Work Session
City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

October 26, 2015
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, October 26, 2015 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present was Interim City Manager Debra Herndon. City Clerk Panek was out of town.
It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Petition of Citizens: Edgar Heldreth of 89 ½ Fourth Street presented a petition from other citizens from his neighborhood stating that the No Parking This Side of Street had been up for many years.  Alea Bartlett had questioned the legality of the signs in the last meeting.
Judy Thomas of 301 Pike Street, proprietor of Shabby Chic Sisters came to speak against removing City stipulations on ATV use.  Thomas stated that the ATVs would cause noise problems.  She stated that the other business owners she had talked to were against lifting the prohibitions and she felt the majority of the citizens felt the same way.  She asked that Council Members vote against lifting the prohibitions.
Charlene Loudin of 221 Woodlawn Drive, also a proprietor of Shabby Chic Sisters also came to speak against removing the stipulations on ATVs.  Loudin stated she was a nurse and that many of her concerns were associated with the safety statistics on ATVs, especially as they were not designed to be driven on paved streets.  She expressed concerns about liability should there be an accident.  She also asked Council to vote against removing the prohibitions.

Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco reported that he had attended CSC Engineering’s seminar on water issues, had made some good contacts and had been enlightened on many issues.  Rural Water has a new mapping system and the Mayor offered our system up as a guinea pig for a real-world test of the system. He stated that the Public Works and Utilities Director, Dusty Watson also attended.
Mayor DeMarco read a thank-you from Mickie Arco to Interim Manager Herndon for getting a problem with signs resolved in a timely fashion.

Interim City Manager Herndon reported: 
OFFICE – Scott Fowler has received two bids for the audits and we hope to meet the Audit Committee the first week of November to recommend which firm to choose.  

POLICE – Carlson, Goad and Harbert attended a supervising in-service in Beckley on the 22nd.  Kirkpatrick (the one who just graduated the Academy) has had the remainder of his local training and is able to work on his own now.  Police will be passing out treat bags at Big Elm this week.  So far, the donations for the Police Angel Tree activity are below budget.

PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE – Tasks are getting done in a timely fashion.  Dusty had a tablet now and when he comes in to report, he can SHOW me the issues – this has made a big difference.  This will also make data portable to the site.

WATER PLANT  -  Water Committee met.  Good meeting. Task items moving along. I will defer to them to report.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – The plant was experiencing a huge influx of water.  We feared it was a break in sewer line from trailer court under Shinns Run Creek.  FORTUNATELY it turned out that the ground had shifted under the old pipe that came from the demolished city garage and opened it up.  This was repaired and the flow is back to normal.

VEHICLES / MAJOR EQUIPMENT –  Still waiting on parts for the backhoe.  We bought the backhoe new for $60,162 in 2004.  When this is replaced, I would recommend you give some thought to availability of replacement parts.

AGREEMENTS – Reviewed proposed contract between City of Shinnston and Whitehall Public Service District.  (We have the water service, they have the sewer service.  The agreement will have us cutting off water if people don’t pay sewer bill.) I called their Manager Jesse Corley with a few changes I want to make so the agreement will be more consistent with the one we have with Hepzibah Public Service District.

WATER PROJECT (12” MAIN)  - I have a conference call Thursday at 2:00 on this project.  Dusty has provided input to the engineers regarding the design and some air release valves have been added to the project as a result.  They are also discussing mag meters to replace impeller meters originally planned.  Bruce is still working the rights-of-way sometimes negotiating minor changes in location to get property owner’s consent.

BUILDING CODES / PROPERTY MAINTENANCE – Defer to Vincent Smith.

COMMUNITY CENTER  - nothing to report

MUSEUM  - nothing to report / defer to Mrs. Ferris.

GRANTS – Scope of Work meeting with our Charleston representatives and engineers on the 5 open Transportation Alternatives projects will be held 9:30 Tuesday, October 27th.  I’ve asked Reuben to sit in on that one to help bridge the flow of information after I leave.  Reuben is getting prices for proposed Land and Water grant.

RECREATION – Will try to get a Park Board meeting and ask their help to develop a task list during the park system down time.

WEB PAGE, FACEBOOK, TWITTER – nothing to report.

BUSINESS DISTRICT – Reuben had what appeared to be a lively meeting with 7 businesses to brainstorm a plan for Small Business Saturday.

SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY / BLUEPRINT COMMUNITY / ON TRAC – Will be meeting Wednesday evening.

ECONOMIC /COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – nothing to report at this time.

ANNEXATION - nothing to report at this time.

CONTACTS – Attended (with City Clerk) on October 14th the Governor’s Service Award Luncheon where Lee Reger was honored in the Senior Category for his work with the Community Garden.  On the 16th, I attended the Clarksburg League for Service luncheon honoring Mary Ann Spadafore and presented the proclamation.  I sat with Dot Underwood from the Governor’s Office.

Councilperson Pat Kovalck  reported that the Water Committee had met on the 21st with the Interim Manager, the Public Works Manager and Water Plant Lead Operators Scott Aldridge and Charles Dotson.  Kovalck reported that three bids had been received for the work with the raw water pump and the Committee had authorized the Lead Operators to work with Davis Electric on the repairs.  Kovalck reported that Tom Michael had been on vacation but that Buddy Haines may be able to work on the floculators.  One bid has been received on the roof repair and one is to come.  Herndon will work with the engineers to get the check valve ordered for the high-lift pump.  Kovalck stated needed safety equipment had been ordered.  Kovalck reported that Derek McIntyre had brought his work truck to the water plant to change bulbs in outside plant lighting.  Some items for future discussion were the deterioration of metal walkways and cleaning of basins / ponds.  
Finance Director Scott Fowler fielded questions from Council on financial reports and financial condition of City.  Fowler reported that bids had been received for the 2013, 2014 and 2015 audits and that the audit committee must score the proposals and then make a recommendation to Council.

The new Code Enforcement Officer, Vincent Smith introduced himself  and gave his background.  He stated he has been working with the City Attorney on some proposed changes to City Ordinances which should help expedite enforcement procedures for vacant and dilapidated structures.

Council discussed the Excess Levy and stated their preference that the matter be on the ballot with the at-large Council election in June of 2016 as this will save the cost of having an election solely dedicated to the issue.

Council then entered executive session based on personnel issues and issues of Attorney-client privilege. 
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

