Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

March 14, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, March 14, 2016 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, and Pat Kovalck were present. Councilperson Brian Parrish was absent.  Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Amy Haberbosch Wilson and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Jaime Metz, Executive Director of Harrison County Development Corporation, thanked Council for their support. He introduced himself to Council with a short biography. He then explained the goals of the Development Corporation – bringing new business to Harrison County and retaining existing businesses. He said having a web site and demographics is necessary and important. He is getting Harrison County up-to-date. His main reason for coming to Council is to answer any questions Council might have and to thank you for your support. Council asked several questions than Mr. Metz answered.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to accept the Minutes of Regular Council Meeting 2-8-2016; Special Council Meeting 2-29-2016; Work Session 2-19-2016. Councilperson Strait seconded. Mayor DeMarco said sewage was misspelled in the Work Session Minutes.  Council voted to accept with correction by unanimous vote.

Petition of Citizens: Randall Hall of 908 Hood Avenue, Shinnston asked if the City has a Noise Ordinance. He has reported the noise from his neighbors to City Hall and to the Police. They have chopped wood in the wee hours of the night. He was told by the Police that they would have to catch them doing it. His son now has an extreme anxiety problem due to the noise. The Police contacted the people about the noise and it quieted down for a while. The noise has now started back and it seems to be in retaliation.
Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco reported he went to the American Legion Birthday Party (National). He spoke to the Richardsons and a solution has been reached. Mayor DeMarco will be attending the Development Corporation Meeting.

City Manager Wilson reported: 

CITY HALL  

· Met with Richard Gaines and Robert Kozal from Stantec 2.29.16, regarding status of existing projects.  As Bruce McDaniel is retiring, Robert will be generally “assigned” as the Shinnston representative.

· Met with Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin regarding sewage drainage concerns around the Fleming Way area; Dusty and I met with Stantec on proposed options for this area.  We are awaiting their suggestions on how to best move forward on fixing these issues.   

· Debra and I attended the Harrison County Commission meeting.  I was given a warm welcome and an invite to work with them on proposed projects in our area. They also followed up with an update of the Harrison County Comprehensive Plan Update that is currently underway.

· Dusty and I attended the Rural Water Association meeting.

· Debra is working with the High School and the Middle School to complete the Transportation Grant application for the Lincoln sidewalk along Route 19.

· Met with Jason Martin on 2.29.16 regarding the existing status of vacant buildings in the downtown area to be used for prospective businesses. 

· I attended the SDA meeting as a new member, as well as a request to utilize this committee in our efforts to move forward on applications through IDEA Health and Fitness grants, and the Northern Brownfields Assistance Center programs for the City.   

· We held the first Source Water Protection Team meeting on 3.11.16.   

· The Public Service Commission report has been submitted, amended and accepted for the Water and Sewer FY 2017 Budget preparation for Council review.

· Scott and I are continuing to work on the FY 2016-17 budget forms and revisions.  

· Finance has completed a list of delinquent B&O taxes and licenses; these are to be sent out in the next week. 

POLICE 
· The Police Department recently sent two officers, Chief Carlson and Officer John Harbert, to the FBI Law Enforcement Instructor School.  This was a free training providing the police department with two certified instructors for; Firearms Instructor, Taser Instructor, Capstun Instructor and other areas of law enforcement. These two instructors will now be able to train and certify other officers within the department. 

· We are working with the Police Department on submitting grant applications for Police Resource Officers and department equipment. 

· The Department has completed their audit of the tickets. 
PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE
· Winter recovery and Spring Clean Up is underway.  Public Works has started the street cleaning process and upkeep of the parks.   This will be an ongoing process for the City that will include; 

* Street sweeping and cleaning

* Park clean up and maintenance

* Landscaping and maintenance

* Garbage pickup and property maintenance.

* Property maintenance notifications

· We will be posting a “Spring Clean Up” section to the website reminding the community of their responsibilities (property maintenance, securing truck loads when hauling debris, on-street parking when the street sweeper is in use, etc.), as well as things the community can do to help out. Spring Clean Up may be interrupted at times due to inclement weather, as the street sweeper must have dry conditions to work properly.  

· Public Works has been meter reading for the past two weeks, as well as completing disconnects and reconnects for the month. 

· They have worked on several service line leaks.

· Public Works is in the process of hiring another worker, as one has recently resigned. 

· Dusty has completed the necessary compliance for the WV Bureau of Public Health regarding the water compliance reporting.  Everything has been submitted and we are awaiting their approval. 

· The Power Plant was on Heavy Usage this past week pulling 420,000 gallons, and causing the pump to run again. 

WATER PLANT
· We are continuing to hold Water Plant Operator-In-Training interviews and should be completed by next week.  

· The Water Committee has completed it’s review of the City’s Source Water Protection Contingency Plan - Phase I.  Council will receive a presentation by Thrasher Engineering on this Plan in April. 

· We are currently working with Potesta & Associates, Inc on Phase II of the SWP Contingency Plan and held our first Source Water Protection Team meeting on 3.11.16. This was a first of a series of required meetings for the completion of the Plan.   

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
· John Bart will be attending a waste water maintenance class training on 2.17.16. 

· The Treatment Plant staff have been continuing to clean up the debris after the flooding caused by the rain. 

AGREEMENTS  

· We have completed the changes to the Procurement Order issued by the Public Service Commission of WV.  Once executed by the City and Whitehall, we can move forward with the conditions of the agreement.

·  Carla is continuing to handle interrogatories from PSC.  

WATER PROJECT (12” MAIN)  
· I met with Stantec 2-29-16 for an update and timeline projections on this project; due to some unforeseen circumstances, they have requested additional time to secure the necessary 80% ROW agreements.  Staff will be assisting them in getting the necessary signatures as we move forward.  

CODE COMPLIANCE   
· Vincent Smith is continuing to work with property owners on maintenance and upkeep.  He will update Council at the next regular meeting with his monthly activity report. 

· We have received several calls over the past month of from prospective buyers or tenants wishing to improve existing properties. 

RECREATION  
· Reuben is still taking applications and inquiries for pool lifeguards. Reservations for the pool and pavilion are filling up fast for the 2016 season.

· Reuben is attending a pool conference all this week but will be submitting his Development Report for the next meeting. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
· We are in the process of developing our Spring Clean Up section of the website.   

SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY / BLUEPRINT 
· The Shinnston Development Authority met on March 4th ; Mayor DeMarco will report on this meeting. 

· Tickets are currently on sale for the Dinner Theatre event on May 7th to benefit the SDA Christmas Light Project.

ANNEXATION 
· Annexation discussions are underway for two areas of the City (these areas are being looked at to “square up” our boundaries in those areas. 

She reminded there will be a Public Hearing/Special Meeting/Budget Work Session on Monday, March 21, 2016
Mayor DeMarco reported on the Shinnston Development Authority meeting. The Development Authority is working on the newspaper supplement for 2016. We will be using the Clarksburg paper this year.
Councilperson Kovalck reported on the Water Committee Meeting:

We are in the process of approaching Marion and Harrison County Commission for funding to purchase the Early Warning Detection System to place upstream from the Shinnston and Monongah intake.

Tom Ogryski is going to be contacted to look over the generator at the

Shinnston VFD to see if it is capable of producing 500 kW for the Water

Treatment Plant.

Members of the committee are going to approach Frontier Communications in the unlikely event that they have another generator to give away to place at the Intake building.

Dusty Watson reports 13.8% water loss. Dusty's figures reflect a subtraction for the amount known to be lost during line breaks (which is acceptable when reporting to the PSC). Thrashers figures do not reflect this and therefor show a 55+% of water loss. Their numbers are a calculation of what is produced and what is sold at the meter. This is an alarming number.

Scott Aldridge is going to get estimates for two new docks and hand rails

at the sludge pond to replace aging, unsafe docks currently in use.

The committee discussed the feasibility in placing in a 12" intake from

Everson to the plant during the mainline replacement project. We also discussed reversing the existing mainline to use as a secondary intake to appease our goals for the Source Water Protection Contingency Plan goals.

Dusty Watson was made aware that there may already be a pressure relief valve in place directly outside the Treatment Plant that should work to alleviate our problems on Manual Drive.

Pat Kovalck asked if we should come up with an emergency protocol for the

Early Warning Detection System and was advised by Scott and Charles that one already exists.

We need to present the Source Water Protection Contingency Plan to Council for approval.

The new raw water intake pump is ready to be installed. We are waiting to

Woods Boat House to move a stack of docks so we will have room to install the pump.

No word on rebuilding the existing high flow check valve that is in operation, but should be rebuilt as part of our preventative maintenance plan.

Marty has officially retired. Scott Aldridge and Charles Dotson are

Co-Chief Operators.

Next meeting of the Water Committee will be held at the new conference center at the Treatment Plant. Tentative date is April 4th at 6:30 pm.

Finance Director Fowler submitted the following report to Council:
The General Fund Expenditures have exceeded the Revenues as of February 29th. I expect that this will be remedied with the receipts of 2nd half Ad Velorum and 3rd quarter B&Os taxes in March and April respectively.

The Sewer Fund and Water fund Revenues are under budget but I expect them to recover during the rest of the fiscal year. Sewer Fund Expenditures are under budget and I anticipate this trend to continue for the rest of the year. Sewer revenue is over and above expenditures for FY 2016. I see that trend continuing for the remainder of the year.

Water Fund expenditures, have recovered from previous months and are under revenues for the year and are greater than last fiscal year’s revenue. I don’t foresee any new surprise large expenses for the remainder of the year.

Councilperson Kovalck made a motion to accept the reports as presented. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco make a motion to submit the names of Amy Haberbosch Wilson, Scott Fowler, and Reuben Perdue to the Harrison County Development Authority. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Strait made a motion to appoint Amy Haberbosch Wilson to Region VI Planning and Development Council. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to go into Executive Session for matters of Personnel. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion Passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Strait made a motion to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Kovalck made a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

