Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

November 30, 2015
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:15 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, November 30, 2015 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Mary Ann Ferris, Rodney Strait, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Also present were Interim City Manager Debra Herndon, City Attorney Trey Simmerman, Development Director Reuben Perdue, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Greg Skidmore, Mapping/Addressing Coordinator, stated the addresses in the new section of Shinnston is woefully out of sequence. He urged the City to make adjustments to make it easier to locate addresses. They have aerial maps. The web site is GIS.HARRISONCOUNTY.WV.COM He said State Code says addressing falls to the lowest level of government – the City in this case. Councilperson Strait requested to explain the process for changing addresses. Mr. Skidmore explained the importance of consistent numbers. He asked the City to review addresses for Emergency Services.
Lee Reger of 601 Pike Street, Shinnston stated he has gad businesses on Railroad Street for 30 years. He stated Suddenlink, Mountaineer Hydraulic, and the Day Care also hace the same problem. There are no stop signs on this street or any other street in this area. It leaves the City open to problems when an accident happens.
Cindy Scott 949 Hood Avenue, Shinnston called the Mayor out about a statement he made on the News.

Okey Hall 1246 Okey Lane, Shinnston spoke against changing the ATVs in the City. He does not want ATCs in City Limits.
Marion Russell 608 High Street, Shinnston stated on November 11 there was a Parade. He thinks every Council Member should have been in that Parade. He is against it lining up behind the Catholic Church. He thinks it should start at the top of high school hill to honor the departed members of the Military. He says the Police Chief said it should start behind the Catholic Church. Russell also spoke against the ATCs in the City, stating it is too dangerous.

Melissa Aldridge 409-413 Pike Street, Shinnston stated she has veen in business in Shinnston for 6 ½ years and she is against allowing ATCs in Shinnston. She does not want the atmosphere of the City changed.

Tino Felosa 55 Simon Street, Shinnston is for the ATCs in the City Limits. It will mirror State Law if ATVs are allowed in the City.
Erik Ferris 1020 Matthews Street, Shinnston stated he fought with the contractors to get the bridge built properly and would have fixed the problem on Clement Street if the City had not harassed him and his workers about parking their trucks on the street in front of the office. He stated the ATCs are not trying to run through the City. He says an Officer had it in for someone he could not get and took it out on his group of riders. He said there should not be a law against ATVs in City Limits. They are just trying to get from one trail to another.

Someone mentioned the speeds of cars coming off the bridge. Councilperson Strait explained that the STATE did not put up Speed Limit signs.

In Executive reports: Mayor DeMarco said he was in the Veteran’s Day Parade. He attended the Harrison County Mayors meeting and the Director of the Harrison County Development Corporation was there.

Interim City Manager Herndon: She stated the drone aerial video of the Turkey Trot was excellent. The new Public Works started today. The Water Committee will meet Wednesday.
Interim City Manager’s Report for November 30, 2015

OFFICE – Audit contract has been sent out and Scott will be scheduling the work as soon as possible.  I’ve worked with Scott on an alternate schedule so he can work with an accountant during tax season – the hours working with an accounting firm is part of the criteria for him getting his CPA.

POLICE – Chief worked with the Talkingtons on the Turkey Trot.  Angel Tree children selected.

PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE –  Some staff changes.  Dusty and I have done two interviews and have hired one new worker who seems to have good skill sets.  Only a few items left on the task list I developed for Public Works when I came back.

WATER PLANT  - Task items for repairs still moving forward.  Water Committee will get an update on Wednesday.  No one from Public Works bid on the Operator in Training position so I will advertise this and will also advertise for a certified person and see what response I get.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – Chris Jaggie from Public  Works has taken a position as an Operator in Training for the sewer plant.

VEHICLES / MAJOR EQUIPMENT –  nothing to report.

AGREEMENTS – Whitehall has approved my version of the contract.  Resolution on agenda for Council to consider.  The contract will then be sent to PSC for final approval.

WATER PROJECT (12” MAIN)  - Attorneys and Engineers are working on several agreements the USDA wanted updated.  Stantec still working on rights of way.

BUILDING CODES / PROPERTY MAINTENANCE – I hear from Vincent Smith each week; he continues to work with the City Attorney and seems to be good at keeping at the problems.

COMMUNITY CENTER  - nothing to report at this time. 

GRANTS – Submitted grant for pool repairs / upgrades to Land and Water Conservation Fund.

RECREATION – Will try to get a Park Board meeting and ask their help to develop a task list during the park system down time.

WEB PAGE, FACEBOOK, TWITTER – nothing to report.

BUSINESS DISTRICT – The Small Business Saturday event has really brought the businesses together.  As discussed in SDA, this may be the right time to encourage a more formalized group of business owners.

SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY / BLUEPRINT – COMMUNITY / ON TRAC – Great meeting on November 18th.  Members seem energized and ready to provide input on various items.  (Agenda)

ECONOMIC /COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – nothing to report at this time.

ANNEXATION – Have sent information to the Attorney – Kenny Cook wishes to have new apartment annexed.

CONTACTS – nothing to report at this time.
Mayor DeMarco asked about the Ashby Apartments. The alley has been closed for safety Herndon stated. City Attorney Simmerman told Council the City is taking the owner to Municipal Court. Tino Felosa stated he is against Home Rule. Attorney Simmerman responded the goal with Home Rule is to make a better place.

There was a heated discussion about tearing down buildings and the City’s role in this. Okey Hall stated Home Rule is a Communist Law. Mayor DeMarco called the meeting back to Order.

In Board Reports: Development Director Perdue spoke about the Arts Council. He would like the City of Shinnston to get certified as an Arts Community and is asking Council to create an Arts Council. Being recognized as a certified Arts Community will help with getting grants in the future.
Shinnston Development Authority sent a letter to Council regarding against the ATC Law being changed. The SDA would be in favor of keeping the lot at Pike & Main Streets for event usage and green space in the Downtown. SDA also asks for a change on the Ordinance to allow for participation on SDA by people who have an economic interest in the City, as in business owners. Councilperson Ferris asked if we can put a limit on the number of people on the SDA from outside City Limits. Attorney Simmerman said it can be in the Ordinance or can be controlled by Council’s appointments to the Board.

Interim City Manager Herndon asked Council to decide if they were going to change addresses. Councilperson Kovalck said it is easier to do it now while there are just a few property owners instead of more. Councilperson Strait said it needs to be done as soon as possible. 
Regarding ATC Permitting: Councilperson Kovalck would like to see a permit process for a 5-year (first would be a 4-year to achieve a calendar date 5-year cycle) for City residents only with a sticker on the helmet or windshield of the ATV. Attorney Simmerman discussed the problem with enforcement and treating people differently. He pointed out State Law is so vague that it is hard to enforce. Total prohibition makes it easier to enforce.
Regarding 4th Street Parking: Vice-Mayor Burnett, Mayor DeMarco, and Councilperson Kovalck with Assistant Fire Chief McIntyre to see if there will be a problem with changing the parking. It will be on the December Agenda.

Interim City Manager discussed the City Manager search. She stated one of the top 5 had withdrawn as he took another position. One candidate from the bottom tier was moved up to the 5 finalists.

Council went into Executive Session to discuss matters involving the sale or lease of property and advance construction planning which, if made public, might adversely affect the interests of the City; to discuss matters with counsel pursuant to the attorney/client privilege; and to discuss personnel matters.
Meeting ended at 9:30 P.M.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

