Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

April 13, 2015
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, April 13, 2015 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Travis Blosser and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

In Petition of Citizens: Steve West of 67 Clement Street, Shinnston presented photos to Council shoeing the condition of his yard. He stated Clement Street is a State road as Council is aware, but it needs to be milled. His property is now below street level. His yard is full of sediment from the run-off that goes into his yard. Mayor DeMarco said the State Department of Highway has been told of this in the past. He stated he will now contact our Legislators to see if we can get something done.  The City will keep Mr. West updated.
Ingra Pratt of P O Box 237, Meadowbrook stated she is in the process of purchasing the Murphy Building. She plans for it to be a dance studio and Arts Center. She came to Council to tell them what is planned and to request a statement of support for her project.
Melinda Bibbee of 1 Medical Center Drive, Clarksburg spoke to Council about the “Mayors Challenge Against Homelessness”. They have been tracking the homeless with the current focus being on Veteran Homeless and getting them into housing. Homes For Harrison County is asking for support for the Program.

Mayor DeMarco called for agenda item #1. He read the Proclamation on Homelessness. Councilperson Strait made a motion to accept the Proclamation on Homelessness and to authorize the Mayor to sign it. Councilperson Coulter seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Rhonda Lindsey of 433 Baltimore Avenue, Clarksburg stated that in tracking homeless people, they had gone up the road by the Dairy Queen about a mile and found a Veteran living in a tent. He is now in housing.

Executive Reports: City Manager Travis Blosser centered his Report on the General Fund. The expected carryover to the new Fiscal Year was expected to be $12,120. He and the Finance Director have been going over the figures and expect to have a carryover of $25,796.69. The additional revenue carried over will be used to reach a 90-day cash basis operating fund. He expects the Budget to be revised in May from a $1.6 million FY 2015-2016 Budget to a $1.8 million FY 2015-2016 Budget. They are watching the Police Fees and Street Fees closely. The expected change to the Budget to be $239,000. A one-time line item of Community Development was created for the funds given to the Board of Education toward the tennis courts. $138,287.14 will be paid in full in this Fiscal Year rather than be carried over to the next year.
Blosser stated beginning in June, in addition to the monthly updates on finances, Council will receive a Quarterly update that will be published.

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to approve the Minutes of: Public Hearing 3-9-2015; Regular Council Meeting 3-9-2015; Work Session 3-30-2015. Councilperson Strait seconded. Corrections were made. Motion with corrections passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco read the Poppy Proclamation proclaiming May 2, 2015 as Poppy Day. Councilperson Ferris made a motion to accept the Poppy Proclamation as presented. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to appoint, on the recommendation of the Museum Board, Maxine Weser to the Museum Board. Councilperson Coulter seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to move the Work Session from April 27, 2015 to April 21, 2015 at 7:00 P.M. following the Meeting to Lay the Levy. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to read by Title only. Councilperson Coulter seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

City Manager Blosser read:  AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMETING PART ONE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FOR AND CREATE THE SHINNSTON WATER BOARD AND TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THE TRANSFER, CONTROL AND OPERATION OF THE MUNICPAL WATERWORKS SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO THE SHINNSTON WATER BOARD.

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to accept the Ordinance on First Reading and set a Public Hearing for April 21, 2015 in Council Chambers. Councilperson Coulter seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to read by Title only. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

City Manager Blosser read:  AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMETING PART ONE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON MORE SPECIFICALLY ARTICLE 141 OF THE SHINNSTON SANITARY BOARD AND TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THE CONTINUED TRANSFER, CONTROL AND OPERATION OF THE MUNICPAL SANITARY SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON TO THE SHINNSTON SANITARY BOARD.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to accept the Ordinance on First Reading and set a Public Hearing on April 21, 2015 in Council Chambers. Councilperson Strait seconded.  Councilperson Coulter asked if this Ordinance was replacing rather than amending. City Manager said it is replacing. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Linda Hollar of 69 Ferguson, Shinnston asked permission to say something. Mayor DeMarco granted the request. Ms. Hollar stated Harrison County buses were parking at Ferguson Park. Mayor DeMarco said they had asked permission to park there if it was not a problem. Hollar stated it is a problem due to the amount of activity at the Park. She then stated there are junk cars located within sight of the Park. Blosser stated he is working on enforcement of the Codes so it will be enforced universally when it starts.
Councilperson Kovalck requested support for the grant application For Building and Maintenance of the Shinnston Volunteer Fire Department be placed on the next agenda. He requested this request be shown in the Minutes of this Meeting.

Councilperson Coulter made a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 7:44 P. M.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

