Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

March 28, 2016
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:05 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, March 28, 2016 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Mary Ann Ferris, Rodney Strait, and Pat Kovalck were present. Councilperson Brian Parrish was absent. Also present were City Manager Amy Haberbosch Wilson, Finance Director Scott Fowler, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Mayor DeMarco recognized Andy McMunn of 516 Main Street, Clarksburg. Mr. McMunn is running for Circuit Judge. He gave a short biography of himself and stated he came to tell Council that he cares about Shinnston. He told of his experience and asked for support.
Petition of Citizens: Maxine Weser 70, Ferguson Street, Shinnston asked if the Sewer Fund has paid the City back the borrowed funds, Has the Water Fund been paid back? Has the Band Shell money been paid? She stated the posting on the Internet was incorrect.

Councilperson Kovalck stated only $20,000 was borrowed by the Water Fund. Finance Director Fowler stated $8,000 has been paid back to date.

Darwin Watson of 907 East Avenue, Shinnston asked questions about B & O Tax. Is it true B & O Tax is paid on the honor system and no one knows if they are accurate? Has it always been this way? Is it true some businesses only pay for over the counter sales? Is it true that some businesses owe large amounts of B & BO taxes? Is it true some businesses pay no B & O tax?

Finance Director Fowler replied we send out notice of B & O tax. We cannot go into their books to check. Councilperson Coulter said the flaw in the B & O was the honor system. Vice-Mayor Burnett explained one reason for the 1% sales tax was to tighten up the B & O reporting.
Executive Reports: City Manager Wilson reported:

CITY HALL
· We have received our Annual Drinking Water Quality Report for 2015. We are pleased to report that the City of Shinnston met ALL Federal and State water standards for the reporting year 2015 are in compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments.  A copy of the full Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) report is available at the City Building and will be posted in the local newspapers within the next week.

· I met with Public Works, Code Enforcement, Police, and Development Services to continue efforts in preparing a Spring Clean Up program.  

· We have completed our 2016 Census Government Units reporting data.

· The Harrison County Economic Alliance Corporation met to discuss several new businesses in our county, as well as progress on creating and participating in an economic data base for surrounding communities. 

· On 3.22.16, I attended the Harrison County Board of Education Meeting regarding our continuing contract for the PRO officer. 

· I attended the Community Garden Club meeting on 3.24.16 with an update of City projects (parades, planters, downtown activities).

· We will be scheduling an open house for staff and council for continued enrollment into iselect.  

· Finance has prepared and mailed B&O tax returns for the 3rd Quarter.

· Scott and I have continued to prepared and adjust budget/levy forms for Council approval (March 28th).

· Scott has completed all quarterly tax filings and started on the 

· Scott and I have started compiling data for the AFSCME reports for the Union contract renewal. 

· There were twenty-one (21) accounts were turned over for collections to “Rossman & Co. /PCB” in the amount of $9,745.55.   We’ve received $373.00 to date from Rossman for two (2) of the outstanding accounts.  
· 16 accounts were turned off for non-payments in February and five (5) have not yet been restored. 

· There were 200 Penalties & Termination notices sent out for March (termination date is scheduled for April 4, 2016 at 9:00 AM).  


POLICE
· The Police Department was given $4,500 from the Governors Highway Safety Program for the “Click It or Ticket, DUI Patrols, Distracted Driving for the months of April, May and June.

· The Department is currently working on property maintenance throughout the city now that winter is over (abandoned vehicles, property maintenance violations, clean-up, etc.).

· The Department is without Patrolman Harris; his last day of service with the City was March 25th.  We will be advertising for the open position as soon as possible. 

· As Patrolman Harris was the PRO officer at the high school and the middle school, Deputy Chief Goad will be replacing him until the end of the year to finish out the contract with the Harrison County BOE. 

· Police Department assisted the Board of Education with Active Shooter training at the Big Elm Elementary School.  The training consisted of having the teachers go to their classrooms as they normally would. Once the teachers were in place, blanks where fired in each hallway to demonstrate what an active shooter situation would sound like. Blanks were fired in 22 caliber, 9millimeter, 45 caliber, 12 gauge shotgun, and 223 assault rifle. When the training was over the teachers returned to the cafeteria to describe what they heard. 
PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE
· Dusty and I completed a series of interviews for two open positions within the department.  We are hoping to make those offers early this week.

· Dusty is reviewing the design for the Fleming Street sewer realignment from Stantec.  

· Public Works has been working on several service line leaks throughout the City.

· The crew has been busy with street cleaning and garbage pickups throughout.  The street sweeper has no been repaired and is up and running.  
WATER PLANT
· Scott and Charles have selected a candidate for the water position and are hoping to move on this position this week. 

· Estimates are out for several small projects around the water plant as discussed in Councilman Kovalck’s 3.14.16 report. 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
· Wastewater flow has been high all month.  We have only had one day of normal flow that was under 380,000-gallons.  We had four days over 970,000-gallons the highest being 1,427,700-gallons.

· Winter weather makes it difficult to process sludge; so with the break in the weather we have been working on removing as much sludge as possible.  We have wasted 169108 gallons of sludge and have hauled 23.57 tons of sludge to Meadowfill Landfill.

· We have brought 7,000-gallons of sludge from the Lincoln Package Plant here for processing also.

· We have been on two sewer complaints at 124 Pike Street & 702 Clark Street.

· We pulled pump (A) at the McDonalds pump station; it is due to be picked up 3-28-16 by Precision Pump & Valve to be repaired or replaced.

· We bought a handrail for the influent stairway; we haven’t put it on yet.

VEHICLES / MAJOR EQUIPMENT 

· Public Works had to replace two of the brooms for the Street Sweeper, but is not up and running to date. 

· Wastewater bought a new battery for the Bobcat and installed it.

· Wastewater bought a used rear bumper from SALS Garage for $50.00 and installed it.

AGREEMENTS 
· I am continuing to work with EQT to renew our lease for a well located by our Water Plant in Marion County.  We are awaiting the documents from the company in order to move forward. 

· We have completed all required changes to the agreement with the Whitehall PSD.  Both parties are awaiting the State approval in order to execute this agreement and move forward. 

CODE COMPLIANCE   
· See Attached Monthly Report
GRANTS 
· I am working on the FY 2016 Homeland Securities Grant application for the Water Plant generator. 

· Debra has completed the Transportation Alternatives Program grant for the Lincoln High School to Rt 20 Sidewalks.

· She will be submitting the WV Justice Assistance Grant Program Application for the PRO officer position for Lincoln High and Lincoln Middle on April 1st.

· She currently working on the police grant application for body cameras.

Councilperson Strait asked City Manager Wilson to pass along to the City Workers how nice the bridge looks.

Council went into Executive Session for reason of Personnel.

Meeting ended at 7:35 PM.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

