Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

February 24, 2014
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, February 24, 2014 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor DeMarco, Councilpersons James Coulter, Mary Ann Ferris, Rodney Strait, Brian Parrish, and David Signorelli were present. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett was out-of-Shinnston.  Also present were City Manager Debra Herndon, Assistant City Manager Travis Blosser, Community Development Director Reuben Perdue, City Engineer Steve Cain, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco presented a basketball from the Challenger League to Community Director Perdue. Mayor DeMarco gave out the trophies to the Challenger League. He reported he had received praise from a citizen for the response from the City on a problem. The Mayors of Harrison County will meet March 26 in Clarksburg. Dr. Manchin, the in-coming Superintendent of Schools will be there. He sent an e-mail to our Delegates requesting the defeat of HB4733.
City Manager Herndon reported on the Poker Run planned by the Shinn Cemetery Preservation group. She contacted Board of Education President Sturm re: the timeline of the tennis courts. She hired Amanda Herrod as Pool Manager. Mrs. Herrod inquired if she could share the position with her husband and was told it would be OK. She has sent the rest of her report to the Council electronically. There will be a Brownfields, Abandoned, and Dilapidated Buildings meeting Thursday.
Assistant City Manager Blosser reported he is working with a new collection agency headquartered in Morgantown. They get a percentage of the amount collected.
Luke Elser of the Northern WV Brownfields Assistance Center made a presentation on a Brownfields, Abandoned, and Dilapidated Buildings.

Community Development Director Perdue went over his report that had been sent to Council electronically.

City Engineer Cain stated there is a water problem on Fleming Street that has existed site the turf was installed at Stydahar Field. He is working on resolving it.

He also discussed the Water Plant. He stated the approximate labor cost of fixing the plugged drains is $40,000 to 45,000. He is working with the Plant Operators to do some procedures prior to starting the cleaning process of filters and under-drains being replaced. They are working on other issues at the plant also.
Cain is working with the City Attorney on a schedule for the Water Project.

Assistant City Manager Blosser reported he was in a meeting with Secretary of Transportation Paul Mattox and it was stated all funding is stalled and money is being diverted to current issues.

Councilperson Coulter reported the Shinnston Development Authority had met  and discussed and approved the latest revision of the Strategic Plan. He also stated the group worked on ideas for the newspaper supplement due out the first week of April.

Assistant City Manager Blosser gave a presentation regarding Home Rule and why the City of Shinnston should apply for Home Rule.

There was a discussion of speed and red light cameras,

Council went into Executive Session on matters of Personnel. 

The Meeting ended at 8:30 PM.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

