Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

June 29, 2015
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, June 29, 2015 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Mary Ann Ferris, Rodney Strait, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Also present were City Manager Travis Blosser, City Attorney Trey Simmerman, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilperson Strait gave the invocation.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

The Mayor introduced Drew Mills of Boy Scout Troop 59 who was observing the Council Meeting for a project. Mayor DeMarco thanked Troop 59 for the Memorial Day Weekend Flag Retirement Ceremony.
Petition of Citizens: Jennifer Taylor, 979 Stewart Street, Shinnston thanked Council for the sidewalks in East Shinnston. She can now use the sidewalk instead of having to travel in the street with her wheelchair. She told Council about a swing for the handicapped and asked Council if they would consider installing one in Ferguson Park.

Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco stated the Harrison County Development Authority has interviewed 8 candidates for Director.

He attended the Jazz in the Park. Shinnston was recognized as a city promoting the Arts.
Jewel City Church will host an event at Ferguson Park on July 17 honoring the Police and Fire Departments personnel.

City Manager Blosser reported Public Works and Field Services have been patching and paving.

He also reported he met with other City Managers to discuss the Fire Commission and the Building Inspector Problem.

He stated that with a co-op of funds, he thinks we will be able to install the swing Mrs. Taylor spoke about.

Blosser reminded all present about the events at Ferguson Park in July and that the July 1 festivities will start at 3 P.M.

Mayor DeMarco asked if Public Works will be returning to East Shinnston to patch the potholes they missed. He was told, yes.

Councilperson Strait asked about the Veterans Memorial. Blosser said the State is not about to address the issue. We are planning to address the drainage issue in-house to get the State to fix Clement Street.

The Mayor asked what the next steps were. Blosser replied we plan to undercut the alleyway.

Councilperson Kovalck asked about street sweeping. Are we sweeping and then paving? Blosser replied we are undermanned. We are hiring this week. Councilperson Ferris asked if we were hiring full-time or Manpower. Blosser replied, full-time.
Blosser was asked about the property at 585 Pike Street. He replied the new owner has recorded the deed so we can now proceed. Notice was issued within days of the recording of the deed.

Board Reports: Councilperson Ferris reported the Museum Board had not met.

In an overview of the City Finances, City Manager Blosser reported he and Finance Director Fowler had consolidated the 23 separate bank accounts into 7. The funds will be kept separated in-house within the 7 accounts. The consolidated account draws interest. A Resolution will be needed from Council to do the transfers.
He explained there will be a carry-over of $80,000 with a portion of that going into a “rainy day fund” and some into an operating reserve of 3 months operating funds for months when revenues are slow. He also stated we anticipate having at least 1 Finding on the Audit for not performing regular Budget Revisions. Remedial action has already been taken.
He then went over the Water Fund. We are in better shape than we were. The finances are moving in the right direction. We anticipate net losses for the next two years, each year less than the year before, and then should have a net gain in the third year. Our net loss is coming from pumping expenses.

He also reported he met with the Bond Council. The Department of Agriculture is our Bond holder. The USDA requires Bond Reserves to be fully funded before new Bonds can be issued.

He explained the State of Washington has complicated the issue. IF you can get bank money you cannot get grants or low-interest loans.

The agreement we have reached will allow us to fund 2005 and 1983 since 1978 will be paid off in 2018, we will not have to fund it. Based on this agreement, we should have full funding of pending projects. We will not be going for a refinance of our Bonds.

On the proposed Intergovernmental Agreement on Building/Code Enforcement, Rick McElroy is one of only a few currently certified inspectors so is delaying his retirement. The County Inspector is not certified. Bridgeport has the best available for an Intergovernmental Agreement using Randy Spellman and staff. Bridgeport gives permits to Contractors, not Office Staff. The costs will be similar to the Harrison County Agreement. City Manager Blosser feels this is the most prudent solution at this time for Building and Code Enforcement. A discussion ensued.
Vice-Mayor Burnett thanked City Manager Blosser for his work on the Finances. Council agreed and thanked him also.

Council went into Executive session: Pursuant to WV Code 6-9A-4(b)(2)(A) – To consider matters arising from the appointment, employment, retirement, promotion, transfer, demotion, disciplining, resignation, discharge, dismissal or compensation of a public officer. And pursuant to WV Code 6-9A-4(b)(2)(12) – To discuss any matter which, by express provision of federal law or state statute or rule of court is rendered confidential, or which is not considered a public record within the meaning of the freedom of information act as set forth in article one chapter twenty nine-b of this code.
The Meeting ended at 8:20 P.M.
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