Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

June 27, 2016
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, June 27, 2016 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons Mary Ann Ferris, Rodney Strait, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Councilperson James Coulter was absent.  Also present were City Manager Amy Haberbosch Wilson and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilperson Strait gave the invocation.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Mayor DeMarco asked Councilperson Kovalck to thank the Shinnston Volunteer Fire Department on behalf of the City for their flood relief efforts.
Everett Mulkeen of Potesta gave a presentation on the final draft of the Source Water Protection Plan. The initial Plan was done by Thrasher Engineering and Potesta did the Public Input and Committee Plan. They looked at protection and possible contamination issues. They also looked at mitigation of risks and how the City will notify citizens, A redacted copy of the Plan will be available to citizens at the Administration Building.
Mayor DeMarco read a Proclamation from Governor Tomblin naming Jill Fratto Shinnston ON TRAC Volunteer of the Year and presented it to Ms. Fratto.

In Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco reported he attended the opening of the District 5 10-year-old Little League Tournament. The Little League complimented the City on the condition of the field and Mayor DeMarco asked Dusty Watson to pass the compliment on to the workers. Mayor DeMarco will be attending the July 7 quarterly meeting of the Harrison County Economic Development Corporation.

City Manager Amy Wilson congratulated Jill Fratto on being Volunteer of the Year.
Manager’s Report:

CITY HALL  

· I met with Bill Watson and Maxine Weser on 6.17.16 to discuss their roles as a Council member.  We spent a couple hours going over existing departments, projects and City goals & objectives. 

· Reminder City offices will be closed on Monday, July 4, 2016 in observance of Independence Day. 

· We completed and submitted the Shinnston ON TRAC Assessment.  

· I have completed our review of the City of Shinnston’s Source Water Protection Plan completed by Potesta Engineering & Environmental. We have certified that the Plan is complete and have submitted certification back to Region VI for compliance of the grant. They will be presenting this Plan to Council tonight.  

· We are continuing to work with the Fire Department on necessary documentation and “status to date” information required for their ISO rating inspection scheduled for the first week in July. 

· We have scheduled a Water Committee Meeting for Wednesday, June 29th at 5:00. Council will receive an update at the July 11th regular meeting of the recent issues and upgrades to the Water Plant.

· I met with Robert Kozal and Richard Gaines on 6.24.16 on several ongoing projects.  They will be updating a couple of their proposals for the Activities Park and the Lincoln Station projects so we can execute and proceed with construction.

· I met with WV DHHR regarding our Community Work Experience Program (CWEP) Contract. This program is designed to afford certain cash assistance recipients a work placement in the nonprofit public service sector within the original intent of The Family Support Act and The Personal Responsibility Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act. 

· The pre-construction meeting for the Charles Street Sidewalk project was held on 6.23.16.  Construction was to start this week; however, they may wait until after the holiday activities to begin road work. 

· We have received our Permit to proceed from the WV Division of Highways for the City of Shinnston Monroe Street/Route 19 Sidewalk Improvements. We will be submitting the required documents to Stantec today in order to proceed. 

· Patrolman Robert Ryan began work on 6.14.16 and has been on active duty. He will begin his role as the high school and middle school Police Resource Officer when school resumes.

· Relay for Life and the Theater in the Park were both very well attended this past weekend.

· Shinnston was honored to receive notification to host the District 5 ten year old Little League tournament this year located at the Activities Park.

· The Fire Department has been taking donations for areas hit by the recent flooding. They will have a tractor trailer set up to take donations at the Independence Day Celebration on July 1st at the park.  The City donated 90 gallons of water and 160 bottles of water. 

· The Shinnston Arts Walk was a huge success with many art display, vendors and musicians set up downtown on Saturday, 6.25.16.

· The EQT gas and oil lease has been executed by both parties, and we should be receiving our check soon. 

· Stantec is continuing to move forward on ROW agreements needed for this project. We are about 70% complete for the executed agreements to date.  

· The United Way charity Bocce Tournament is scheduled at the Ferguson Memorial Park on 7.16.16.

· Public Works crew has spent most of their time on grounds and water line leaks 
There was a discussion about the Rights-of-Way required for the 12 inch main project.

Steve Cain gave a report on the Van Rufus storm water situation.  He had brought City Manager Wilson up to date on this problem which has been in existence for a long time. In the past it has been dug up and a camera sent in. It has not been resolved because it has been impossible to get “ownership” of the problem designated.

Storm water from US Rte. 19 runs into a 15 inch storm sewer that crosses Van Rufus and then runs down to below Oakwood. The water from the football field is also going into that sewer. It is 650 feet of storm sewer that is collapsing. The cost to install new 650 feet of storm sewer line and grout the old line and re-do a street overlay is approximately $140,000. Another possibility would be in situ but the pipe is too far gone to do that. That would cost about $90,000.New line where the old is would cost over $200,000.
Mr. Cain suggests doing a fix the point of the problems, bringing in Chickerell to do the work.

Current safety issues are the biggest immediate concern – where the lines have fallen in and yards have sink holes. He suggests we dig up the 2 locations, do an assessment, and fix those problems.

Mayor DeMarco stated we need to get all the “players” to the table at the same time. He asked Mr. Cain to work up a general cost of fixing the two problem areas and requested a meeting to be set up with the WV Dept. of Highways and the Harrison County Board of Education.

City Manager Wilson gave the Shinnston Development Authority report. The SDA talked about the Community Building. LaReta Lowther gave a presentation on very low interest loans available to municipalities. We have contacted WVU to do a business plan for it. We meet with WVU on July 7. We have found projects for approximately 50 students on each project to do the community service that is required of them. 
City Manager Wilson was asked about street cleaning. She stated we are looking into contracting it out. The street sweeper keeps breaking down.

Regarding the Nixel System upgrade, no time frame has been given for the ending of the free service. The consensus is to leave as is until they start charging and then revisit the issue.

Regarding the Airbnb Ordinance – Councilperson Kovalck does not believe the owner should be required to occupy the building. There was discussion of the proposed Ordinance.
City Manager Wilson requested Council members to submit names for Board Appointments so she could verify acceptance prior to the July 1 Special Meeting.

Mayor DeMarco presented Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett with a plaque thanking him for all his years of service to the City of Shinnston.

A plaque will be presented to Councilperson James Coulter thanking him for his Service to the City of Shinnston.

The Work Session ended at 6:30 P.M.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

