Regular City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

August 10, 2020
The Regular Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. at the Woman’s Club and on Zoom on August 10, 2020 by Mayor Pat Kovalck. Mayor Pat Kovalck, Vice-Mayor Andrew Kisamore. Councilpersons Bill Watson, Rodney Strait, Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish, and Kevin Wiles were present. Mayor Kovalck led the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson Ferris gave the Invocation. Also present were City Manager Chad Edwards, Richard Gaines of Stantec via Zoom, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Petition of Citizens: There were none.
Councilperson Watson moved to accept the Minutes of July 13 and July 27, 2020 with corrections. Councilperson Wiles seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Executive Reports:

Mayor Kovalck thanked the Boy Scouts for the benches at the Park.

City Manager: 
WATER AND SEWER

There was a PSC complaint filed by Clark Riley prior to my arrival in February of 2019. There was a sewer leak issue in Bowman Alley. I cannot answer as to why the previous city manager took no action on this issue. 

The PSC came to our office and we pinpointed the source of the leak with our camera. There was a Final Joint Staff Memorandum filed on April 15, 2019. It stated that the city would repair 100 feet of the broken line, inspect the line monthly, and seek out funding to replace the entire the line and repave the alley within a year.

We replaced 100 feet of line including the portion which was damaged. However, the monthly line inspections have not been completed as they should have been. This is partially because we were having trouble with our old camera. I will make sure that it is inspected and that I receive the video footage on the 17th of every month. We recently purchased a new camera. 

After a year of investigating, the funds for the paving and replacement of the whole line are not available due to various issues such as Lincoln Apartments and the sewer line on Matthews Street. My plan was to address the whole line when we move forward with our next sewer project. It would be foolish to repave it with the knowledge we will be doing line work there in the next 3 – 5 years. 

POLICE 
Citations: 46

Warnings: 29

Parking Citations: 4

Arrests: 18

Reports: 14

Alarm Responses: 22

Premises Exams: 363

Investigations: 240

Calls for Service: 736

PUBLIC WORKS

We hired three new workers. One worker is leaving. The trail behind the park has been rocked and smoothed over. The sewer line on Matthews Street is going to require an excavator. Mine subsistence has been there and have ruled that it does qualify. We are awaiting the DEP’s report to determine how to proceed. 

The damage to Mr. Hornbeck’s house from the bad stormwater drains on VanRufus has been submitted. This should effectively end the VanRufus stormwater project. 
OFFICE AND ADMINISTRATION- 

Paving bids have been advertised. The street paving is as follows: 

	Bridge Street from Museum to Water Street
	
	
	
	
	

	Lower Half of Clark Street
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lower Half of Fergusson 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Maple and High Street Interesection
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jackson Street from Thomas to Lincoln Apartments
	
	
	
	

	All of Locust Street
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Maple and High Street Interesection
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stewart Street from Fergusson to 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thomas Street from Shinn Street to Rt 19.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All of VanRufus Drive
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Repair and paving/graveling Walnut Hill
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All of Second Street
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Repair and paving/graveling Factory Street
	
	
	
	
	
	

	East Avenue from 19 to Clement Street 
	
	
	
	
	
	


Received notification today that we have been approved for $22,583.08 more in Cares Act Reimbursements.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT- PARKS AND REC- 

The pool is almost painted. I have ordered the new aluminum roofing for the pool house from Ace Hardware. The cost is $1,100 that will be spent from the excess levy fund. Thank you to Adam Southern from Ace Hardware for selling it to us at cost (saving the city $800).

Cleanup Day did not go as well as we had hoped. Participation was terrific. Planning not so much. We will attempt to do better next year and make it more of an event if it is possible. We ended up ordering 3 dumpsters for $2,140 each. Total: $6,420. 

A developer from Cincinnati is meeting with me via Zoom on August 17th to discuss property investment opportunities. 
Mayor Kovalck moved to remove Maxine West as a signer on City bank accounts. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor Kovalck moved to appoint Rodney Strait, Bill Watson, Mary Ann Ferris, and Chad Edwards as signers on City bank accounts. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Lincoln Apartments: Richard Gaines reported - The City Manager requested to expand the Lincoln Apartment (LA) project into a larger sewer project and form a new Sanitary Sewer Board.

City Manager reported to council that a meeting with WVDEP was held on July 17, 2020 regarding the consent order along with Simmerman Law and Stantec. WVDEP is encouraging an expanded project to fix issues in the system but will require something to be done at the LA plant in the interim period where construction is completed. The City Manager is required to talk to the WVDEP permit writers to confirm what type of interim process that will be acceptable to the agency (example – Store, Pump and Haul).  

Expanding the project would include gravity sewer along Rt. 19 and Rt. 20 at the intersection of the two roads, fixing any known problem areas, insert manholes for better observation and isolation of the system.

Mayor Kovalck asked if the delay this will cause will create a problem with the DEP? City Manager Edwards explained the solution for now is to haul the solids back to the sewer plant temporarily   Councilperson Ferris said Council had already voted to proceed. City Manager Edwards said this has increased costs
Councilperson Ferris moved to authorized City Manager Edwards to work with any entities to get plan and prices to complete the Lincoln Apartments sewer project. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Automated Meter Readers: Richard Gaines of Stantec reported the vendor had previously indicated that guaranteeing that an AMR fixed net system would be revenue positive would not be an issue.  However, what has been determined for them to make that guarantee they would need to install new or used certified meters for approximately 10% of the overall meters in the system to determine how accurate existing meters are currently.  The cost to do this would be $30,000.00 to $45,000.00.  If new meters are purchased and installed they would then be used in the final system so it is not a throw away cost.  In lieu of including the guarantee requirement in the bid package the City Manager requested permission from the council to agree to eliminate this clause. 

Councilperson Parrish moved to allow City Manager to create a package without the guarantee clause. Councilperson Ferris seconded. In discussion, Councilperson Strait asked if meters are to be recalibrated every 5 years and if so, we have to replace the meters anyway. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
Council was asked to submit their 2020-2021 goals to Mayor Kovalck to be compiled into a list. This will be a fluid list.

There was a discussion of Board Appointments. Vance Sosinski volunteered to serve on an Board if needed.

Councilperson Strait moved to reappoint David Harbert to the Library Board 2020-2025. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Ferris moved to reappoint Rick Hursey to the Planning Commission 2020-2023. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor Kovalck moved to reappoint Duane Gump 2020-2026 and David Harbert 2021-2027 and John Marcio to the unexpired term of Jay Harmer 2019-2025 to the Park Board. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor Kovalck moved to appoint Patrick Bogges to the Museum Board 2020-2024. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor Kovalck moved to Table the Building Commission appointment. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Mayor Kovalck moved to appoint Andrew Kisamore 2020-2023, Tina Owens for the unexpired term of Debra Herndon 2018-2021, Amanda Sayers to the unexpired term of Melissa Aldridge 2019-2022, Jeff Chalfant 2020-2023, Patrick Kovalck 2020-2023, and Chad Edwards and Sabrina Baker with employment terms. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Ferris moved to reappoint Gary Wright and Steve Cain 12/31/2021 - 12/31/2024 to the Zoning Board of Appeals. Councilperson Wiles seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Wiles moved to Table the Budget Revisions. Councilperson Strait seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

There will be a Special Meeting prior to the Work session August 31, 2020.
Mayor Kovalck moved to create a Proclamation in honor of the 50th year of the Shinnston Little League and provide $5000 for field improvements from the Excess Levy. Councilperson Watson seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Councilperson Watson moved to adjourn. Vice-Mayor Kisamore seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Meeting adjourned at 8:32 P.M.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk

Date Accepted by Council: 09-14-2020
_________________________________________

Patrick Kovalck, Mayor

