Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

April 19, 2016
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:05 P.M. in Council Chambers on Tuesday, April 19, 2016 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons Mary Ann Ferris, Rodney Strait, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Councilperson James Coulter, was absent. Also present were City Manager Amy Wilson, Finance Director Scott Fowler, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco attended the quarterly meeting of the Harrison County Development Corporation. There was a report from Director Metz and then a presentation by US Attorney Ihlenfeld on the drug problem.
Mayor DeMarco also worked the Lions Club Pancake Breakfast to benefit the Christmas Lights Fund.

City Manager Wilson expressed condolences to the family and friends of Elmo McIntire. 

CITY HALL
· We would like to send our condolences to the family and friends of long time City of Shinnston employee, “Elmo” McIntire. 

· Debra’s last day as a “part time” employee was this past week.  She was able to complete several grant applications as well as finish the task of updating our City Ordinances.  I would like to personally thank Debra for all of her efforts in making my transition and “information download” as easy as she possible could while she was here. From my experience with her, she has been an asset to this organization and I wish her many relaxing moments as she enjoys her retirement...yet again. 

· We are finalizing our lease agreement with Honor Resources Company representing EQT Production Company for a tract of land located in Marion County.  We propose to have this ready for the May 9th regular meeting.   

· The Harrison County Chamber of Commerce held their Board of Directors meeting at the new FBI CJIS Division-Biometrics Center on 4.11.16.  I had the opportunity to hear a presentation of the current and planned expansion for jobs and buildings for this site.  They have extended their invitation to tour their new building to Council in the upcoming months.

· The Harrison County Development Corporation held their quarterly meeting at the Harrison County Regional Airport.  US Attorney, William Ihlenfeld gave an eye opening presentation on “Drugs and the West Virginia Workplace”. 
POLICE DEPARTMENT
· The Police Department now has two certified firearms instructors; Chief Carlson and Sergeant Harbert attended a week long class (it was the second part of a 2-phase class session) that qualified them as firearms instructors. The Department will now be able to certify our own officers for mandatory officer qualifications.

· The Police Department will be participating in the National Drug Take Back on April 30th.  Lincoln High School and sites around the City helped by posting and advertising flyers for this drug drop-off event.  

· The Police Department supplied Prom Pledge cards for this year’s prom. Students will be able to sign a Prom Pledge Card stating they will not consume alcohol, pledge to stay the full length of the prom, stay safe and have a good time.  At the end of the dance, one card will be drawn to receive a Samsung tablet as an incentive to stay for the entire dance.
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
· The deadline has ended for the Arts and Crafts Festival on April 30th (9:00am – 3:00pm) and it looks as though we should have a great turnout of vendors and displays.

· Construction has started on the upgrades to the showers and bathrooms at the pool and life guard training finished up at the YMCA.  As soon as the pool is ready, we will start our round of lifeguard certification training.

· The Shinnston Development Authority still has tickets available for the May 7th Dinner Theater to benefit the SDA Christmas Light Project. Please contact the City if interested in attending. 

Mayor DeMarco read the Poppy Day Proclamation naming May 14 as Poppy Day for the American Legion Auxiliary.
There was a discussion of the Election.

Council went into Executive Session for reasons of Real Estate.
Meeting ended at 7:45 P.M.
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