Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

February 23, 2015
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, February 23, 2015 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Councilpersons James Coulter, Rodney Strait, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett and Councilperson Mary Ann Ferris were absent. Also present were City Manager Travis Blosser, City Attorney Trey Simmerman, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Mayor DeMarco called for a moment of silence for Tony Ferris, the late husband of Councilperson Ferris.
Petition of Citizens: Marion Russell of 609 High Street, Shinnston asked once again, are the Shinnston City Council Meeting conducted under Roberts Rule of Order. City Attorney Simmerman stated they are not. The Council Meetings are governed by Rules established by the State of West Virginia Legislature. Mr. Russell said he wants a copy of those Rules. Attorney Simmerman advised him they are available online. Mt. Russell stated he has nothing to do with computers.
Mr. Russell then again asked City Manager about the Vendor List. City Manager Blosser stated what he has stated repeatedly, the Vendor Report is to be published with a Balance Sheet and until he has a Balance Sheet to go with the Vendor Report, it will not be published. The accounting firm employed by the City has not prepared a Balance Sheet at this time.

Willard West of 914 Orchard Street, Shinnston objected to Mayor DeMarco being rude to Maxine Weser at the previous meeting. He was upset that the Council did not tell the Harrison County Parks and Recreation, several years ago, they could no longer use Ferguson Park for the Summer Youth Program when he requested it.

Maxine Weser of 70 Ferguson Street, Shinnston stated the Mayor was rude and stated the Council had “stood on the shoulders of the Citizens”. She questioned why the City is delaying payments to vendors. She also objected to the City hiring new employees.
Damen Eakles of 75 Clement Street, Shinnston spoke about the condition of Clement Street and stated the water flow on that street needs to be fixed.

Jim Slusser of 505 Thomas Street, Shinnston stated the Vendor Report and Balance Sheet have not been published. Since Council has oversight of the City Manager, why is this? He asked who brought the former City Manager back to work for the City. City Manager Blosser stated he had hired her to do Payroll and other duties. Slusser questioned if that was legal and Blosser stated it had been checked out with the State Retirement Board before she was hired for this short-term, part-time position.

In Executive Reports: City Manager Blosser stated he had hired Scott A. Fowler as Finance Officer. He will start on March 2, 2015. He reported on the snow removal. Blosser also stated he is in the proves of scheduling a meeting with Mr. Urse, the new District Manager of the Department of Highways and Clement Street is on the agenda.
Mayor DeMarco asked for an update on the Water Plant. Blosser reported both filters and the traveling bridge system are completed. Phase II is done and awaiting inspection and sign-off.

The pump repair is in process. Overtime is down and it is not possible to track the electricity usage at this time. Chemical costs are back down with the completion of the filter replacement.

There were no Board reports.

City Manager Blosser explained why he wants to create a Water Board. He stated the Sanitary Board has not met for over a year. As City Manager, he is Chairman of the Sanitary Board. John Lowman is also on the Sanitary Board and there is a position that needs to be filled. He plans to have this Board meet once a month.

He wants to have a Water Board also. This Board would recommend water rate increases when needed to Council, review contracts, and oversee the water system. This Board would consist of the City Manager as Chairman with one Board member required to live in City Limits and one member required to live out of City Limits to represent the interests of customers out of the City who will be appointed by Council. No City employees can serve on this Board. The Board will appoint a Secretary and a Treasurer (City Finance Officer).

Councilperson Coulter stated he would like this Board to have a regular schedule of meetings, Minutes taken at those meetings, and a mechanism for removal of Board members other than for arbitrary reasons.

Councilperson Strait asked how the Water Board would work with the Water Plant Operation.  Blosser replied personnel is overseen by the City Manager, not the Board. Plant Operators would be present for monthly reports, project updates, etc. to the Board. A Water Board report would be given to Council by the City Manager as Chairman of the Water Board. On a monthly basis, the Water Board would be reporting when the next rate increase should occur.
Councilperson Coulter asked if this Water Board would be meeting with other Water Boards and Blosser replied yes. There was a discussion of the merits of having a Water Board.

The Strategic Plan was tabled.

There was a discussion of Party affiliation as proposed in the application for Home Rule.

Council went into Executive Session for matters of personnel and Attorney Client Privilege. 

The Work Session ended at 9:25 P.M.
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