Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

October 27, 2014
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, October 27, 2014 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Mary Ann Ferris, Rodney Strait, and Brian Parrish were present.  David Signorelli was absent. Also present were Assistant City Manager Travis Blosser and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

Mayor DeMarco led the pledge of Allegiance. Councilperson Strait gave the invocation.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

In Petitions of Citizens: Willard West of 914 Orchard Street, Shinnston read a press release by U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of West Virginia William Ihlenfeld. West then stated there is illegal gambling going on at 604 Pike Street and stated the illegal gambling is being run by Magistrate Frank DeMarco. He stated that if the gambling is not stopped he will be informing a list of authorities that included U.S. Attorney Ihlenfeld, Harrison County Prosecuting Attorney Shaffer, and the FBI.
Under Executive Reports: Assistant City Manager Blosser stated the installation of Filter #2 was slated for completion October 10. That has still been delayed due to issues with the supplier of the sand media. Projected completion is now November 21.
He stated he would like to schedule a work session with Council for 5A:30 P.M. November 10, 2014 at the water treatment plant. Members of the public are welcome to attend also. Mr. Blosser has tentatively ser December 3, 2014 for a Business Roundtable and December 10, 2014 as a Town Meeting with the in-coming City Manager. T

The paving of Harvey Street is scheduled to take place either October 31 or November 3.

We continue to work with the safety of our workers. They will now be wearing reflective vests and hard hats at all times. We have many other safety items in the works and they will be utilized as they come in. Also in the next few months all employees will have badges in compliance with the Bureau for Public Health, WV Public Service Commission, and Department of Homeland Security.
Councilperson Strait asked if the vehicles will be upgraded with reflective. Blosser responded that First Aid Kits and fire extinguishers had been installed. Reflective is next.

Home Rule – Assistant City Manager stated we are tabling the 1% sales tax for now. He will discuss it further with the business community at the Business Roundtable.

He stated draft Ordinances are being done now before being presented to the Home Rule Board for approval. There was then a discussion of Home Rule plans.
Blosser gave Council an update on the finances.  We are now in terms of net 60 with our vendors. We were net 90 days. The Water Fund owes the General Fund $32,000.

We are working on a 20-year paving schedule. We expect the Water Fund to be stable in 2 years and the Sewer Fund will be stable in 2016. We are working on debt service coverage. A discussion of the refinance of Bonds ensued.

Councilperson Ferris asked if we will be pursuing Grants in the future. Mr. Blosser replied that we are going to pursue Grants.

Councilperson Coulter stated the rail-trail is important to many people. The Boy Scouts did some repairs and grooming on the trail Saturday. Various groups are helping with the rail-trail.
Maxine Weser of 70 Ferguson Street, Shinnston stated the City is in bad shape. She asked, “How much longer is our commitment to the Board of Education?” Mr. Blosser stated we have contributed $29,000 to date. The conversation is on-going.

Linda Hollar of 69 Ferguson Street, Shinnston asked about lighting for Halloween trick or treat.  Mr. Blosser stated we expect to have a full staff of Officers on duty October 30.
Marion Russell of 608 High Street, Shinnston said there is a dog running around loose. He asked about the vendor list. Mr. Blosser responded it is being worked on by the accountants.

The meeting ended at 7:40 P.M.
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Kathleen Panek, City Clerk
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Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

