Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

December 28, 2015
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:15 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, December 28, 2015 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Mary Ann Ferris, Rodney Strait, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Also present were Interim City Manager Debra Herndon, City Attorney Trey Simmerman, Finance Director Scott Fowler, Chief Jason Carlson, City Building Inspector Vince Smith, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

In Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco reported he had participated in the Shinnston Christmas Parade and was the MC for the Christmas Concert by the Shinnston Community Band. He also stated he and Vice-Mayor Burnett had attended the Employees Christmas Party.
Interim City Manager’s Report for December 28, 2015

OFFICE – Scott will be available for questions on finance.  

POLICE – Item for executive session.

PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE – Dusty has established a training station at the garage to help the new ones learn to repair water leaks, rather than waiting for something to break.  Our newest new hire had some experience and is catching up to the way we do things very quickly.

WATER PLANT  - Scott and Charles are doing very well with the list we started out with in August.  Some of the repairs needed require active communication among the plant operators, engineer and vendor – they are communicating their needs well.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – John and R.J. are keeping up with the plant.  John is working with the engineer and DEP on the lift station for Haywood Road area.

VEHICLES / MAJOR EQUIPMENT –  Spreader broke down and was repaired.  Dusty reports that the F250 is on its last legs for plowing; he’d like to get an F350 with new spreader before next snow season.  I told him to start a thorough assessment of equipment so needs can be budgeted.

AGREEMENTS – Nothing to report.

WATER PROJECT (12” MAIN)  - waiting to get rights-of-way in.  Next conference call with lender is January 14th.  I will be unavailable that day.

BUILDING CODES / PROPERTY MAINTENANCE – Defer to Code Enforcement Officer.

COMMUNITY CENTER  - Nothing to report.

GRANTS – Been working pretty actively with Robert Kozul from Stantec.  He will be the engineer usually assigned to our Transportation Alternatives projects.  He’s done some re-design of the Charles Street project and is getting it to the point where it can be bid.  Robert will also be helping me get the intent to apply ready for the coming year’s grant cycle.

RECREATION – Reuben got good news from the Cultural Society – they have funded the Theater in the park series at $1,000 this year.

WEB PAGE, FACEBOOK, TWITTER – nothing to report.

BUSINESS DISTRICT – I’m encouraged by the level of cooperation among the downtown businesses and the effort many have made to decorate their storefronts for the holiday season.

SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY / BLUEPRINT – Christmas Light Fund grows slowly but continues to grow.  

COMMUNITY / ON TRAC –ECONOMIC /COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – Will be attending the WVRC Fast Track program with Jill Fratto and LaReta Lowther on the 14th.  We were selected to get $3,000 for the Activities Park.  This initiative is tied to Brownfields, so our ability to get the Activities Park identified as a brownfield area continues to pay off.

ANNEXATION – Trey is working on apartment annexation (Cook). Minor boundary adjustment.

CONTACTS – Nothing to report.

She also stated she had sent a proposed Calendar of Meetings for 2016 with Meeting listed for elections and holidays to the Council to adopt at the next meeting if they approve it.
Councilperson Strait asked Building Inspector Smith what happens if we do away with the Sate Codes for Building Inspector certification. We will still be under the Fire Marshal. He stated Bridgeport and Clarksburg are going to the Home Rule Board with this issue. Building Inspector Smith advised to wait and see if Bridgeport and Clarksburg succeed or fail before Shinnston does anything on this issue.

Smith explained the Fire Marshal requires a Master Electrician license in addition to passing the 4 certification tests to be in Code. Bridgeport and Clarksburg are asking for a Journeyman to be accepted. Smith has passed the 4 certification tests and is a licensed Master Electrician.

Building Inspector Smith explained the Vacant Property Ordnance stating uninhabitable and dilapidated buildings go before the Board for a Hearing. Just empty does not come into this. The purpose of the registration is to have a person to contact on file if there is a problem such as wind damage, etc. This issue will be on the February Agenda.
Council had questions for Finance Director Fowler regarding the finance reports. Mayor DeMarco said I understand the number of months and the prorated but could we also get actual figures for last year and this year for Finance Reports. He asked for the overview of the finance statements to continue. The cover letter and summary are to be e-mailed to the Council members/
In Petition of Citizens: Willard West 914 Orchard Street, Shinnston said the Christmas lights are pitiful. He said the City needs a dress code. He said this City is in bad shape. He cited various vendors and asked why they were paid. Ms. Herndon said if he would come to the Administrative Office she would explain each vendor he is questioning. Most that he cited were for entertainment which she explained we paid for with sponsorships and the money went through the City accounts. Mayor DeMarco allowed him extra time when the 5 minutes ran out. West then threatened the Council saying “We are taking this town back.” He then told Mayor DeMarco they would then come for his job.
Marion Russell 608 High Street, Shinnston read a letter from the Shinnston Lion’s Club.
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Veteran’s Day Parade

As you know, the Shinnston Lions Club is the sponsor of the Veteran’s Day
Parade and for the last two years we have had the parade line-up from
Mahlon Street, by the Catholic Church, as requested by the Chief of Police.
We have found that lining up down by the Rails to Trails has become
difficult due to the size of the parade. At times there are several business
vehicles parked in that area making it difficult to maintain proper order.

We are requesting that the parade start at the Veterans Memorial as in the
past. Because it is a Memorial to the Veterans it is only proper that they be
honored by the passing of this parade. :

Several citizens, along with the parade participants have expressed to the
club their desire to have the parade pass by the Memorial. While we
understand the Police Department’s concern with traffic, we could arrange to
provide help to them for this short period of time.

The Shinnston Lions Club respectfully requests that you consider moving
the parade back to the Veterans Memorial.

Thank You

Z /(/k //’/”/f/; .
Shinnston Lions Club
Dave Minor, President




Mike Lane 1 Van Rufus Street, Shinnston said he has been working with Interm City Manager Herndon on a sewer backup problem in his basement. He says the problem was caused by the City manhole. He said Mr.Ice has been great to work with but he cannot get the insurance adjustor at Travelers, Mr. Jamison, to return his calls.Council assigned the City Attorney to handle this situation.

Council went into Executive Session for reason of personnel.

Work Session ended at 9:05 P.M.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

