Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

August 31, 2015
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, August 31, 2015 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Strait gave the Invocation. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Mary Ann Ferris, Rodney Strait, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Also present were City Manager Travis Blosser and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Mickey Arco of 4 Bernard Street, Shinnston preciously spoke to the City Manager regarding a Dead End sign. She requested the sign be moved to a location stating DEAD END before they get to the dead end. City Manager Blosser explained the issue had been utility lines are buried in the area. He will call Misutility to have the lines located so the sign can be moved.
Erik Ferris of 1020 Matthew Street, Shinnston stated he has been pulled over doe riding his Razor on the streets. He was just trying to get to the trails from his residence. He asked Council to amend the current City Ordinance to allow the same regulations for 4-wheelers that the State permits on lined roads.
Lee Reger of 601 S Pike Street, Shinnston told Council he is concerned about the plan to not build the Community Center and build a parking lot instead. The plan could be done in two phases. Build the Community Center and add the City Offices later. Je stated it could be built for under &500,000. Under $500,000 does not require prevailing wage. Lunberport has a 34 x 74 Community Center. We need a Community Center, not a parking lot. Another thing – the Community Garden. He proposes that this year, the Governors Day of Service project be making the Community Garden bigger.

Mike Ridenour of 95 Down Ridge Road, Enterprise said he and Charles Barnes have been maintaining the rail-trail in their area but there is a slip. He is asking for some help on the trail to maintain it. It needs a backhoe. City Manager Blosser said that part of the rail-trail belongs to MCPARC. MCOARC is planning to take care of the skip.

Maxine Weser of 70 Ferguson Street, Shinnston asked if Special Meetings were planned for the Audit we need to have done. Mayor DeMarco stated the issue is with the State.

Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco stated the Harrison County Economic Development Corporation expects to have a Director hired soon. He participated in the Frontier Days Parade.

City Manager Blosser reported the Governors Day of Service is being scheduled. He spoke of some Grants available to get $500 for the Community Garden. There has been street patching on the West Side, East Shinnston, and Downtown. He met with DOH regarding the drainage problem. He also spoke to DOH about the timing at the Charles Street traffic light. There will be tours of the Abbruzino Mansion on September 11-12 at which time it will be donated to a 501c3 organization.
Blosser commended Development Director Perdue, Public Works, and Field Services for Frontier Days and for the way they handled the water leak issues during Frontier Days.

City Manager Blosser announced he will be resigning as City Manager in Shinnston and has accepted a position as City Manager in Weirton.

Vice-Mayor Burnett asked about making Walnut Street 2-way. Blosser stated there is nothing to prevent it. Council action is required. Mayor DeMarco asked about the Audit. Blosser stated he needs names for the Committee to choose the Auditor. The Final Vendor Report will be in the Friday report. Mayor DeMarco stated there are still potholes in East Shinnston. Blosser asked for locations so Public Works could be notified. The Mayor stated we had 11 water leaks last week. Do we know why? Blosser stated no, we do not know why. It is reported that heavy equipment drove over the line.
Blosser stated he is working on the Home Rule Amendments and needs to know how Council wants him to proceed in view of his impending departure. The issues are: Non-Partisan Elections requiring Poll Workers of 2-Parties, $5 extra on tickets, the 1% sales tax not being wanted, Free up the amount permitted to advertise events, Non-Partisan Boards and Commissions, and amend Building Code Enforcement. Council indicated they require Drafts before his departure.
Mayor DeMarco wished to publicly thank Development Director Perdue for the way he handled the Water Issue in addition to Frontier Days.

Council went into Executive Session for reasons of: 

Pursuant to WV Code 6-9A-4(b)(2)(12) – To discuss any matter which, by express provision of federal or state statue or rule of court is rendered confidential, or which is not considered a public record within the meaning of the freedom of information act as set forth in article one chapter twenty nine-b of this code. 

And Pursuant to WV Code 6-9A-4(b)(2)(A) – To consider matters arising from the appointment, employment, retirement, promotion, transfer, demotion, disciplining, resignation, discharge, dismissal or compensation of a public officer.

Meeting ended at 8:45 P.M.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

