Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

July 25, 2016
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:05 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, July 25, 2016 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sam DeMarco, Vice-Mayor Pat Kovalck, Councilpersons Mary Ann Ferris, Rodney Strait, Brian Parrish, Maxine Weser, and Bill Watson were present. Also present were City Manager Amy Haberbosch Wilson, Finance Director Scott Fowler, City Attorney Trey Simmerman, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilperson Strait gave the invocation.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

There were no Petitions of Citizens.
Mayor DeMarco read a Proclamation recognizing the Shinnston Volunteer Fire Department for their Service year round and their Efforts for Flood Relief and presented it to Chief Oliverio. Through the efforts of Shinnston, Lumberport, Spelter, and Nutter Fort Volunteer Fire Departments and the citizens from Morgantown and south, 19 semi-loads of supplies plus many small trailer-loads of supplies were sent to the Flood Relief.

Matthew Hudkins gave a presentation on the Audit Report. The years 2013, 2014, and 2015 were audited. There were 2 Findings. The segregation of duties (which is a Finding for most small cities due to lack of personnel) and in 2014 there was not enough money in the Water Fund to cover the Water Bonds. This was corrected in 2015. The Audit Report is that Shinnston is in good shape per the Audit.
Robert Kozul of Stantec reported to Council on the Phase II Water Project. He said we need 48 signatures for Rights-of-Way and we have 26.  Some of the properties were owned by City Lines. City Lines became Centra. Ben Davisson is working on that. 

Mr. Kozul went through the Rights-of-Way list as to what is wanted for them to sign. Several demands are totally unreasonable.

Attorney Simmerman stated August 5 is the date to file lawsuits in Marion and Harrison Counties for condemnation proceedings naming the owners of properties refusing to sign.
Members of Boy Scout Troop #59 and their leader attended the meeting and were recognized by Mayor DeMarco. 

Executive Reports:

Mayor DeMarco reported he participated in the Alumni Parade and attended the United Way Bocce Tournament.

Manager’s Report:
CITY HALL  

· I worked on the DRAFT noise ordinance; compiled information from six other communities.  

· Met with the developer of Riverdale Estates to complete the street naming and the 911 addressing system for the City. We will be submitting our changes to Harrison County for assignment this week.  Residents in this area should receive their letter announcing “change of address” in August.

· I met with Steve Hanning, Commercial Insurance, and Alan Ice, Wesbanco with regards to updating our Government Risk application for insurance rates and receiving new proposals. 

· I completed the US Department of Commerce Census reporting for 2016. 

· The WV Board of Education is sponsoring a “back to school supply flood relief project”.  Their goal is to fill 8,000 backpacks with school supplies. Donations can be dropped off at the City Building.

· Continued work on the comp pay study and update of job descriptions for the city departments.   

· Various pot holes, patching, and storm curbs were repaired and installed by Public Works.

· Continued street cleaning in the areas between Thomas Street to Lincoln High School.

· I attended the City Manager meeting on 7.25.16 to discuss similar topics of concern (Home Rule, sales tax, composting, property maintenance, ordinance updates, etc.)

· I attended a Municipal B&O versus Sales Tax web-meeting. 

· We will be interviewing for a police officer open position on 7.27.16.

· I am working on specifications for a new pavilion(s) at Ferguson Park to be submitted to Modern Woodmen of America.  

· We purchased a new Kubota for the Public Works Department; the old one was used as trade-in and we were given a great deal on the new one.  

· Preliminary engineering and field work has begun the on Van Rufus drain issues.

· I am working on setting up a Sanitary Sewer Committee meeting this week.  

· We received our findings for the City of Shinnston Source Water Protection Plan (SWPP).  Dusty and I will be working with Everett Mulkeen, Potesta & Associates to address these findings and resubmit for final approval of the plan. 

· James Swiger with WYK Architects, has submitted a revised plan of the City Complex to include changes made as a result of the SDA meeting on 7.13.16; facade design, employee restrooms, work space, etc.

· We held our first Frontier Days organizational meeting on 7.13.16.  Anyone wishing to help out can contact Reuben for more details.

· The United Way charity bocce tournament on 7.16.16 was a huge success. Congratulations to the Knockers for winning their third championship.

· The bike rodeo event will be held on Monday, August 1st. We will have $1 swim, a bounce house, and characters from the Paw Patrol, give out the free bike helmets, water bottles, safety materials, and bikes.   We will also be showing a free movie to finish off the night. 

There was discussion of the paving and street cleaning schedules.
City Attorney Simmerman gave an overview of the Council and City Manager roles and responsibilities.

Council sets Policy and advises the City Manager. The City Manager has the responsibility of administrating the Policies and running the City day to day.

Vince Smith reported to Council regarding Property Maintenance with NNJ, LLC. We have been dealing with a local person who is not listed with the Secretary of State. We are trying a different avenue to contact the company. Shinnston and Salem are working together to get action against NNJ, LLC. They are buying properties for taxes and then letting them sit. We are looking at the Buckhannon Ordinance for adoption.

We are re-addressing the Home Rule issues of B & O and a 1 cent tax.

The question was raised as to whether the non-Partisan Boards was addressed.

There was a discussion on the noise ordinance. Comments are to be sent to the City Manager.
The meeting ended at 8:34 PM.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

