Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

June 30, 2014
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, June 30, 2014 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Mary Ann Ferris, Rodney Strait, Brian Parrish, and David Signorelli (via telephone) were present. Also present were City Manager Debra Herndon, Field Supervisor Dusty Watson, Community Development Director Reuben Perdue, Deputy Chief Lee Goad, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco stated he is sending a letter of Thank You to the City of Fairmont for their assistance during the water leak. He also reported he worked at the Community Garden and worked on a community effort of painting a house. He also went to regional and State meetings of the Drug Central Coalition.

City Manager Herndon reported the Shinnston Thrives Grant ended today. Jill Fratto did a fantastic job. The grant was for over $17,000.

Sponsorships have been coming in for July events. Kyle Johnson Agency is a new sponsor.

Frank Jernejcic from West Virginia Division of Natural Resources called to say they want to put in a river access here.
She heard from Pauline Reed today saying she wants to participate in the next Hazard Mitigation Program. There was $321,000 in the last buy-out.

Herndon has been working on updates to the Ordinance Book and Travis has been working with the Police Department and Court Clerk on the new forms and procedures for the court changes.  We all sat down with the Building Inspector and Attorney to map out what had to be changed before we can successfully lien or fine in certain situations.  
The trestle was repaired today.
Community Development Director Perdue reported he made changes to the web site today. There was a problem with the drop-down boxes. He made navigational changes.

The last 3 shows at the Park had over 50 people attending. Funds were raised for the 2 contestants from Shinnston (Miss Teen West Virginia and Miss Wheelchair West Virginia). Shakespeare in the Park will be performed for the first time ever in West Virginia on July 12 and 19. The Fresh-Air Fund is coming on July 19 for our Theater in the Park.
We had 2 free concerts and there are 2 more coming. July 21 is the next Family Night – a Lord’s Pantry fundraiser. We will be ordering the stage soon. The Shinnston Lions Club has donated $800 toward the stage.
The pool is doing great this year. Word is getting out about how nice and affordable it is. There are only 19 days available to book a pool party for the rest of the year.

Councilperson Coulter reported the Shinnston Development Authority met at 7:30 A.M. at Infinite Grace Café for a breakfast meeting with Shinnston businesses on Wednesday. It was a good meeting – well attended and good feedback from the businesses.

City Manager Herndon said the BAD Buildings Program with Luke Elser met last week. He showed a sheet to be used to identify BAD buildings. This survey is the first step.
Under Petitions of Citizens: Linda Hollar, 70 Ferguson Street, Shinnston asked a question about the 1% tax proposed under Home Rule. Mayor DeMarco stated we are nowhere near implementing the tax and that even depends on us being named a Home Rule City.

Willard West, 914 Orchard Street, Shinnston chided Council for not attending the reception for Jim Feaster.

Property Maintenance issues: Herndon spoke with Building Inspector McElroy today. The database will be set up by WVU for property maintenance. Identifying the owner is the primary stumbling block. Councilperson Strait told Council the Methodist Youth are looking for projects to help with maintenance.

Regarding annexation, it was stated we are looking south on US Rt 19 and toward property on Carder Street.

Mayor DeMarco asked Duty about getting a map of the system and about hydrant flushing. He was informed there is currently a plan for hydrant testing and flushing in mid-August.

Rental Registration was passed a few years ago. It has not been totally implemented. City Manager Herndon is currently going through water records to identify landlords. Property maintenance takes priority.

Field Supervisor Dusty Watson informed Council new brooms have been ordered for street cleaning. He also informed Council the telemetry is working. New transponders have been ordered and one has been installed in the Gypsy tank. The West Side tank has a radio issue that is being worked on.

When asked about the water disruptions and lack of prior notice, Watson stated we did not expect the disruptions that happened. We believe the disruptions due to the bridge construction are over.

Mayor DeMarco suggested adding Economic Development to Community Development – not creating a new position.

The Strategic Plan discussion was tabled.

City Manager Herndon suggested creating job descriptions before evaluations are done.

Regarding Board Appointments, Herndon suggested a delay in the appointment to the Sanitary Board while Assistant City Manager Blosser investigates creating a Utility Board.

Council went into Executive Session for reasons of Property and Personnel.

The Workshop Meeting ended at 8:30 P.M.
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