Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

September 14 , 2015
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, September 14, 2015 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Also present were Interim City Manager Debra Herndon, City Attorney Trey Simmerman, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Maxine Weser of 70 Ferguson Street, Shinnston brought up a petition to get Don Vincent on the WVU Hall of Fame. She requested help in getting signatures on the petition. She was told petitions could be put in the waiting area of City Hall.
Willard West of 914 Orchard Street, Shinnston stated we are going backward with the appointment of the Interim City Manager. He stated no financial statements are given out to the public. Monongah gives out financial statements monthly. He asked why the City of Shinnston was writing a check to Weight Watchers. He asked if Council knows what is happening with the financials of the City. He stated his group has an agenda to replace the 3 At-Large Councilpersons.

Maxine Weser explained the Weight Watchers check as being an expenditure of the Library for a magazine subscription as Library funds pass through the City Statements.
Clark Riley of 72 Rebecca Street, Shinnston stated his kids are in soccer and asked if the grass at the kids’ soccer field at the Park could be cut prior to the Monday Soccer Games.

In Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco stated the Harrison County Mayors Association will be making an announcement soon regarding the Drug Problem in the area.
Interim City Manager Report: OFFICE – Finance Director has provided a report for the end of August.  If Council would like, I’ll invite him to the October regular meeting to go over the September reports and point out features to watch.  I asked Mr. Fowler for a couple of extra reports today.  He responded quickly and efficiently.  I will meet with Mr. Fowler and Carla tomorrow to be familiarized with the new purchasing and paying procedures.  I have a couple of concerns I’d like to address; for example, I’ve heard from field personnel that purchasing procedure makes it difficult for the men in the field to get what they need when they need it.

POLICE – Chris Harris seems to be doing well at Lincoln High School.  I will be meeting with the Chief later in the week.  This topic will continue in Executive Session. 

PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE –  Dusty is at the Rural Water Conference and I will meet with him later in the week.  A manhole in the stream beside Gibby’s backed up late on Friday and Travis Watson and John Bart responded.  The situation required some overtime but was resolved by 5:30 pm.  Crew Leader Travis Watson reported to me this morning regarding today’s activities and I gave him a couple of tasks.  For items you have requested to be done in the last few months, if you would send a list to my e-mail, I will review and assign as appropriate.

WATER PLANT  -  Charles called this morning as one of the floculators appeared to be losing oil and may need a seal.  I gave him permission to seek out a contractor to get this repaired.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT -  Jim Stark has left for another job.  John has stepped up to the challenge of being down a man.  The former City Manager has shared information regarding problems with the Lincoln Package Plant.  These problems are being addressed by John Bart in conjunction with Stantec.

VEHICLES / MAJOR EQUIPMENT –  The 550 Dump is currently at CMR rebuild needing a new transmission; this repair will be over $4,000.  The backhoe is having brake problems again and Anderson Equipment has been contacted.

AGREEMENTS – Travis and I met with Stantec on Friday to go over current arrangements with their firm.  It was a surprise to learn that almost everyone I’ve worked with previously on projects has left the firm.  The Stantec representatives stated the the exodus seems to have ended, they have attracted new people and they will be able to handle our projects.  On the Transportation Alternatives projects, I will arrange a meeting with the project directors from Charleston (DOH) and Stantec as there are a number of issues which were pending on these projects.

WATER PROJECT (12” MAIN)  - At Stantec meeting, Bruce stated rights-of-way are about 25% complete.  These are sometimes the hardest part of the project – I will stay on them to keep the quest for the rights-of-way on their front burner.

BUILDING CODES / PROPERTY MAINTENANCE – I saw Rick McElroy last week and he explained that he had planned to be out of the picture by June 30th.  I’ll meet with him and Vincent Smith later in the week to get this transition going.

COMMUNITY CENTER  - I’ll need to get more information before being on board with the parking lot idea.

MUSEUM  - I’ve put the petition for Don Vincent to be in WVU Sports Hall of Fame in lobby, if anyone would like to sign.

GRANTS – Land and Water Conservation Fund was funded by the federal government and Reuben and I have met to discuss what to apply for.  I’ve been doing the reimbursements and reports for existing grants but may transfer this to Finance Director if he is amenable.  State Transportation Grants will start moving again when issues are settled with engineering firm.

RECREATION –  Question from Reuben – does Council still want him to pursue wheelchair swing?

WEB PAGE, FACEBOOK, TWITTER –  The Former City Manager had Reuben making contacts for a new web site.  I’ve asked Reuben to hold off on this until we see if this expenditure is our greatest need.

BUSINESS DISTRICT –  The Marchios have just opened a business beside John Anthony’s.  They took over the t-shirt business.  I’m pleased to see that compared to other locations, we seem to have a pretty good survival rate for small businesses.

SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY / BLUEPRINT COMMUNITY / ON TRAC – Council needs to appoint to this board and get it up to full strength.

ECONOMIC /COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – Glad to see that there will be an Economic Development Person for the County.  When that person is on Board there may be opportunities for partnership that your next City Manager can use.

ANNEXATION - nothing to report at this time.

CONTACTS – nothing to report at this time.

She also stated no proposals have been received for the Audit.
Mayor DeMarco asked if Stantec has a Project Schedule. Herndon replied, no, they do have a checklist and those items have been assigned. The Engineers went over our 

Transportation Grants list. She will try to get Charleston back to talk to the Engineers on our Projects as there has been a turnover of Engineers at Stantec.

The Mayor asked her to check on the 1235 E Pike Street water line replacement to see if it was done. Also check on patching.

Board Reports: Councilperson Ferris stated the Museum Board had met. They authorized the Museum Director to proceed with the patch/repair of the roof, setting a price limit. The Museum and the American Legion will be doing a Program for Veterans Day.

Vice-Mayor Burnett made a motion to accept the Minutes of Regular Meeting 8-10-15; Work Session 8-31-15; Special Meeting 9-4-15 as presented. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor DeMarco made a motion to go into Executive Session for reasons of:

Pursuant to WV Code 6-9A-4(b)(2)(A): To discuss matters arising from the appointment. Employment, retirement, promotion, transfer, demotion, disciplining, resignation, discharge, dismissal or compensation of a public officer.

Pursuant to WV Code 6-9A-4(b)(2)(12): to discuss any matter by express provision of federal or state or rule of court is rendered confidential, or which is not considered a public record within the meaning of the freedom of information act as set forth in article one chapter twenty nine b of this code. Vice-Mayor Burnett seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
Councilperson Kovalck made a motion to return to Regular Session. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Kovalck made a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Meeting adjourned at 9:00 P.M.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

