be back to redundancy.
Mayor DeMarco read a letter from Wanda Ashcraft.
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Nov. 16, 2015

HONORABLE MAYOR AND COUNCIL,
DEBRA H. HERNDON, CITY MANAGER,
KATHLEEN PANIK, RECORDER,
CITY OF SHINNSTON:
DEAR FRIENDS:

ON BEHALF OF THIS LODGE, THANKYOU FOR ALL COURTESIES
EXTENDED ON MY VISIT TO YOUR COUNCIL MEETINS.

IT BROUGHT BACK MANY MEMORIES. I APPRECIATE THE HARD
CASK YOU HAVE AT MEETINGS, ESPECIALLY WHEN THE ROOM IS FULL.

AGAIN, BE ASSURED THAT OUR 41 MEMBERS ARE GRATEFUL
YOU ALLOW US[FO MEET IN YOUR FACILITY, FREE. THIS ENABLES US TO
DO COMMUNITY SERVICE. WE ARE VERY PROUD OF DOING SOMETHING GOOD
FOR THE COMMUNITY EVERY MONTH.

MAYOR, THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND WORDS ABOUT ME
PERSONALLY. YOU AND YOUR FAMILY AND I HAVE ENJOYED A LONG,
ENDURING FRIENDSHIP.

BEST WISHES TO ALL FOR SUCCESS IN LEADING SHINNSTON

TO GREATER HEIGHTS. T AM ALWAYS PROUD TO SAY I LIVE IN SHINNSTON/

“THE CITY WITH A HEARTY

SINCERELY,
o gaw ?cMW SECY.





Vice Mayor Burnett made a motion to remove AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO REPEAL AND RECREATE ARTICLE 355.01 PART THREE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, ALLOWING ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES ON CITY STREETS, ROADS OR AVENUES CONSISTENT WITH W.VA. CODE 17F-1-1, et seq. from Table. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Interim City Manager Herndon read: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO REPEAL AND RECREATE ARTICLE 355.01 PART THREE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, ALLOWING ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES ON CITY STREETS, ROADS OR AVENUES CONSISTENT WITH W.VA. CODE 17F-1-1, et seq.

Councilperson Parrish made a motion to approve the Ordinance. Councilperson Ferris seconded. In discussion Councilperson Ferris stated she liked the restrictions. State Law does not have restrictions. She does not want to waste money on Ordinances that do not have restrictions. Mayor DeMarco said we are not taking them away. We have no trails in town, they can trailer to the trails. Councilperson Kovalck said he is in favor of the Ordinance. Interim City Manager Herndon suggested that if they want to vote against this one, the Mayor could appoint a committee to rewrite it, Motion failed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Parrish made a motion to read by Title only. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Interim City Manager Herndon read: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON AMENDING ARTICLE 146.03 PART ONE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO EXEMPT THE CITY’S MUNICIPAL BUILDING COMMISSION FROM THE PARY AFFILIATION REQUIREMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA CODE 8-33-3.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to adopt AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON AMENDING ARTICLE 146.03 PART ONE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO EXEMPT THE CITY’S MUNICIPAL BUILDING COMMISSION FROM THE PARY AFFILIATION REQUIREMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA CODE 8-33-3 on Second Reading. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to read by Title only. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Interim City Manager Herndon read: AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON WEST VIRGINIA ENACTING ARTICLE 148 PART 1 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO EXEMPT THE CITY FROM THE LIMITATION IMPOSED BY WEST VIRGINIA CODE 8-12-5(52) BY RAISING THE PER CAPITA AMOUNT THE CITY MAY APPROPRIATE AND EXPEND FOR ADVERTISING THE MUNICIPALITY AND PROMOTING CITY EVENTS FROM TWENTY-FICE CENTS PER RESIDENT ANNUALLY TO ONE DOLLAR PER RESIDENT ANNUALLY. 
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to adopt AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON WEST VIRGINIA ENACTING ARTICLE 148 PART 1 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO EXEMPT THE CITY FROM THE LIMITATION IMPOSED BY WEST VIRGINIA CODE 8-12-5(52) BY RAISING THE PER CAPITA AMOUNT THE CITY MAY APPROPRIATE AND EXPEND FOR ADVERTISING THE MUNICIPALITY AND PROMOTING CITY EVENTS FROM TWENTY-FICE CENTS PER RESIDENT ANNUALLY TO ONE DOLLAR PER RESIDENT ANNUALLY pm Second Reading. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to read by Title only. Councilperson Parrish seconded.
Interim City Manager Herndon read: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO AMEND ARTICLE 148.03 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO ALLOW FOR GREATER COMMUNITY INCLUSIVENESS ON THE SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to adopt AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO AMEND ARTICLE 148.03 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO ALLOW FOR GREATER COMMUNITY INCLUSIVENESS ON THE SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY on First Reading. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Parrish made a motion to read by Title only. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Interim City Manager Herndon read: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION TO THE WEST VIRGINIA MUNICIPAL HOME RULE BOARD FOR AMENDMENT TO THE CITY’S HOME RULE PLAN TO EXEMPT THE CITY OF SHINNSTON FROM THE CODE OFFICIAL/INSPECTOR LICENSING AUTHORITY DELEGATED TO THE STATE FIRE COMMISSION UNDER EXISTING STATUTORY LAW; AND TO GRANT CITY CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS “ON THE SPOT” AUTHORITY.

Councilperson Parrish made a motion to adopt AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION TO THE WEST VIRGINIA MUNICIPAL HOME RULE BOARD FOR AMENDMENT TO THE CITY’S HOME RULE PLAN TO EXEMPT THE CITY OF SHINNSTON FROM THE CODE OFFICIAL/INSPECTOR LICENSING AUTHORITY DELEGATED TO THE STATE FIRE COMMISSION UNDER EXISTING STATUTORY LAW; AND TO GRANT CITY CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS “ON THE SPOT” AUTHORITY on First Reading. Councilperson Ferris seconded. In discussion Councilperson Strait asked what standards will be used? There was more discussion. Interim City Manager Herndon said she will have Building Inspector Vince Smith at the Public Hearing to answer questions. Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to Table. Mayor DeMarco seconded.
Mayor DeMarco made a motion to set a Public Hearing for December 28, 2015 in Council Chambers at &7:00 P.M. for AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO AMEND ARTICLE 148.03 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO ALLOW FOR GREATER COMMUNITY INCLUSIVENESS ON THE SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY to be followed immediately by a Special Meeting. Councilperson Parrish seconded Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Vice-Mayor made a motion to leave the traffic pattern on 4th Street as it is. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Discussion ensued. Motion passed with 5 Aye and Councilpersons Ferris and Kovalck noting Nay.

Councilperson Ferris told the citizens attending the Meeting 4 candidates for the City Manager position will be interviewed Saturday in Executive Session.

Marion Russell said Walnut and Main Streets are one-way, why are cars going the wrong way? He then asked, what has to be done to line up for the Veterans Parade at the old high school?

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to go into Executive Session. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Parrish made a motion to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Parrish made a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting ended at 8:50 P.M.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

