Special Shinnston City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

September 29, 2014
The Special Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:20 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, September 29, 2014 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and David Signorelli were present. Also present were Assistant City Manager Travis Blosser and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained a quorum was present.

Under Petition of Citizens:

Willard West 914 Orchard Street asked, “Where is the City Manager?” He quoted from an article in the Exponent-Telegram of the Council praising the work of City Manager Herndon. He then stated his disagreement with the article.  He also reported a problem with a drain on Mulberry Street.
Marion Russell of 608 High Street requested Council support with a Resolution against the EPA Rulings and that no hearings had been done in coalfield areas.

Cindy Scott of 949 Hood Avenue stated there is a problem with the image of City Council. She felt since Councilperson Ferris was the only one to move to where the Power Point at the meeting at Lincoln High School, it seemed as if the other Councilpersons were not concerned with the issue. She also stated all utility poles on the West Side along US Rt. 19 were replaced with the bridge project but the old poles have not been removed making it difficult to see approaching traffic on Rt. 19. She requested assistance in getting the old poles removed.

In Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco reported he had participated in 2 parades during Frontier Days.  The Lincoln High School Improvement Council met and will meet with the Lincoln Middle School Improvement Council and bus drivers to discuss the increased traffic problems when the Middle School open. The Harrison County Development Authority met at Graph Tech. Mayor DeMarco met with City Manager Herndon, and Assistant City Manager Blosser to discuss the Transportation Enhancement projects the City would apply for, including sidewalks in Downtown. Mr. Russell stated when the sidewalk downtown was to be discussed, he said provisions needed to be made for the flags.  Councilperson Ferris stated when we began the improvement projects for the City, a group was brought in to assess the City with First Impressions and 2 members of that assessment team had visited over a holiday and commented on how nice the flags looked.
Assistant City Manager Blosser reported on the placement of new water line on East Pike street. Filter #2 at the Water Plant is expected to be done by October 10. He reported on what is happening at the Water Plant now. With the new filter in place, it is producing water at a level higher than expected. He has been meeting with Engineering Firms about planned upgrades.
Blosser explained the letters citizens are and will be receiving from Utility Service Partner. Since it is a WV Municipal League endorsed plan, the City approved it. This is a strictly voluntary plan to be entered into or not by the citizens.

Blosser is investigating the installation of speed humps and is working on the Source Water Protection Plan required by the recent law passed by the State Legislature.

Blosser thanked all concerned who worked to make Frontier Days a success.

Councilperson Ferris reported the Museum Board met on September 21 and interviewed 4 candidates for the Museum Director position. The position was offered to Braden Noon. He accepted the position on September 23.  She stated about 30 people attended the program at the Park September 23 – Riding the Rails.

Resolution: Assistant City Manager Blosser read Resolution regarding EPA and Coal. Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to accept the Resolution as presented. Councilperson Strait seconded. Councilperson Ferris requested the motion be amended to include sending a copy of the Resolution to the EPA. Vice-Mayor Burnett and Councilperson Strait accepted the amendment to the motion. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to read the Water Rate Ordinance on Second Reading by Title only. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

City Manager Blosser read: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA, AMENDING THE ORDINANCE OR RATE SCHEDULE ESTABLISHING A REVISED SCHEDULE OF JUST AND EQUITABLE RATES, FOR THE SERVICE AND FACILITIES FURNISHED THE CUSTOMERS OF THE WATER SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA.

Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to accept on Second and Final Reading:  AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA, AMENDING THE ORDINANCE OR RATE SCHEDULE ESTABLISHING A REVISED SCHEDULE OF JUST AND EQUITABLE RATES, FOR THE SERVICE AND FACILITIES FURNISHED THE CUSTOMERS OF THE WATER SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA. Mayor DeMarco seconded the motion. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to read the Ordinance by Title only. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Assistant City Manager Blosser read: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA, PROVIDING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CODIFIED CODES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA WITH REGARD TO SEWER SERVICE RATES.
Vice-Mayor Burnett moved to accept on Second and Final Reading AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA, PROVIDING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CODIFIED CODES OF THE CITY OF SHINNSTON, WEST VIRGINIA WITH REGARD TO SEWER SERVICE RATES. In discussion, Councilperson Coulter asked if it was feasible to delay the 28% rate increase. Blosser stated it is necessary to meet current expenses. The Public Service Commission must approve all rate increases. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco moved to go into Executive Session pursuant to WV Code 6-9A-4(b)(2)(A)- To consider matters arising from the appointment, employment, retirement, promotion, transfer, demotion, disciplining, resignation, discharge, dismissal or compensation of a public officer. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Strait moved to return to Special Session. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor DeMarco moved to remove from the table the new City Manager Contract. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayo DeMarco moved that the City enter into a contract with Travis Blosser to become City Manager January 1, 2015 with a salary of $48,000 in consideration of Mr. Blosser’s experience, administrative skills, and abilities during his tenure as Assistant City Manager. Councilperson Coulter seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Signorelli moved to adjourn. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Special City Council Meeting of September 29, 2014 adjourned at 8:10 P.M.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

