 Special Shinnston City Council Meeting

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

July 20, 2020
The Special Meeting of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. in a Virtual Meeting on Monday, July 20, 2020 by Mayor Patrick Kovalck. Mayor Patrick Kovalck, Councilpersons Bill Watson, Kevin Wiles, Mary Ann Ferris, and Brian Parrish, were present. Andrew Kisamore and Maxine Weser were absent. This was a virtual meeting. Also present were City Manager Chad Edwards, Safety Coordinator Randy Akers, Fire Chief Dylan Olivero, and Cyndi Lane for City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.

Petition of Citizens:

Dr Mark Povrozink stated families are traveling, spreading the virus. Masks in public help stop the spread when social distancing cannot be observed. The virus spreads airborne through droplets from coughing, sneezing, etc. spreads within 15 minutes. During confinement positives dropped and hospitals cleared out. Now it is spreading – a number of young folks have gone up but not as potent. Once you have it, you have it forever like chicken pox comeback as shingles. People should practice social distancing.
Councilperson Ferris asked, is UHC surgery and visitors still on hold?  Dr. Povrozink replied UHC is open with precautions.

Fire Chief Olivero – there is an uptick with mild cases for the young. The younger people are asymptomatic, then taking it to the older people within 5 to 10 days. Ruby Memorial has 9 people in ICU. Parents and grandparents – spectators – spread it. Sporting events and bleachers have been closed.

Councilperson Ferris asked – What about playgrounds?  Chief Olivero said there are few pediatrics, mostly 14 -16 year olds.
Mayor Kovalck said after a COVID19 meeting Thursday stipulations were offered to the basketball courts – to limit people and spectators. The Police Department recommended to close the courts until a later date due to no social distancing in basketball. The Little League does have a plan in place for games with social distancing. Park employees are cleaning the playground equipment every 2 hours.
The basketball courts should be closed until August 1. The playgrounds will be open.

Steve Buckhannon asked, what are the stipulations? We have high school and middle school kids wondering.

Mayor Kovalck said we have 5 positive cases of young active kids. How many more do we want? So close the basketball courts.

Steve Buckhannon said none of the kids here have it. Mayor Kovalck said there are 40 to 50 people at the courts at a time which is a great thing, just not now.

Steve Buckhannon said what about limiting people there so they can still play? Can the Police patrol the courts? Mayor replied, we do not really have the manpower. Does the school have it open? Steve Buckhannon replied. Yes, but you have to wear a mask in school. What about a waiver to play? The Mayor said it will be discussed on July 27. 

Chief Olivero said there are people that you do not know and do not know where they have been. So one sneeze and now you take it home to your family, 

Councilperson Wiles said – One sneeze! What about Little League. Chief Olivero said give us 14 days to see what happens due to getting everyone back from vacation etc.
Councilperson Parrish moved to close the basketball courts until August 1. Vice-Mayor Watson seconded. Councilperson Wiles did not vote. All others voted Aye. Motion passed. 
Mayor Kovalck said in the downtime (until August 1) it will be reevaluated and maybe look into waivers for basketball courts.

Steve Buckhannon said, You have insurance at the basketball courts What is the protocol on injuries? Mayor Kovalck said, anyone can sue at any time for anything. The difference in COVID19 and court insurance is that if you break an ankle, it’s an ankle, not taking it back to your family. 

City Manager Edwards said he and Mary Jo Bastin will open the Bocce Courts Monday, July 27.

Mayor Kovalck said Bocce is no different from basketball. Vice-Mayor Watson and Councilperson Ferris agree they should not be open until August 1.

Mayor Kovalck moved the park and playground will be open. Councilperson Parrish seconded. Motion passed.

Mayor Kovalck moved to adjourn. Councilperson Ferris seconded. Motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at 7:45.
________________________________________

Kathleen Panek, City Clerk
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Patrick Kovalck, Mayor

