Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

June 13, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, June 13, 2016 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Amy Haberbosch Wilson, Finance Director Scott Fowler, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Councilperson Ferris made a motion to approve the Minutes of Regular Council Meeting 5-9-2016; Special Meeting 5-23-2016; Work Session 5-23-2016 as corrected. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Petition of Citizens: David Book of 51 Simon Drive, Shinnston stated this was his second Council Meeting. The other time, he came to ask Council to pave their street if they paid for the materials. He thanked Vice-Mayor Burnett for his service to the City.

He read a statement that the workers work for the City, not the City for the workers. He stated that he asked where the other results of the election would be posted. He stated the City Clerk spoke to him in a nasty way. He then read the duties if the City Clerk from the web site. He feels the City Clerk works for the City and is lacking in these duties. He called for the dismissal of the City Clerk.
In Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco reported the Harrison County Development Corporation met at Bice-Ferguson Museum. They are working on the July 7 meeting. He spoke at the Boy Scout Troop 59 Flag Retirement Ceremony.

City Manager Wilson reported:
CITY HALL  

· Staff and I would like to express our appreciation of service, time, and hard work to Vice Mayor Bob Burnett and Council Member, James Coulter. Their input and presence will be greatly missed. Thank you both for all that you have done for the City of Shinnston.

· We would also like to welcome new Council Members, Maxine Weser and Bill Watson.  Please be reminded that we will be holding a mandatory Council Meeting at noon on 7.01.16 for the election of our new Council Officers. 

· A very special “thank you” to the Shinnston Lion’s Club for sponsoring an employee picnic on 6.10.16.  They recognized and expressed appreciation to city employees for their work.

· We are currently working to update/revise our Strategic Plan and Shinnston ON TRAC Assessment.  

· I met with Alan Ice and representatives with to finalize existing claims and updating current claims with regards to the City.

· On 6.08.16, we sponsored the Harrison County Economic Development Corporation Board of Director’s Meeting at the Museum. 

· I have been reviewing the DRAFT Source Water Protection Plan completed by Potesta Engineering & Environmental. They will be presenting this draft to Council on 6.27.16.  

· Street light outages reported to Mon Power; Rebecca Street/Davis Court and Mulberry Street/East Avenue.

· Collections received for the Month of May from Rossman and Co./PBC total $216.95. Invoice paid to Rossman was $37.59.

· There were 232 termination notices sent out for the month of May; with 14 Water accounts turned off for non-payment and two are yet to be restored.

· Water was terminated to three Gypsy customers for Hepzibah PSD sewer not being paid, and all of those customers have now been restored. 

· Carla has been helping compile data related to the Water Plant grant submittal. 

· Scott and I attended the New Overtime Rules webinar, as we have until October to have a plan in place and until12.01.16 to comply with the new regulations regarding overtime for employees. 

· Scott has passed all four of his CPA exams and will be applying for CPA licensing at the end of June. Congratulations to Scott!

· Auditors have completed their field work. The report is complete and has been posted on the State website.

· Scott is currently preparing the 4th Quarter B&O returns and 2017 B&O licenses with accepting credit and debit cards.

· The budget for 2017 has been sent to USDA as required for bonds.  Scott is gathering the rest of the information that is due by the end of the August. 

· Vincent, Dusty and I all met with representative from the WV Department of Highways on 5.24.16 to discuss the drainage issues at South Pike Street.  It was determined that we will all work together to help mitigate the issues. The State worked on the existing drainage ditch on 5.31.16 from Harvey Street to just below Howard Street along U.S. Route 19 (Pike Street). 

· At the Mayor’s request, I am working with RESA VII, the Police Department, Fire Department to set up a NARCAN Training for the City of Shinnston for the month of July.

POLICE 
· The Police Department recently sent two officers to be certified child safety seat technicians.  The Department will now be listed on the State website as having these two technicians to check, and properly install child safety seats for the public.  The public can come to the station on Wednesdays between 8:00am and 4:00pm to have their child safety seat checked.  If someone has a child safety seat that is out of compliance, they can watch a video and then take a test to receive a free seat from the State.

· The Department recently hired a new officer, Robert Ryan with a start date of 6.14.16.  Patrolman Ryan will be the new PRO at the Lincoln campus (both high school and middle schools).  Patrolman Ryan will be coming from Lewis County Sheriffs Department where he was the PRO in Lewis County for the past two years.  Patrolman Ryan is relocating back to this area as he was originally from here. 

· The Police Department has been working in conjunction with Vincent Smith on Property Maintenance and Code Enforcement.  The duties and complaints with regards to property maintenance of high grass, abandoned vehicles, garbage and property maintenance are being addressed by making contact with citizens, and business owners about violations found on their property (see Code Enforcement Report for property details). 

· Chief Carlson will be out of the office attending drill until 6.28.16; officers are currently working a rotating 12 hour shift schedule for the month of June.  

PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE
· The Patrick property water line issue has been resolved.

· We are working with the Fire Department with regards to their upcoming ISO inspection. Compiling hydrant test results and other data in preparation for the review.

· Worked on hydrant issues at Catholic Church; bottom of the hydrant located on Pike Street burst due to age or line surge.  It is currently out of service. 

· Several service line leaks have been fixed; Manley Drive, Valley Drive

· Sidewalks from Lincoln and additional streets on secondary roads have been swept. 

· Sewer issue on Monroe Street in the bank by the creek was fixed.

· Power plant took 597,000 gallons of water, resulting in running the booster pumps for several days.

· Dusty has been out all week due to illness. 

· Meter reading is complete and ahead of schedule this month.

· Monthly samples are pulled and grounds are maintained. 
WATER PLANT
· We held a public meeting for the City of Shinnston Source Water Protection Plan (SWPP) on June 8, 5:30 at Council Chambers. This meeting served as an opportunity for the City to provide an overview of the updated SWPP to the public and answer questions.  There was a very poor turnout for this meeting.  

· The other raw water pump has been pulled by Davis Electric.  Their quote came back extremely high and we are currently looking into other options. 

· High service pump number 2 has a bearing going bad and Scott called Davis to request a quote.

· The new controller for turbidity has been installed by Buddy Haynes and we are still waiting for Patriot to reconnect the SCATA system.  

· As electrical surges continue for the area of the Water Plant, we purchased a battery backup protector to help from resetting the SCATA system each time.

· They are continuing with daily operations of the plant; grounds maintenance, plant maintenance, and cleaning. 

· The Water Plant generator project application paper work has been revised, completed and submitted to the WV Office of Homeland Security.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
· John attended the West Virginia Rural Water Association, Wastewater Training on Tuesday, 5.24.16 in Buckhannon.  The class will be covered energy, O&M, SSES and GIS for Wastewater Systems and John received six hours of completed training credit. 
Flows and Sludge
· It’s been a wet month.  The total flow is 18,404,000 gallons.

· The Average daily flow should be 380,000 gallons; we had an average of 593,677 GPD this month.

· Four days were over 1,000,000 GPD.  The highest being 1,365,300 GPD.  The lowest this month was 241,200 GPD.

· We wasted 143,274 Gallons of sludge.  We processed 39,928 Gallons of sludge through the Belt Filter Press and hauled 13.98 tons of sludge to the Landfill.
Sewer Problems
· They flushed the sewer at the Smith house on East Avenue.

· They flushed the sewer at the Fortney house on Brooklyn Street and checked back as sewer was still flowing.

· They flushed two manholes on Roosevelt Street.

· They flushed the sewer at Harmers Funeral Home.

· They checked a sewer gas complaint at Wes banco.  We pulled manhole lids and no city backups were found.

· RJ ran our VAC unit at the swimming pool, helping out the city crew.

· They flushed a sewer on Monroe Street.

· They worked with the city crew on the T&L sewer line; flushing it and running the electric eel in the line too.

· They flushed the sewer lines at the Butler and Benson houses along East Avenue.  We had to go back the next day and dig up the line and flush it again, removing the line that was backing up at the Benson house as it shouldn’t have been tied into the sewer.

· Mrs. Lance called in with a complaint; her basement gets water when we get down pours.  She has 4 or 5 downspouts going into the ground.  They most likely go into the sewer line.  John explained to her that she could help herself out by having someone remove the downspouts and daylighting them to run out on the ground.  Dusty is supposed to go out and camera her sewer and talk to her.

Other Works
· We changed out the handrail on the stairs to the influent.

· John has updated our Meadowfill Landfill permit.

· They drained and cleaned the chlorine contact chamber.

· They took our monthly composite sample and took it to Reliance Laboratory for testing. 

· We purchased a pail of chlorine tablets from CITCO for the Lincoln PP.

· All new padlocks have been purchased and installed for the gates of the wastewater treatment plant.

· They have been cutting and trimming grass once or twice a week now at the plant.

· John contacted Tim Bosley @ B&M Environmental about contracting pump station work. John and I are working on the contract for the Wastewater services for repair and maintenance of several of the stations upgraded in place of filling the vacant position.  As stated last month; we are reviewing this contract for services in place of filling the vacant position at the Plant and allow for all the lift stations to be repaired and maintained, as some are in desperate need of attention.

AGREEMENTS 
· The FINAL agreement with Whitehall has been approved by the Public Service Commission. 

· Trey Simmerman has provided his final comments on the agreements with Chris Mann, EQT for the lease of City property in Marion County. Trey is fine with signing the lease with the removal of the Gross Proceeds royalty and Interest payment change removed from our requests. 
WATER PROJECT (12” MAIN)    

· I attended the monthly Water System Improvement Project Conference call on 6.7.19.

· Engineering Agreements will be submitted to Stantec, and then to USDA next week.

· We are still waiting on the Plans Review by USDA engineers for approval.  

· Stantec is continuing to move forward on ROW agreements needed for this project. We are about 70% complete for the executed agreements to date.  

CODE COMPLIANCE   
· Vincent Smith and I met with Chief Carlson to discuss department duties with regards to property maintenance and code enforcement.  We started the inventory list and prioritizing properties that need attention as well as the establishing the level of enforcement needed on each.  The ongoing list will be available for the 6.13.16 Council meeting. 

· I would like to have Vincent speak at the 6.27.16 Work Session with regards the tabled property maintenance code updates.    
RECREATION  
· The fourth season of the “Theater in the Park” starts this Saturday at 7:00p.m. at the Ferguson Memorial Park.  Special thanks to the sponsors; Harrison County Commission, Clarksburg-Harrison Cultural Arts Foundation; Wesbanco. The music will be of the Rat Pack era. 

· The City of Shinnston’s first family night is Monday, 6.13.16; the movie is The Jungle Book.

· This season at the pool is going well so far; electrical upgrades, shower improvements, new chemical computer is working well, held our first in-service training session with the lifeguards, and much more to come throughout the season. 

· The pool is booked for parties every weekend of the summer until after school is back in session. 

· The large pavilion at the park is now booked every weekend until September. 

· Theater in the Park has had one show, another on Saturday 6.11.16, and four remain.  

· The Shinnston Relay for Life will be held on 6.24.16.

· SDA will meet at City Hall on Wednesday, 6.15.16.

· The United Way charity Bocce Tournament is scheduled at the Ferguson Memorial Park on 7.16.16.

· We have eight artists signed up for the second annual arts walk.  There will be musicians performing there as well.  This event is scheduled for 6.25.16 from 10:00am – 2:00pm. 

· The City had a nice turn out as the Boy Scout Troop 59 held their fourth annual Memorial Day ceremony on 5.26.16. 

SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY / BLUEPRINT 
· We applied to the WV Development Office, Main Street Program and were awarded an ON TRAC $1000 grant to go towards a stage cover and activity advertising. 

· We still have many copies of the Shinnston supplement to the Telegram available at City Hall. 

· The Shinnston Development Authority will met on 6.15.16. 

Mayor DeMarco requested Citynet e-mail accounts be set up for the new Council members.

Councilperson Strait requested when the State Department of Highways comes back to bring up Clement Street.
Mayor DeMarco suggested we build another pavilion in the Park since the pavilion is in such demand. Councilperson Strait said he had been contacted about doing that by a local company.

The power will be off in Shinnston and the surrounding area on June 21 from 7:30 A.M. until 5:00 P.M. There was discussion about how the City will deal with it.

Councilperson Ferris pointed out there was an article in the State Journal about Shinnston receiving a Playful City designation for 6 years.

Finance Director Fowler stated that he expects all funds to be in the black on June 30. 

Councilperson Kovalck gave the Water Committee Report. He stated one pump is working.  We have one bid on the second pump and are looking for another bid. The City Clerk requested an electronic Water Committee report from the last 3 months to be inserted into the Minutes.
Councilperson Kovalck submitted the following electronic reports (given verbally) for inclusion in the Minutes as it is important the reports be in the official Minutes:

Meeting 4/5/16

There has been no bids received on sludge pond docks. Scott is waiting on three estimates.

We are operating with one floculator working. The second floculator has yet to be repaired.

The Local Emergency Planning Commission of Marion County is applying to the

Department of Homeland Security for an early warning detection device and a generator for the raw water intake.

The Right-of-ways for Phase II (main line replacement) is still at the top of priorities for Stantec to complete. Stantec advises permitting is going fine.

Josh McLoughlin has been hired as the new Operator-In-Training. He has previous experience working in a water treatment facility.

Public Works is still investigating to find a pressure relief valve outside the water treatment plant.

The SCADA system is currently offline.

The Source Water Protection Contingency Plan is a good tool to use for setting long-term and short-term goals.

Meeting 4/20/16

Understanding the phases of the water system upgrades:

  Phase 1 has been completed. It was the distribution lines within the city.

  Phase 2 is the mainline from the water treatment plant to the point

  Phase 1 stopped. It also includes raw water screens at the river intake.

  Phase 3 which is still in the preliminary engineering phase and has yet to be funded, will    be upgrades to the water treatment plant, tank refurbishing, and the AMR (Automatic Meter Readers).

The ROWs for Phase 2 are not even close to the reported 80%. Currently they are less than 50%.

Stantec's Richard Gaines was asked to provide a cost analysis for the AMR system over a ten year period.

Scott received the bids for the new sludge pond docks. It will include new docks with added safety equipment which will include tethering lines for the workers on the dock. The cost will be $2,221.00

Scott and Charles at the plant have looked into adding some fencing around the entire facility. There is only one section of fence keeping the entire plant from being enclosed. ALCO Fence bid $3,338.00 and American Fence bid $4,000. This was received as very important to the committee due to the church next door building a pavilion near the property line where we store pipe, valves, and other dangerous supplies for children to be near.

End Submitted Water Reports.

Councilperson Kovalck asked Finance Director Fowler about the Water Plant loan. Mr. Fowler stated all funds have been paid back to the General Fund.

Mayor DeMarco made a motion to accept the Budget Adjustments as presented. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

City Manager Wilson stated City Attorney Simmerman gave approval to the EQT Lease Agreement as is. Councilperson Ferris made a motion to remove it from Table. Mayor DeMarco seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilperson Ferris made a motion to approve the EQT Lease Agreement as presented. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

In Canvass of Ballots, Mayor DeMarco made a motion to not open the Provisional Ballots because it will not change the outcome of the election and will compromise the secrecy of the Ballot. Councilperson Coulter seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor DeMarco made a motion to accept the Statement of Ballots. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
City Clerk Panek stated the vote count as:

Kevin Wiles                   115

Darwin Watson              108

Bob “Pooch” Burnett     165

Mary Ann Ferris            182

James “Jim” Slusser        136

Maxine (West) Weser    223

Billy Watson                  207

Pat Kovalck                   60

Levy Renewal:

For                                 341

Against                            83

Passed by 80.4%
Mayor DeMarco made a motion to accept the vote counts for the Minutes. Councilperson Parrish seconded.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to go into Executive Session for matters of personnel. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Coulter seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Coulter seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 P.M.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

