Work Session Shinnston City Council

City Of Shinnston, West Virginia

August 31, 2020
The Work Session of the Shinnston City Council was called to order at 7:07 P.M. at the Shinnston Woman’s Club and via Zoom on Monday, August 31, 2020 by Mayor Pat Kovalck. Mayor Pat Kovalck, Vice-Mayor Andrew Kisamore, Bill Watson, Councilpersons Mary Ann Ferris, Brian Parrish via Zoom, Rodney Strait, and Kevin Wiles via Zoom were present. Also present were City Manager Chad Edwards, Interim Economic Development Coordinator Sabrina Baker, and City Clerk Kathleen Panek.

It was ascertained that a quorum was present.
Petition of Citizens: There were none.
Executive Reports: Mayor Kovalck had nothing to report.

City Manager:

WATER AND SEWER

We will be doing a final walkthrough at the water plant tomorrow at 9am to approve the final stages of phase 2.

I received video footage of the sewer line on Bowman alley on August 17th as I instructed. There are no issues. We will continue to video the 17th of every month to ensure that no issues arise. The rest of the line will be replaced in the upcoming sewer project. It will be paved once all the lines are replaced. This satisfies the PSC and their decision in December. 

We hired a contractor to fix the sewer line on Matthews Street. The estimated cost is $16,200.00. The price includes replacing the fence and regrading the site, seed and mulching. 

POLICE 

Chief Harbart is at the Mannington City Council meeting tonight to tell them how we run our canine program. They are impressed with what we have done and want to pursue a similar program in their city.

We had canine training on the 19th and 20th which included police departments from around the area. 

PUBLIC WORKS

We had a major water leak on Rt. 19 by the Price Cutter. We have had several small leaks and three sewer backups in the past two weeks.

OFFICE AND ADMINISTRATION- 

Paving bids have been submitted. I will review the bids this week. 

All accounts are reconciled for FY ‘2020. Ending balances:
General Fund: $79,555.56

Rice Building Fund: $323.78

The Bocce Court: $2,228.53

Park Commission: $2,460.53

Activities Account: $2,885.48

Excess Levy: $380,745.99

Water O&M: $307,784.98

Sewer Revenue: $3,122.23

Sewer O&M Checking: $31,868.19

We received $24,840.83 in CARES ACT money in August. Total of $69,306.50

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT- PARKS AND REC- 

The contractors began working on the roof to the amphitheater. They will be giving us an estimate to replace the fiberglass portion of the roof above the concession area.
I received an email from the person who owns the Murphy Building and he states he is coming in to start work in September as well as clean-up his other properties. 

Sabrina and I will be working to update our website and Facebook page effective tomorrow on September 1st.
Councilperson Ferris asked about filling in under the sidewalk at the Murphy Building because to put sidewalk over it would make the sidewalk higher than the other building entrances. There was a discussion if the solutions.

In regard to the discussion of the bathrooms on the rail-trail, City Clerk Panek explained that she is on the Board of the North Bend Rails-to-Trails Foundation who has a grant for “Comfort Stations” and she believed the cost was about $17,000 each. She can get the information for Council.

Vice-Mayor Kisamore gave Council an overview of the Healthy Harrison Games. Five Harrison County Communities – Downtown Clarksburg, Nutter Fort, North View, Bridgeport, and Shinnston – are competing for a $100,000 investment in the Community. Mind, Move, and Eat are the 3-prongs of the project. He said people need to sign up to support the project to help Shinnston win. 
Projects Update: City Manager Edwards gave a report on the DOH projects.
City Manager Edwards stated he will have the Dilapidated Buildings on the next Work Session with a list of buildings needing attention. He will also create a list to update each month.

Fire Code Ordinance: Mayor Kovalck would like to insert January 1, 2021 as the effective date for the Fire Fee Ordinance.

City Clerk Panek gave Council an update on the Codification that is in progress. The draft, with the recommendations from the Legal Department of American Legal, is in the hands of City Attorney Simmerman for approval. 
Council went into Executive Session for reason of Personnel. 

Meeting ended at 8:15 P.M.

.
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