Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

September 28, 2015
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Monday, September 28, 2015 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Mary Ann Ferris, Rodney Strait, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Also present were Interim City Manager Debra Herndon, City Attorney Trey Simmerman, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilperson Strait gave the invocation. 
It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

In Petition of Citizens: George Harrison of P O Box 423, Shinnston stated there is a water leak at his property that has been leaking for 3 years. He has reported it but it is still leaking. Interim City Manager Herndon said Field Supervisor Dusty Watson will be out tomorrow to check it out. Mr. Harrison said it is a ¾ inch line.
Willard West of 914 Orchard Street, Shinnston stated the Mayor was rude to Maxine Weser in the last meeting regarding the question about Weight Watchers being on the vendor list.

In Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco reported Harrison County Development Corporation has hired a new Director who will start November 1, 2015. He comes to Harrison County Development Corporation from 1st Energy. The quarterly meeting of the Harrison County Development Corporation will be on October 7 at the Bridgeport Conference Center at which time the new Director will be introduced.
The Harrison County Mayors Meeting will be November 18 at Clarksburg at 6:00 PM. 

In the Interim City Manager’s Report: OFFICE – Met with the Finance Director and Mrs. Hinerman.  I’m satisfied with the purchasing procedures.  I’ve been reviewing the disbursement journals that are printed just before checks are printed and have suggested some changes – my suggestions were taken well and implemented.  The former City Manager had taken the finance computer system off his office computer.  The Finance Officer worked with the software guy to put it back on for me.  We’ve worked with WEX (gasoline) and purchasing cards to authorize the finance Director to pull up those invoices directly.  The former Manager had pulled the invoices himself but that sometimes cost time and there is no reason the FD shouldn’t have direct access to pay.

POLICE – The police are cleaning / moving offices within the building and will be putting a special window tint on officer offices so people can’t see in (officer safety.)  Patrolman Kirkpatrick should graduate the academy Oct. 9th.
PUBLIC WORKS / GARAGE – I sent you my task list from my meeting with Dusty.  I’ve cancelled the Manpower contract as of September 30th and we are hiring a new full-time person.

WATER PLANT  -  We have not caught up with monies owed to vendors for work done some months ago. Progress on this will be slow and we must be diligent to make payments as we promised.  

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT - The Finance Director reports that the Sewer Fund is doing well.  Public Works and the WWTP workers seem to be working well together when there is an issue.

VEHICLES / MAJOR EQUIPMENT –  

AGREEMENTS – I was contacted by the PSC about the Trinity Church and Whitehall Public Service District issue after they received a verbal complaint from Jesse Corley.  After talking to Steve Cain and Dusty, I’ve directed Dusty to put a new meter in at Trinity Church.  Whitehall has been seeking an agreement with us for some time.  I promised the PSC I’d review the proposed contract Whitehall sent and get a draft to PSC for approval by end of October.

WATER PROJECT (12” MAIN)  - Participated in a conference call with lender and attorneys 9-23-15.  In August, a list of items needed by the USDA was prepared and there were four items that the City was to provide.  Those items were not provided.  I have been able to provide three of four within 24 hours and am seeking the fourth item.  During the call, Bruce McDaniel stated he has about 50% of the rights of way and he believes there will have to be a couple of condemnations.

BUILDING CODES / PROPERTY MAINTENANCE – Vincent Smith hit the ground running with permitting new construction and improvements.  We met 9-24-15, and I turned over Rick’s records.  We went over five properties that have continued to give us problems.  Vince has some excellent ideas and experience with ordinances in other communities that help make the process quicker.  He’s meeting with the City Attorney and doing tax map research.  I’ve asked him to come to the October Work Session to share some of these ideas with you.

COMMUNITY CENTER  - I agree with Lee Reger.  Before we put money into a parking lot on the site, could we not explore a less expensive Community Building?

MUSEUM  - nothing to report

GRANTS – I worked with Lee Reger to register the work day at the Community Garden for the Governor’s Day to Serve Program.  The work day will be October 3rd beginning at 9:00 am.  We also applied for a $500 mini grant from Volunteer West Virginia and I’m pleased to announce that we got that grant.  I spoke with the Project Director from DOH on our grant projects.  She has suggested we schedule another Scope of Work meeting so that the “new” engineers know exactly what is required.  I’ll work on getting that scheduled soon.

RECREATION –  I have approved Reuben to go to a conference out west for people who manage municipal pools.  There will be airfare, but he may be able to stay with friends to save on lodging.  The conference covers safety and liability very well and I think this is important and will be more important going forward.

WEB PAGE, FACEBOOK, TWITTER – I built Council’s e-mail addresses and then assigned Reuben to go through ones we had built that we no longer need. He did a great job and managed to delete 9 after making sure they were truly inactive and not needed.

BUSINESS DISTRICT – nothing to report.

SHINNSTON DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY / BLUEPRINT COMMUNITY / ON TRAC – I’d like to fill the vacant seat as a regular appointee while the SDA considers a by-law change.

ECONOMIC /COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – The Economic Development Director for the County will be on the job very soon.  This is something I was very involved in, as is Mayor DeMarco.  I will be going with Mrs. Panek to the luncheon where Lee Reger will be honored as a Governor’s Volunteer Service Award winner.

ANNEXATION - nothing to report at this time.

CONTACTS – Met with Steve Cain 9-22-15 to discuss issues outside of Stantec contracts.  Steve provided me information I needed for my task meeting with Dusty.  Spoke at Garden Club 9-24-15 regarding the remainder of the Calendar of Events.  They were kind enough to make a donation to the Shinnston Community Band.

Mayor DeMarco asked about the water pumps. Interim City Manager Herndon stated she believed they have been repaired as she has received the bill for the repairs.  She stated everything is in duality. Repairs are $20,000 per. Councilperson Kovalck requested we check that both are working. Mayor DeMarco explained they are run in a one month rotation to ensure they are working properly. The Mayor also asked about the Rail-Trail slip and requested help be sent to stabilize it.
Code for All-terrain vehicles: Councilperson Ferris stated Shinnston is more stringent than the State Code and requested looking into amending City Code to reflect State Code on the issue. It was requested to be put on the October Agenda. There was a discussion of the issue.

Development Director Perdue sent information on two wheelchair swings to Council. There was a discussion on swings and where to locate a wheelchair swing.

There being no more input on the advertisement for City Manager, the ad will be sent out in PDF format.

City Attorney Simmerman thinks the naming of the Selection Committee should be on the next Agenda for a vote.
The Water Committee will be on the Agenda for the next Meeting to officially name the Committee.

Interim City Manager Herndon gave Council a list of Board Appointments. She asked if Council wanted her to ask Board members if they will continue on those Boards. Council consensus was yes.

Council went into Executive Session:

Pursuant to WV Code 6-9A-4(b)(2)(A): To discuss matters arising from the appointment. Employment, retirement, promotion, transfer, demotion, disciplining, resignation, discharge, dismissal or compensation of a public officer.

Pursuant to WV Code 6-9A-4(b)(2)(12): to discuss any matter by express provision of federal or state or rule of court is rendered confidential, or which is not considered a public record within the meaning of the freedom of information act as set forth in article one chapter twenty nine b of this code.

Meeting ended at 8:50 P.M.

________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council:

_________________________________________

Sammy J. DeMarco, Mayor

