Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

May 26, 2015
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers on Tuesday, May 26, 2015 by Mayor Sammy J. DeMarco. Vice-Mayor Bob Burnett, Councilpersons James Coulter, Mary Ann Ferris, Rodney Strait, Brian Parrish, and Pat Kovalck were present. Also present were City Manager Travis Blosser, City Attorney Trey Simmerman, City Building Inspector Rick McElroy, City Engineer Steve Cain, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek. Mayor DeMarco led the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilperson Ferris gave the invocation. 
It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

In the Petition of Citizens: Darwin Watson, 907 East Avenue, Shinnston read a statement against the creation of the Water Board. He believes if this Ordinance is passed, City Council will become a ceremonial body. He requested his Statement be part of the Minutes (attached). He believes there are some who want Shinnston to be purchasing its water from Fairmont. He is against this.
Cindy Scott, 949 Hood Avenue, Shinnston asked about the river access. She stated there are people on the river bank and driving down with trailers at all hours. She hears people and cars at all hours. She also stated she has geese in her yard. How do we get rid of them? And she asked if we can get grass on Carter Street.

Jim Scudere of P O Box 130, Enterprise asked about turning the vacant lot ay Pike and Main Streets into a parking lot since the City Building looks to be in the distant future.

In Executive Reports: Mayor DeMarco reported he is on the Harrison County Development Authority. They hope to hire a permanent Director soon. He participated in the Bike Rodeo and spoke at the Boy Scout Flag Retirement Ceremony May 21. He attend the Harrison County Mayors Association meeting and they discussed homeless Veterans. He sent a letter to the Attorney General’s office regarding gas prices because gas was 20 cents per gallon higher than in Fairmont or Bridgeport.
City Manager Blosser reported the National League of Cities is again offering insurance on water and sewer lines. He was appointed to the Municipal League Policy Committee. The Policy Committee plays a key role on setting the West Virginia Municipal League Legislative and General Policies. Public Works plans to begin patching streets in the East Shinnston area Wednesday, May 27, weather permitting. We expect the street sweeper to return this week after extensive repairs and will begin scheduling neighborhood street sweeping.
Linda Hollar asked about the manhole cover on Charles Street near Pike Street. Kids are getting off the school buss thee and it is dangerous. City Manager Blosser stated he will have Public Works check it out.

Councilperson Ferris reported the Museum Board met. The Museum will be open on Tuesdays from 4 to 8 P.M. and Saturday and Sunday from Noon to 4 P.M. She reported the essay contest – What History Means to Me – is going on now. There was a History Alive performance of Theodore Roosevelt for the 8th grde students. She listed the Museum Programs for the year.

There was a discussion of fluoride in the water system. Mayor DeMarco stated research says we are doing the right thing. City Engineer Cain said more research is getting more opinions but for now thinks we are doing as we should. We have to ensure the Health Department and the Department of Environmental Protection are OK with any changes we make.

Mayor DeMarco wants the City to research getting a maintenance fund to fund demolition of properties. Blosser stated West Virginia Housing Development Fund offers low interest loans to individuals wanting to demolish bad buildings. He will do some research on the issue. He stated the cost estimate to demolish 595 Pike Street was $15,000 for demolition and asbestos abatement. There is some movement on this.

Councilperson Ferris asked about the NAD Buildings Program. Development Director Perdue is checking into it. The Program appears to not be what was hoped. It seems stalled.

Building Inspector McElroy is of the opinion that Public Funds should not be used to demolish buildings. He discussed the demolition process and the problems of enforcement.

City Manager Blosser says Judge Julian has issues with City Code as it exists. The Codes need updated. Judge Julian and City Attorney Simmerman are working on City Code recommendations.

During the Discussion, McElroy stated 23 structures have been torn down and only one was done by the City. He stated he is planning to totally retire the end of June.

In a discussion of his replacement, it was stated that the problem is the State Fire Commission and their Code requirements. Blosser stated the City Managers Association is currently working on the situation. The problem is the Fire Commission’s Codes are almost impossible to be met.

City Attorney Simmerman presented Council with a packet of information on the Open Government Act. There was a discussion on Executive Session requirements on the Agenda.
There were changes o the Freedom of Information Act during this Legislative Session. Previously a collection fee could be charged for the time locating a FOIA document. Now there can only be a fee for the paper used to print the document.  Also, as of January 1, 2016 a data base will be created of all FOIA requests documenting requests as to what was requested by whom, etc. This will catalog and document FOIA abusers and “stone-walling” government agencies, non-responding cities, etc. Under FOIA a city has 5 working days to respond but a city can request an extension if more research is needed.
The Work Session ended at 8:15 P.M.
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