Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

May 23, 2016
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:12 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, May 23, 2016 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Mary Ann Ferris, Rodney Strait, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Also present were City Manager Amy Haberbosch Wilson and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

The citizen who signed up to speak was not present.
In Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco stated that he, City Manager Wilson, and now volunteer Debra Herndon went to Charleston to receive 2 grants of $250,000 each for Downtown sidewalks – Bowman Court to Saltwell.

Greg Hefner of First Energy wants a meeting – we believe they want to put electricity underground.
Thursday he will be at the Veterans Memorial for the Boy Scouts Flag Retirement Ceremony at 6:00 P.M.

He sent an e-mail to Emma to thank her for writing the grants we just got and the Charles Street sidewalk grant that will be starting soon.

City Manager:

CITY HALL  

· As most of you have already heard, I had the opportunity to attend the State Capitol with Mayor DeMarco and Debra Herndon for the Governor’s announcement of $500,000 from the Transportation Alternative Program for the Design and Construction phases of the Downtown Sidewalk project.  

· I met with David George, author and disability advocate collaborating with cities and communities toward disability awareness and the disability integration act. 

· I am meeting with the WV Department of Highways on 5.24.16 to discuss the drainage issues at South Pike Street. 

· The City completed its audit last week and will be awaiting the results over the next month.   

· The bid opening for the Charles Street sidewalk project was held last week and the winning bid was awarded to FPS Building and Development out of Beaver, WV. This project was funded through past levy funds as a match for the WV Transportation Enhancement Grant Program. We are planning to start construction on this project within the next month.

· I attended the Woman’s Club on 5.15.16 to present and discuss the lease agreement between the Woman’s Club of Shinnston and The Board of the Lowe Public Library. The lease was signed as a 99 year agreement and new officers of the Club were appointed that night. 

POLICE 
· New officer, Tyler Harris is no longer with the department.  His resignation has opened the position back up again. We are currently advertising in local newspapers and internet.  

· Chief Carlson and Sergeant Harbert are attending the Shotgun and Riffle instructor course from 5.21.16 to 5.25.16 given by the FBI Law Enforcement Instructor School.  This is a free training providing the police department with two certified shotgun and riffle instructors. 

PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE
· Robert Stark was hired in Public Works and has been upgrading most of the vehicles and equipment as needed.  His background as a mechanic has been beneficial in just two works.

· All of downtown has been swept, with streets and sidewalks cleaned. Depending on weather the cleaning efforts will move on to others areas by the end of this week.

· Paving projects are to begin on Short Street and the bottom of Walnut Street within the next month.

· We would like to begin project of replacing the sidewalk on brick section of  

· Crane will be rented and banners will be put up on Wednesday.

· Street curbs and sidewalk painting started on Friday (no parking, handicapped and loading).  This will continue as weather permits.

· Main line at Manual Drive burst again and caused area to be shut down for about two hours. 

· Crew received a load of asphalt to patch streets last week and will continue patch work over the next month. 

· Sewer back up at T&L was resolved. This caused issues with the DeMarco store location; however, that was fixed as well. Public Works placed an asphalt storm sewer curb on Malloy Court to resolve the drainage issue.

· Many water service line leaks were fixed throughout the City.

· Grass on all City property has been cut and maintained.  

· Fleming Street sewer work is now complete. We were able to work with all property owners to resolve the raw sewer issue brought to Council by Ms. Whiteman-Baldwin.  We will continue to monitor concerns in that area.  

· Dusty has been working with the Cook Brothers and property owners the on Patrick water issue. They feel they are close to resolution and are awaiting work completed by the Cook Brothers. 

· Meter reading is caught up and back on track due to the rain putting the readings behind.

· Crews worked at Hood Avenue to repair an open sewer hole. 
WATER PLANT
· The raw water pump packaging came out causing an emergency call to Davis for inspection and repack. As repacking was not an option, we were able to bring in a crane to transfer the pump at Wood’s boat dock and install it at the plant.  We will be looking into repair and warranty (under a year old) of the existing pump.

· We have submitted our next step towards the Water Plant generator grant to the WV Office of Homeland Security.  Scott has been working with outside agencies to produce all necessary information. One option in question would be to request diesel versus natural gas; less maintenance, less expensive and storage tank would be included under generator (Scott is working with Cummings for more information on this) 

· Reminder-we are holding a public meeting for the City of Shinnston Source Water Protection Plan (SWPP) scheduled on June 8, 5:30 at Council Chambers. This meeting will serve as an opportunity for the City to provide an overview of the updated SWPP to the public and answer questions.  

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
· John will be attending the West Virginia Rural Water Association, Wastewater Training on Tuesday, 5.24.16 in Buckhannon.  The class will be covering energy, O&M, SSES and GIS for Wastewater Systems.

· John and I have been considering the option of contracting Wastewater services for repair and maintenance of several of the stations upgraded in place of filling the vacant position.  We are currently reviewing the Operating and Maintenance proposal from B&M Environmental, LLC. This contract for services would be in place of filling the vacant position at the Plant and allow for all the lift stations to be repaired and maintained, as some are in desperate need of attention.

· This agreement would cover the O&M of all of the lift stations on a weekly basis and monthly basis (inspections will go from weekly to monthly as sites are brought up to standard). 

· Repair any malfunctioning equipment on site as needed, and reporting of such work.  

· They will also complete weekly checks for all motor controls (amp and voltage readings, check for proper operation, test mercury float switches and transducers for proper operation) and generate weekly reports.

· Preventative maintenance and repairs. 

· On call emergency service.

· John has been working with Dusty over the past week to repair several service line leaks (Second St, T&L, Pike St, East Side)

VEHICLES / MAJOR EQUIPMENT 
· The Kobota is still overheating and has been inspected by Thompson’s they are estimating repairs to be at least $4,000. 

· All Public Works vehicles received monthly cleaning and maintenance. 
AGREEMENTS 
·  The agreement with Whitehall has been approved by the Public Service Commission. 

· We have been continuing to negotiate an agreement with Chris Mann, EQT for the lease of City property in Marion County.

WATER PROJECT (12” MAIN)    

· All approved Legal Services Agreements were submitted to USDA in order to proceed on this project. 

· The next monthly Water System Improvement Project Conference call will be held on 6.7.19 at 2:00pm. 

· We are still waiting on the Plans Review by USDA engineers for approval.  

· Stantec is continuing to move forward on ROW agreements needed for this project. We are expecting an update this week on the percentage of executed agreements to date.  

CODE COMPLIANCE   
· I am meeting with Vincent Smith biweekly to move forward on property maintenance and existing property conditions. We are working to inventory and prioritize properties that need attention and establish the level of enforcement needed on each. We have also been working on finding additional funding needed to enforce property maintenance. 

· We would like to have the WV BAD (Brownfields, Abandoned and Dilapidated) Buildings Committee speak at Council in the upcoming month.  

· Vince, Reuben and Chief Carlson attended a property maintenance webinar on Property Maintenance and Funding for Blight Removal on 5.18.16.

· We are working to bring back to Council, the tabled property maintenance code updates.    
RECREATION  
· The fourth season of the “Theater in the Park” starts this Saturday at 7:00p.m. at the Ferguson Memorial Park.  Special thanks to the sponsors; Harrison County Commission, Clarksburg-Harrison Cultural Arts Foundation; Wesbanco. The music will be of the Rat Pack era. 

· Shinnston has been named Playful USA for the 6th time.  The WV State Journal will be publishing an article this week.  

· The Boy Scout Troop 59 will be conducting their fourth annual Memorial Day ceremony on May 26th.  During the Ceremony the scouts will perform an official flag retirement ceremony, in which they cut and burn American flags that have reached the end of service in accordance with United State laws.  These flags that have become worn, torn, faded or badly soiled. 

· The interior concrete at the pool building is being sealed and painted.  This project clearly adds to the aesthetics and cleanliness of the existing interior concrete. 

SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY / BLUEPRINT 
· We still have many copies of the Shinnston supplement to the Telegram available at City Hall. 

· The Shinnston Development Authority will met on May 19th. 

· I submitted an application for Volunteer of the Year and a Supplemental Grant award recognitions to the WV ONTRAC on 5.20.16.

We got a remarkable report on the Water Plant from the Health Department. Mayor DeMarco read from the report and everything was excellent.
Councilperson Strait said the grass at 41 Vine Street needs cut and the front door is open.
Hames Aliff of 75 Walnut Street who had signed up to speak came in. He spoke to Council regarding a drainage issue with a neighboring property.

Mayor DeMarco deferred to Kathleen Panek on the Airbnb issue. Ms. Panek spoke about most Airbnb listings are not licensed, inspected, not insured and are not collecting/paying taxes. She is requesting Council to be pro-active and create a short-term rental Ordinance before it becomes an issue, to prevent being accused of targeting any individual.
There was discussion of the ATV issue. Assistant Chief Lee Goad, Jim Barker, Bill Watson, and Councilperson Pat Kovalck are on the Committee chaired by Councilperson Mary Ann Ferris.

There was discussion on Home Rule. Shinnston has been waiting for the decision on the Clarksburg ruling on Building Codes and Inspectors. Clarksburg won. Shinnston is also looking to get Home Rule to aloe non-partisan poll workers in our non-partisan elections.

Council went into Executive Session on matters of personnel.

Work Session ended at 8:30 P.M.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

