Public Meeting Shinnston City Council 

For Information on the Utilities Improvement Plan
City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

August 25, 2014
The Public Meeting of the Shinnston City Council for Information on the Utilities Improvement Plan was called to order at 6:00 P.M. in the Auditorium at Lincoln High School on Monday, August 25, 2014 by Mayor Sam DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, James Coulter, and Brian Parish were present. Councilperson David Signorelli was absent. Also present were City Manager Debra Herndon, Assistant City Manager Travis Blosser, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

Mayor DeMarco greeted the attendees and introduced Assistant City Manager Travis Blosser, giving a brief overview of his background. Mayor DeMarco informed the assemblage the utilities was the ONLY subject being discussed this evening.

The meeting was turned over to Assistant City Manager Blosser who introduced his panel. He introduced: City Attorney Tom Michael, Shinnston’s Bond Council John Stump from Steptoe & Johnson, Zach Dobbins of Bennett & Dobbins, and City Engineer Steve Cain.
Blosser had prepared a handout of his Improvement Plan that had been given to the attendee. He discussed the Improvement Plan with a Power Point presentation. The floor was then turned over to the attendees for questions.
The Assistant City Manager fielded comments and questions.
Brian Ward asked who was responsible for the current problems. Blosser replied that the City wants to move forward and not spend time on the "blame game."  Ward asked if the City would consider some sort of incentive program for households using water-saving fixtures.
Jim Slusser asked who was going to pay for the increases.  Blosser replied that the improvements that will be financed through bonds will be paid for by the customer base.  Slusser added up the proposed increases and asked if they equaled 67%.  Blosser agreed based on preliminary numbers.  The 67% was later found to be incorrect.
Cheryl Vandegrift asked that the City think about the people who do not have enough money to cover bills.  Vandegrift also asked how the citizens can help with the situation.

The Public Meeting ended at 7:40 P. M.
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