Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

May 9, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, May 9, 2016 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Amy Haberbosch Wilson, Development Director Reuben Perdue, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Kathy Goings, Mayor of Clarksburg and Jim Malfregeot, Vice-Mayor of Clarksburg made a presentation to Council asking for a Resolution of Support for the Robinson Grand Performing Arts Center project. The project construction begins in November 2016 with completion scheduled for Spring of 2018. This requires no monetary support.
Mayor Sam DeMarco made a motion to accept the Resolution as presented. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Lincoln High School Chess Team Coach Danny Clark and the Lincoln High School Chess Team who won the State Chess Championship were introduced by the Mayor. Mayor DeMarco read a Proclamation recognizing the Chess Team.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to accept the Minutes of Regular meeting April 12, 2016 and Work Session April 19, 2016 with corrections. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

There were no Petitions of Citizens.

There was a presentation via telephone with Ivan Hardin of Nixel Alert Systems on an upgrade of the system. It has been free as currently used, but the free system is being phased out. The upgraded system will allow only affected areas being notified of things such as boil water alerts rather than the entire water customer base as currently happens.
IPAWS calls every cellphone in the area whether in our system or not if there is an area alert. It will allow Police and Fire Departments to send alerts and citizens can reply to those alerts. It can call ALL of the Volunteer Fire Department with one message.

Shinnston has been using this system free for 4 years. The upgraded system will cost $5000 per year. Development Director Perdue recommended contracting the upgraded system.

Development Report                                                           

May 2, 2016

Reuben Purdue

· The arts and crafts festival was successful with 32 vendors from 2 states buying 36 spots.  Only one did not show up the day of the event.  We received several compliments from the vendors who liked the location much better than where we did it before.  Also received several compliments from shoppers and the downtown was busy.

· Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre is this Saturday….I believe we have around 80 tickets sold.
· We have once again been awarded Playful City USA status.  The official announcement will come May 18th.  There are going to be some grant opportunities returning along with this this year (after they had dried up the last couple years)– I have a webinar Wednesday to learn about the new grants.
· The Lions Club raised over $1800 with a pancake breakfast for the Christmas lights

fund. We have made our first purchase with the money raised so far – Lee Reger

had me order new bulbs for all the displays….Vo Tech is working on them to replace

wiring, etc, with the goal being to ensure that every display lights up this year. 

The bulbs were very inexpensive.  We bought 600 bulbs for $125 which includes the

shipping costs. 

· The lifeguards have started working to clean the pool.  The City Manager has given

us permission to buy concrete sealing paint for the restroom floors.  The new shower

stall project is complete.  An electrician brought us up to safety standards by

installing new GFCI outlets in the building.  The new chemical computer is mounted

and wired. 

· Larry Gregory is confirmed to do the fireworks again this year….I’ll be
sending out sponsor letters this month.

· Our Nixle account manager will be at Council on 5.9.16 to give a presentation on a potential upgrade package. The new system would allow for faster calling of our customers, targeted
He updated his report stating pool painting will start tomorrow. We are getting a power washer and a new freezer. Public Works started draining the pool today. He also stated SDA made over $1000 for the Christmas Light Fud, selling 90 of 100 tickets for the Mystery Dinner.

In Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco reported he attended the Mayors Meeting in Clarksburg. He will be attending the Harrison County Development Corporation meeting at Steptoe & Johnson on Wednesday.
The Work Session will be May 23, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. due to the Memorial Day holiday on May 30.

Manager’s Report:

City Manager Report

CITY HALL  

· I attended the Harrison County Commission Meeting on 4.28.16 and 5.5.16. I have been appointed as the City representative to the Harrison County Development Authority. 

· I met with Robert Kozul to sign and execute the required Right-of Way agreement with the United Mine Workers for the Charles Street sidewalk project. We plan to begin construction on the project by June (a tentative time table for this project was submitted to Council prior to this meeting). 

· I was the guest speaker at the Shinnston Lion’s Club meeting on 4-26-16; The City was presented a check for $1800+ for the Christmas Light Funds from their breakfast fund raiser.     

· Scott attended a finance seminar on 4.25.16 through 4.27.16 and was on vacation from 5.2.16 through 5.6.16. He returns to work 5.9.16.

· Finance is working on compiling a second mailing list of delinquent B&O taxes and licenses.

· A total of 191 termination notices were sent out for April, with 15 accounts turned off for non-payment (only one to date has yet to be restored), and 3 new tap applications.

· Rossman & Co. has collected $218.99 in back collections on 3 accounts.

· Certificate of Occupancies and new addresses were issued for 2 new residences at 3 and 4 Riverdale Ridge Road. 

· The Water and Wastewater Division’s Staff of the Public Service Commission of WV has conducted their review of our 2015 Annual Report. Based on the report, no comments have been made or received and we are found to be in compliance with all reporting requirements. 

· The City Audit is scheduled to take place on 5.16.16 and be completed on 5.20.16.  

POLICE 
· The department recently hired new officer, Tyler Lee Harris, who started on May 4th.  He is certified, which will allow him to work on his own after completion of Department training.

· The Police Department was able to successfully purchase new pistols to replace the aging pistols they were currently using.  The department was able to also purchase new training aids to conduct more advanced training for the officers. 

· The Prom Promise was a success for Lincoln High School.  The department provided the Samsung tablet as an incentive to stay at prom instead of leaving the prom early, as this is the night most accidents happen. Sophie Handley was the lucky participant. 

· The Shinnston Police Department participated in the National Drug Take Back on April 30th from 10:00am to 2:00pm.

· The department will be short another officer, as Officer Riffee will be leaving the department in June.  Position advertising will take place immediately. 

· The City signed mutual aid agreements with Harrison County Sheriff’s Department.  

PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE
· Dusty and Vince met with WVDOT representatives to discuss drainage issues along Pike Street due to area storm water drainage concerns.

· Public Works is short another employee over the past 2 weeks.  Dusty and I have been conducting interviews to fill the vacant Public Works position. The position is to be filled this week.  

· Many water service line leaks were fixed throughout the City.

· Grass on all City property has been cut and maintained.  

· Fleming Street plans and materials have been reviewed and received. Property owners and neighbors have been notified of a start date of May 11-16 depending on weather. 

· Worked on Patrick water issue and close to resolution with property owners and City. 

· Crew has been working on meter reading the first of this month, delays due to weather and loss of workers.

· Repaired 4” main line hit by guardrail by contractor.

· We will be renting crane for installation of City street banners next week.

· Public Works is working with the Garden Club to repaint all of the downtown planters white (as voted by the Club) and repainting the street poles. 

· Dusty and I have been working with Stantec on finalizing everything for the City’s Main Waterline project, and Right of Way agreements. 

· They are still working on a few service line leaks. 
WATER PLANT
· I would like to commend Chief Operators, Scott Aldridge and Charles Dotson for their work at the City’s Water Plant.  The City received its copy of the yearly site visit conducted on 3.28.16 at Shinnston’s community public water supply.  The operations staff was high commended for their effort in operating the water supply in accordance with the mandates of the US EPA Safe Water Drinking Water Act (SDWA), as amended, and with the WV Public Water Systems Legislative Rule.  

· Scott submitted our “Intent to Apply” to the FEMA Homeland Security for the generator grant application.  We have since responded to their questions and submitted all required documents for the next step on 5.06.16.   

· We are still working with Everett Mulkeen, Potesta & Associates, Inc on Phase II of the SWP Contingency Plan and our Source Water Protection Team. This team includes local, county, and state representatives.  A public hearing is to be set for this project on Wednesday, 6.8.16 at 5:30pm in City Council Chambers. 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
· John bought all new padlocks for all of the pump stations; it was determined that someone has had access to the Bridge lift station and kept turning off the pump. 

· We are down one worker, and looking into a contract with an outside company for upgrade and monthly operating costs.  This would replace the position (not to be filled), provide the City with “on call” plant maintenance, as well as continued movements on necessary upgrades of the outdated pumps and stations.  John and I met with Tim Bosely and Stacy Soles to discuss plant options at this point. We are awaiting their recommendations.

· Sewer Flushing’s for the month include;

End of East Pike Street

702 Clark Street, (George)

434 Howard Street, (Signorelli)

69 Walnut Street, (Sorine) - Plumber was called on this site, no clean out to flush from

· Clean up efforts continued as all brush was cut along the fence at the WWTP and removal of all fence line straw bales were hauled to the landfill. 

· We had to get in Shinns Run Creek and out a sewer plug in the 6-inch sewer line from the old city garage.

·  John had to reset the overloads at the Bluff St pump station; something made them kick out.

· City building was inspected for sewer gas detection.  No issues were found; toilet and sink in basement were filled will RV antifreeze as precaution. 

· We jacked up the 98 Dodge; it’s not driving right.  We couldn’t find any problems.

· We had to buy a starter/contactor for the control panel at the Lincoln PP and install it. Called PP&V with PO #11375 to repair the McDonalds pump. 

· John had to take our sewer cleaning unit to Mountaineer Hydraulics to repair the hydraulic motor on the reel: they had to order the motor.  Waste Water will be replacing this week. 

· The chlorine contact chamber has been cleaned out, chlorine and Dechlore for the main WWTP has been ordered. The emptied chlorine and declore bottles and drums have been exchanged for full ones, as CITCO order has been received. 

· All eight-hour composite samples are complete and submitted to Reliance Laboratory.

· Measurements were taken for the roof of the chlorine building and all items priced everything at Vincent Lumber.  All materials for roofing have been picked up and work should start soon. 

· Monthly Sludge; 

Wasted a total of 242,042 gallons of sludge.

Waste Water processed 99,046 gallons of sludge running the belt filter press seven times.

We hauled out 25.17-tons of sludge to Meadowfill Landfill.


· Monthly Flows;

We had a total of 9,889,000 gallons.

The lowest daily flows were 196,400 gallons on the 20th & 21st .
VEHICLES / MAJOR EQUIPMENT 
· The Kobota overheated this week and is out of commission until further inspection next week. 
· The Police Department was able to get the blue Jeep Grand Cherokee operational, and fixed the safety issues that made it hazardous to drive.  As the vehicle would not be suitable for everyday patrol use by the department, it has been turned over to Public Works.

· Public Works crew completed routine maintenance on three city vehicles.

AGREEMENTS 
· Trey and I have completed comments for the EQT lease renewal agreement for a City gas and oil site.  

· Agreement with Whitehall is still pending at Public Service Commission. 

· Trey and I are working ongoing legal issues; Council to be updated in executive session. 

WATER PROJECT (12” MAIN)  
· We have received the Army Corps of Engineers permit for this project. It has been executed and resubmitted to USDA and project engineers.   

· We are requesting all Legal Services Agreements to be signed and executed by City Council and then submitted to USDA in order to proceed on this project. 

· The monthly Water System Improvement Project Conference call was held on 5.3.19.  We are waiting on the Engineering Agreement to reviewed by Harry Taylor as USDA approval is needed to move forward.  

· We have 46 ROW agreements needed for this project. To date, we currently have 22 signed agreements and 10 verbal agreements where arrangements have been made and are awaiting executed copies.  With the pending agreements we will have 70% of the required agreements.   

CODE COMPLIANCE   
· I met with Vincent Smith, to discuss existing property conditions. See attached monthly Activity Report for more details. 

· We are working to bring back to Council, the tabled property maintenance code updates.    
RECREATION  
· We are glad to have, and welcome back Reuben to the office.  

· The Lions Club has reserved the large pavilion at the park on June 10th at noon to hold their annual picnic for recognition of Shinnston employees. 

· Development Report for 5-29-16 is attached.

SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY / BLUEPRINT 
· The Shinnston supplement to the Telegram is complete and copies are available at City Hall. 

· The Shinnston Development Authority will meet on May 19th.

· The Dinner Theatre event was held on May 7th to benefit the SDA Christmas Light Project and was a great success (more details are provided in the Development Report).

ANNEXATION 
· I am in the process of organizing an annexation plan/map to include process procedures, time lines, and guidelines that will be used by the proposed annexation committee. I have had the opportunity to discuss proposed and existing annexation plans with the City Attorney. 

She also updated Council that Robert Stark, a mechanic, was hired and started today.
Vincent Smith, Code Enforcement Officer

Friday, March 25, 2016

Activity report for the months from March 25, 2016 to April 29, 2016

Building, Zoning, Planning and Development:
Zoning and Building: Routine applications with emphasis on repair, storage buildings, additions, new construction, and property maintenance.

Activity Report:


 16 Building Permits Issued   
              Total Value   $ 123,782.00           Permit Fee   $ 999.39

             2 Building Permits Pending       
Total Value   $     3,500.00           Permit Fee   $   45.00

                                                                                                                                                       1 Use & Occupancy Application Received and Approved

2 Electrical Inspections Completed

           Several on-site construction inspections were performed

2 Footer inspection preformed

Housing Enforcement:

             71 Station Street 

New owner took over the property. Working with the new owner on a mutual arrangement with Mr. Bell to clean up the apartment in rear that is under a condemnation order. 

*Mr. Shaffer would like to sell property to Mr. Bell; City has made connections, but is not clear as to the status of the negotiations.    

            585 South Pike Street

              In contact with the owner and met with him on site on 4/29/16 and worked on a remediation plan ASAP.  

             Also meet with neighbor on lower side of property.

*Shinnston Fire Department was called to the site on Thursday, April 28th after it was reported the structure was starting to fall in.  Utilities are shut off and main lines surrounding site are now off due to recent slip. 

*Mr. Shaffer is now proceeding to move towards a rehab of this structure.  His crew stabilized the structure and will start work on the foundation as the weather permits.  The plans are to widen the basement/foundation and use crane to put house back in place.  

             510 Pike Street - Sent paper work to City’s Attorney. Waiting for next step in court system.

             1200 East Pike - Working with owner to clean up property and remove junk vehicles. 

An electronic report of Water Committee Minutes were not submitted. Councilperson Kovalck stated the Committee had met with the engineers April 20. Robert Kozul is getting the Rights-of-Way. The engineers were asked what was Phase I. It was completed in 2007 or 2008. Phase II is the main line and Phase III is the automatic meter readers and tanks. Phase III is in the preliminary stages at this time. The Committee approved the expenditure of $2200 for sludge docks and $3800 for fencing to enclose the entire property.

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to Table the Declaration of Public Nuisance. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to Table General Rules for Public Comment. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to accept the EQT Lease Agreement as presented by the City Attorney pm First Reading with the Second Reading at the May 23, 2016 Special Meeting. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to authorize City Manager Amy Wilson to sign as Authorized Agent for the Homeland Security Grant. Councilperson Kovalck seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Kovalck made a motion to accept the Rural Utility Service Legal Agreement of January 2016; Frank Simmerman III: Rural Utility Service Legal Agreement of October, 20, 2015; Thomas R. Michael:  Legal Service Agreement January 2016; Harris, Wilson, Turner & Davisson with comments by Attorney Simmerman. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to go into Executive Session for matters of personnel and real estate. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Kovalck made a motion to return to regular session. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Kovalck made a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Strait seconded.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 P.M.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

